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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, January 11, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 

followed by an invocation by Commissioner Ham. 

 

 

During citizens’ communication, Billy U. Allen appeared before the Commission to 

introduce himself as the President of the Lee County Branch #5038 of the NAACP.  Mr. Allen 

stated the branch plans to become involved in certain issues and concerns.  Mr. Allen stated 

they plan to monitor, plan to support and plan to assist in these concerns.   

    

 

Next, Wesley Downs spoke to the Commission concerning the quarry.  Mr. Downs 

stated he would like to address Creekwood Resources and put them on notice.  Mr. Downs 

stated he and his wife were fortunate enough to purchase 15½ acres off Halawakee Creek in 

2017 and he plans to keep the property in his family over many decades.  Mr. Downs stated he 

has placed equipment on his property to monitor the water quality and to monitor the air quality 

and, also, he is having his house appraised.  Mr. Downs stated he would like Creekwood 

Resources to take the quarry and their investment somewhere else.  Lastly, Mr. Downs asked 

the company to play by the rules like every other business.  Mr. Downs stated further that he 

will be monitoring their activities and will file suit if necessary.   

 

 

Last, Donald Pitts appeared concerning the Eddins Creek Subdivision issue.  Judge 

English stated the item is on the Agenda and asked Mr. Pitts to wait until then to discuss it.    

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones, and Opelika City Council member Erica Norris.  News media in 

attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester, Opelika-Auburn News reporter Mike 

Eads and WTVM Channel 9 reporter Amaya Graham. 

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee recognized the Environmental Services Department for 

their work over the holidays.   Mr. Hardee stated even with the department being short-staffed 

and some out due to the coronavirus, the department was able to handle the increased trash from 

the holidays and he wanted to recognize Environmental Services Director John McDonald and 

his entire staff for the outstanding job they did.  Mr. Hardee emphasized that the transfer station 

is not open on Sundays or on the holidays, so the containers had to be set back until they could 

be hauled; Mr. Hardee noted that the department ran out of containers due to this reason.  Mr. 

Hardee stated several supervisors within the Highway Department helped out the 
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Environmental Services department since they only had five drivers able to drive the roll-off 

trucks.  Commissioner Ham stated that much more material was due to the fact that more people 

are staying at home and cleaning up, which equates to more trash plus the normal holiday 

increase.  Mr. Hardee agreed more loads are typical in December.    

   

 

Next, Mr. Hardee stated a spreadsheet was included in the packets for the Rebuild 

Alabama Fund Annual Report.  He said no action is necessary but that this step is for 

informational purposes as required.  Mr. Hardee stated in accordance with Code of Alabama 

§23-1-433(f), at the first meting in January of each year following the creation of the Rebuild 

Alabama fund, the county engineer shall present to the County Commission a written report 

detailing the expenditures made from the fund the previous fiscal year; and, the report shall be 

entered into the minutes of the County Commission meeting and shall be made available to the 

public for inspection, including posting on the county’s website.  Mr. Hardee stated the report 

was developed by the Association of County Engineers of Alabama (ACEA) which meets the 

accountability requirements.   Mr. Hardee stated the report will be posted on the county’s 

website as well as located at the Lee County Highway Department.  

  

 

Last, Judge English stated after attending a Microsoft Team Meeting today with EAMC, 

he was asked to announce that anyone 75 or older that resides in Lee, Chambers or Macon 

counties are eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.  They should register by going online at 

EAMC.org to schedule an appointment.  They indicated that phone calling the hospital or the 

health department are not effective.     

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, p-card transaction listing and minutes of the December 14 meeting. 

In addition, a list of claims for ratification was placed on each Commissioners desk prior to the 

meeting.   First reading to reappoint Dick Key to the Smiths Water and Sewer Authority Board 

was made.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve 

the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried on a vote of 4-0-1 with 

Commissioner Brown abstaining due to her absence at the previous meeting. 

 

 

Danielle Ritch, Tara Brumfield, and Lynne Abernathy spoke to the Commission at 

length concerning the proposed quarry in the Beulah area.    First, Danielle Ritch appeared 

before the Commission stating she and others are residents of the county and looking to the 

Commission for their assistance in this matter.  Mrs. Ritch asked the Commission to help in 

their opposition to the quarry by the following:  1) to ask state legislators for their help by 

showing support in opposition to the quarry; and 2) to hire legal representation by retaining the 

same firm hired by the City of Opelika.  Commissioner Ham questioned Judge English about 
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hiring an attorney to represent the county, and Judge English said he had contacted the firm in 

Birmingham that was involved in the previous quarry effort.  Commissioner Ham stated he 

would suggest that Opelika participate in the same manner as the county did on the proposed 

quarry on the north side of Opelika and indicated he has talked to Auburn Mayor Ron Anders 

asking Auburn to match whatever Opelika does.   Judge English stated he reached out to the 

same firm that represented Opelika and is waiting on a written proposal from them.   

Commissioner Long agreed that the same firm should be retained to represent the county in the 

matter.   Commissioners Cannon and Brown agreed to proceed with legal representation.  

Commissioner LaGrand stated he is 210% against the quarry stating he will fight it all the way.  

Commissioner Long questioned if the Commission would agree to allow Judge English to draft 

a letter to the Legislators asking for their support.    

Next, Tara Brumfield appeared before the Commission stating the two entities they are 

opposing are CreekWood Resources and Weyerhaeuser, the company leasing the land to 

CreekWood Resources.  Mrs. Brumfield stated the Beulah community is drastically smaller than 

the City of Opelika, but that 2,700 individuals signed a petition in opposition to the quarry.  

Mrs. Brumfield stated she would like to make the following requests of the Commission:  1) to 

assemble a leadership team with local legislators; 2) to request that ADEM hold a public 

hearing on the application; and 3) to obtain legal representation in opposition to the quarry.   

Mrs. Brumfield pleaded with the Commission to protect the citizens of Beulah.   Mrs. Brumfield 

stated they asked the Commissioner to help and he purchased signs and showed his presence at 

the second community meeting.  Mrs. Brumfield stated he was elected as a representative for 

the people, elected by the people, not to work against them.  Judge English questioned 

Commissioner Ham if he would like to address the statements.  Commissioner Ham only stated 

what Mrs. Brumfield said was not true.  Commissioner Ham questioned who had contributed 

over $1,000 to the cause.  Other than Commissioner Ham, only Mrs. Brumfield raised her hand.   

Last, Lynne Abernathy addressed the Commission concerning the quarry.  Ms. 

Abernathy stated the first location picked by CreekWood Resources was withdrawn over 

community concerns, now they have moved approximately six miles as the crow flies from the 

first location to the Beulah community because they don’t have any big business nearby and the 

property is not able to be annexed by a city.  Ms. Abernathy questioned who is CreekWood 

Resources; since there are at least 10 companies associated with Jeff Majors who is listed as the 

managing member of CreekWood Resources.  Ms. Abernathy also stated that a ready-mix plant 

and an asphalt plant are proposed at the same location as the quarry.  Ms. Abernathy stated not 

only will it entail trucks going in and out of the quarry, but additional truck traffic will be 

generated from those two plants as well.  Ms. Abernathy stated there are 68 families who will 

be affected in Sentinel Hills Subdivision, which does not include others traveling the road on a 

daily basis.  Lastly, Danielle Ritch appeared again stating that air & water permits have been 

applied for by CreekWood Resources.  Commissioner Ham stated he is keeping the line of 

communication open with CreekWood.  Mrs. Ritch stated the people of the Beulah community 

want the quarry stopped and asked for support from the entire Commission.  Commissioner 

Ham stated when he was on the Planning Commission prior to coming on the County 

Commission, citizens made it clear to him that they do not want zoning and questioned Mrs. 
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Ritch how far her home was located from the quarry.  Mrs. Ritch stated she didn’t know.  

Commissioner Ham stated it was approximately 2.5 miles because he used to be her neighbor, 

and he was building a home about three miles from the site, stating he is not happy either.    

 

 

Mr. Hardee again presented final plat approval for Eddins Creek Subdivision.  Judge 

English recognized Donald Pitts concerning this item.  Mr. Pitts questioned Mr. Hardee about 

minimum lot requirements of a subdivision stating he is concerned with 6 houses being built on 

a 10-acre lot.  Mr. Pitts stated he is not against the builder, but, is concerned about the number 

of houses and their lot size adjacent to his home.  Mr. Pitts thanked Mr. Hardee for sending him 

the letter addressing the issue.  Mr. Pitts questioned what is considered a subdivision tract.  Mr. 

Hardee answered five acres or larger is exempt from the subdivision regulations, further the 

Health Department dictates the minimum lot size.  Commissioner Ham stated he would like to 

discuss it further with the county engineer again before approving it.  Commissioner Long 

questioned whether it is legal to keep holding off if it meets the standards.   Mr. Hardee stated 

the plat has been reviewed and meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision 

and Land Development Regulations.  Mr. Hardee stated the information provided at the 

December 14, 2020 meeting has been reviewed concerning restrictive covenants for The 

Backwaters subdivision.  Mr. Hardee said the proposed subdivision, Eddins Creek, is a 

subdivision of parcel number 43-12-07-26-0-000-010.000.  This parcel was not created by The 

Backwaters subdivision; nor is it subject to the restrictive covenants recorded in deed book 

2465, page 967, which are incorporated into Mr. Pitts’ deed.  After further review, the parcel is 

not subject to any restrictive covenants on record.  Mr. Hardee stated according to Attorney 

General Opinion 2006-063, the approval of a subdivision by the County Commission is not 

subject to restrictive covenants.  The covenants may be enforced by the private parties involved 

but not by the county.  Judge English stated the Commission cannot enforce covenants.  

Commissioner Ham stated that is a civil matter.  Mr. Hardee stated he would be happy to go 

over the subdivision regulations with Mr. Pitts if he wanted.  Commissioner Ham stated he 

would be happy to talk with Mr. Pitts as well and gave him his business card.  After more 

discussion, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to grant final 

plat approval for Eddins Creek Subdivision.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion to approve the following Resolution to appoint 

Cheryl Benford-Piner to the Lee County Recreation Board.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Cheryl Benford-

Piner to the Lee County Recreation Board as the District 5 Beauregard representative to fulfil 

the unexpired term of John L. Johnson from January 11, 2021 until October 14, 2024. 
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Peter Byrd again discussed a personal concern with East Alabama Medical Center.  Mr. 

Byrd stated he was erroneously billed by EAMC.  Mr. Byrd stated the hospital took off the 

charge for anesthesia but did not remove the recovery room charge.  Mr. Byrd read about 10 

pages of notes to the Commission with concerns ranging from Medicare fraud by the hospital 

submitting fraudulent bills to patients and to the Medicare system to accusations of collecting 

taxpayer money to pay for suits against the hospital, all stemming from his personal issue over a 

bill for services received he believes is in error.  Mr. Byrd discussed that the Commission 

appoints hospital board members, but an amendment to the Articles of Incorporation in 2015 

changed the way that board members are appointed.  Further, Mr. Byrd stated he has been 

denied access to his medical records.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned Mr. Byrd of them 

denying access to his records.  Mr. Byrd said they stated it was due to COVID concerns.  Mr. 

Byrd asked if the Commissioners had any questions.  Hearing none, no action was taken by the 

Commission.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented a Warrant Resolution for Judge English to authorize the 

issuance of the General Obligation Warrants Series 2021 to refinance the original 2013 

Warrants issued for the Justice Center expansion.  Mr. Rendleman recognized Bob Young of 

Frazer Lanier.  Mr. Young stated the final numbers yielded more savings of approximately 

$500,000 over the next 13 years indicating the closing will take place Wednesday.  Mr. Young 

thanked the Commission for once again allowing them to be a part of the refinancing.   Mr. 

Young thanked Mr. Rendleman and his staff and thanked Attorney Stan Martin for working 

with the firm of Maynard Cooper on the bond issue.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Brown for Judge English to authorize the issuance of the General 

Obligation Warrants Series 2021.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented Professional Services Agreements with Foresite Group to 

provide additional services with Phase I projects at the parks in Beauregard and Beulah.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated the additional services include design revision for concession and restroom 

facilities, and stormwater and drainage design for future phases.   Commissioner Ham made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize Judge English to sign the Professional 

Services Agreement with Foresite Group for Phase I projects at the Beauregard Park and the 

Beulah Park.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

Human Resources Director Erica Norris presented educational reimbursement requests 

for Monica Holloway of the Maintenance Department and Sheriff’s Deputy Heather Freeman.   

Ms. Norris stated the requests have been approved by their appointing authorities and meets the 

minimum requirements.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

LaGrand to approve the educational reimbursement requests as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   
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Judge English indicated the Commission needs to adjourn into executive session to 

discuss potential litigation.  Judge English stated Mr. Rendleman and County Attorney Stan 

Martin need to attend, and asked Mr. Hardee to be available if needed.  Judge English stated the 

executive session will last approximately 30 minutes to an hour and action is anticipated at the 

conclusion.  At approximately 7:09 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Brown to adjourn into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Upon the conclusion of the Executive Session at approximately 7:30 p.m., 

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand, to authorize Judge 

English to engage legal services on the quarry issue, write letters to the members of the Lee 

County Legislative Delegation seeking their assistance, and to ADEM requesting a public 

hearing on the permit applications to be held in Lee County.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

  Commissioner Brown made a motion at approximately 7:35 p.m. to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, January 25, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Cannon. 

 

 

During citizens’ communication, Commissioner Robert Ham appeared to thank his 

fellow Commissioners and County Administrator Roger Rendleman.    Commissioner Ham 

stated he was proud to serve with each Commissioner.  Commissioner Ham thanked the 

Commission for their efforts in opposing the rock quarry. 

          

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones, and Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  News media in 

attendance:  Opelika-Auburn News reporter Mike Eads. 

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee recognized Chief Blake Simpkins of the Beulah 

Volunteer Fire Department and President of the Lee County Firefighters Association to accept 

the chainsaws on behalf of the seven Volunteer Fire Departments.  Mr. Hardee stated due to the 

pandemic organizing the presentation has taken some time.  Mr. Hardee stated he wished to 

recognize them for what they do stating he is fortunate to have them working with the Highway 

Department.  Mr. Hardee stated the Volunteer Fire Departments respond to emergencies more 

rapidly than the Highway Department and are able to remove limbs and debris off the roads 

until the Highway Department can get there to remove them.   Mr. Hardee thanked Mr. 

Simpkins for their continued support.   

   

 

EMA Director Rita Smith introduced EMA’s newest employee Michael Holden to the 

Commission, who was sworn-in by Judge English.    The Commission welcomed Mr. Holden.   

 

 

Judge English asked the Commissioners who had received their packets prior to the 

meeting.  Two of the five stated they had not, but three received them today.    Judge English 

asked if they wanted to move it up a day to Wednesday which would get the packets out sooner 

but would cut off the agenda a day earlier.   Commissioners Cannon, Brown and Long stated 

they would prefer the packet to be emailed to them.  Commissioner Ham and LaGrand stated 

they preferred both methods, by email and in the mail. 
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Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, p-card transaction listing and minutes of the January 11 meeting. In 

addition, a list of claims for ratification was placed on each Commissioner’s desk prior to the 

meeting.   First reading to reappoint Harry Lazenby to the Beauregard Water Authority Board 

was made.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve 

the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Under old business, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon to approve the following Resolution to reappoint Dick Key to the Smiths Water and 

Sewer Authority Board.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

    RESOLUTION 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Richard “Dick” Key 

to serve another six-year term on the Smiths Water and Sewer Authority Board from March 1, 

2021 to March 1, 2027.   

 

  

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price presented a request for an abatement extension for 

V2 Composites, an industry located in Auburn, but outside the city limits.  Mrs. Price explained 

that the company is requesting a six-month extension because equipment ordered prior to the 

pandemic has not been received.  Mrs. Price stated once approved she will draft a letter for the 

Chairman to sign.  Upon the presentation, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Brown to authorize the Chairman to sign the abatement extension agreement 

once prepared by Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  The motion carried unanimously.        

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented results of Bid #2021-02 for uniform dry cleaning.  Sheriff Jones 

stated two bids were received and the recommendation is to award the bid to the lowest 

responsive bidder, Downtown Cleaners.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to award Bid #2021-02 for uniform dry cleaning to Downtown Cleaners.  

The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Next, Sheriff Jones presented results of Bid #2021-04 for a portable restroom trailer.  

Sheriff Jones stated the purchase is not a budgeted item but will be paid 100% by Federal funds.  

Sheriff Jones recommended the Commission accept the lone bid from Nordic Group for 

$28,973.00.    Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to accept 

the lone bid from Nordic Group for $28,973 for a portable restroom trailer for the Sheriff’s 

Office.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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Mr. Hardee presented a speed limit reduction for Lee Roads 185 & 739 located in 

District 4.   Mr. Hardee stated a citizen approached the Highway Department about decreasing 

the speed limit on the roads.   Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department conducted a traffic 

study and recommends the speed limit be reduced from 45 mph on the paved portions and 35 

mph on the unpaved portions to 25 mph for both on Lee Roads 185 and 739.  Commissioner 

Ham agreed especially on Lee Road 739.  Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department 

recommends this as a reasonable and safe maximum speed limit.   Commissioner Ham made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to reduce the speed limit to 25 on Lee Roads 185 

and 739.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented a speed limit reduction for Lee Road 14 in District 5.  Mr. Hardee 

stated a citizen approached the Highway Department about decreasing the speed limit on Lee 

Road 14.  Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department conducted a traffic study and 

recommends the speed limit be reduced from 45 mph to 30 mph on Lee Road 14.  Mr. Hardee 

stated there is a bridge on the road with a design speed of 20 mph and it will be posted 

accordingly.  Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department recommends this as a reasonable and 

safe maximum speed limit.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to reduce the speed limit on Lee Road 14 from 45 mph to 30 mph and at 

the bridge 20 mph speed limit as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented an Adopt-a-Mile application from the 288 Association.  They are 

wishing to adopt Lee Road 288, which is in District 3, and runs from US Highway 280 to Lee 

Road 289.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to authorize 

the Chairman to sign the application for the 288 Association. The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Ms. Smith presented a request from Beauregard Volunteer Fire Department to purchase 

seven pulse oximeters for $3,782.98 through EMA.  Ms. Smith explained the CARES funds are 

no longer available, but the pulse oximeters can be purchased with FEMA funds which are paid 

on a 75/25 basis, so the items would be reimbursed for $2,837.24 with Beauregard Volunteer 

Fire Department paying the 25% or $945.74.   Judge English asked why the funding needs to go 

through the Commission if CARES funds are no longer available to us.  Ms. Smith stated we 

are still under a Federal declaration.  Ms. Smith stated if FEMA does not reimburse 75% of the 

cost then Beauregard Volunteer Fire Department would assume the total cost of the purchase.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve the 

agreement with Beauregard Volunteer Fire Department for the purchase of seven pulse 

oximeters with FEMA funds.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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Ms. Smith presented results of Bid #2021-03 for nitrile gloves due to the critical demand 

from healthcare facilities and first responders for gloves during the COVID-19 public health 

emergency.  Ms. Smith stated 14 bids were received, after 9 bids were mailed out.  The 

remainder came from the online posting.  Ms. Smith recommended the Commission accept the 

lowest responsive bid of GK Trading of Warren, New Jersey.  Commissioner Cannon made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to award Bid #2021-03 for nitrile gloves to GK 

Trading.   The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Governmental Relations/Safety Manager Wendy Swann presented details of an ADECA 

Community Development Block Grant available through CARES funding.  Mrs. Swann stated 

Lee County has an allocation of $500,000 to be used for pandemic related projects approved by 

ADECA through the application process. Mrs. Swann stated currently she is working with Lee-

Russell Council of Governments, Lee County EMA and the City of Smiths Station to determine 

which project(s) would provide the most benefit to the citizens of Lee County.  Mrs. Swann 

stated both the City of Auburn and Opelika have their own projects.  Mrs. Swann stated this is 

only informational and once a decision is made, it will be presented to the Commission for 

authorization.   Mrs. Swann stated no action is needed tonight.   

 

 

Commissioner Brown thanked Mr. Hardee on the presentation of the chainsaws to the 

Volunteer Fire Departments since she is aware the project was near and dear to Commissioner 

Johnny Lawrence.   

 

 

Commissioner Brown made a motion at approximately 5:30 p.m. to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, February 8, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 

followed by an invocation by Commissioner Brown. 

 

 

During citizens’ communication, Peter Byrd again appeared before the Commission to 

voice his concerns about EAMC billing issues.  Mr. Byrd indicated that EAMC says they 

cannot provide access to his records due to COVID-19.  Mr. Byrd stated EAMC generated a 

paper copy of his records, which he states it is not a correct copy of his records.  Last, Mr. Byrd 

presented to Chairman English an Open Records Request.  The request contained the following 

items from the East Alabama Health Care Authority and EAMC: 1) The annual financial 

statement for the years 2019 and 2020; and 2) the Corporate Articles and Bylaws, including all 

amendments.   Mr. Byrd submitted his request.   

 

Next, Lee County Recreation Board member Ernest Griggs appeared to update the 

Commission on property located in Loachapoka for recreation.  Mr. Griggs stated that 

Commissioners Cannon, Ham and LaGrand met with them to look at proposed location which is 

the old Loachapoka Community Center property.  Mr. Griggs stated it is a five-acre lot, but best 

of all it is being offered for free by the Town of Loachapoka.    

           

Next, Misty Carroll appeared before the Commission concerning the Del Ranch issue.  

Ms. Carroll stated Del Ranch has been in her family since 1975 when her grandmother opened 

the establishment.  In 2014 after her grandmother died, her mother hired a manager to help to 

run the day-to-day operations, but found they catered to a different crowd.  Ms. Carroll stated 

they found out the manager had served time and had 37 counts against him.  Ms. Carroll stated 

they found out he was embezzling and misappropriating funds.  Ms. Carroll stated her mother 

terminated his contract in 2019.   Further, Ms. Carroll stated the family had plans to convert it 

back to the way her grandmother intended, but then the pandemic hit.  Ms. Carroll stated she 

nor her family are the ones committing the crimes.  Ms. Carroll stated they have the same safety 

goals in running this business for her mother, the employees, the patrons, and the community.  

Ms. Carroll stated she is willing to work together with law enforcement to provide as safe an 

environment as possible but stated it takes time and she would ask that her family be allowed 

that time to get things under control.  Last, Ms. Carroll stated crime is a problem across the 

country, not isolated to the Del Ranch, and shutting down a sustainable business that has been in 

her family for 46 years is not the solution to the root of the problem.      

 

Next, Mayor Bubba Copeland appeared to speak concerning the performance of EMA 

Director Rita Smith.  Mayor Copeland stated he was speaking for Smiths Station alone and 

only.  Mayor Copeland stated during tornadoes in March 2019, Ms. Smith had gone above and 

beyond the call of duty, and that he is not here on her request, but on his own.  Mayor Copeland 

stated last night their Fire Chief had a fire at his house and they were there at 1:00 am to assist.  

Further, Mayor Copeland stated he supports extending the employment of the EMA Director 
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and her staff. 

 

Commissioner LaGrand stated he echoes the words of Mr. Griggs about the potential 

property in Loachapoka for recreation purposes.  Commissioner LaGrand thanked 

Commissioner Cannon, Commissioner Ham, Loachapoka Mayor Holder and Lee County Parks 

Manager Ryan Norris for meeting at the possible site, which has so much potential.   

Commissioner LaGrand further stated he and Commissioner Ham went to see the Beulah 

Complex which is beautiful.  Commissioner LaGrand stated he had a chance to ride around 

Beulah and the Lake Harding area, which raises his opposition of the quarry from 200% to 

250%.  

 

Last, Opelika Police Chief Shane Healey stated he was in attendance, like Mayor 

Copeland, to speak on behalf of EMA Director Rita Smith about her employment.  Chief 

Healey stated he worked alongside Ms. Smith during the response to the March 2019 tornadoes 

in Beauregard stating she has the drive and willingness to stay until the job is done.   Further, 

Chief Healey stated Ms. Smith is a world class trainer stating she has brought training to the 

Opelika Police Department to help with their job.   Last, Chief Healey stated it is great to have 

partners that you trust and can count on and who are willing to stand beside us to help with 

whatever needs to be done.   He asked that she be given a shot to stay on as EMA Director.    

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones, Smiths Station Mayor Bubba Copeland and Interim District 

Attorney Jessica Ventiere.  News media in attendance:  Opelika-Auburn News reporter Mike 

Eads and Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester along with reporter Kayla Evans.  

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, p-card and Blackbaud transaction listing and minutes of the January 

25 meeting.  Judge English stated Commissioner Long had not received his packet until today 

and questioned if any other Commissioner had any issue receiving their packet.  No other 

Commissioner had an issue.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Under old business, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

LaGrand to approve the following Resolution to reappoint Harry Lazenby to the Beauregard 

Water Authority Board.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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    RESOLUTION 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Harry Lazenby to 

serve on the Beauregard Water Authority Board for another six-year term from March 1, 2021 

to March 1, 2027.   

 

 

Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann discussed the ADECA 

CDBG opportunity for COVID-19 funds.  Mrs. Swann stated the Alabama Rural Ministries and 

the City of Smiths Station were anxious to begin the process so funding could be available as 

soon as possible.  At the last meeting Mrs. Swann provided the Commission up to three possible 

projects for the citizens of the community, they include:  1) rental and utility assistance; 2) 

supplemental donation to the East Alabama Food Bank; and 3) the possibility of a mobile 

vaccination clinic.  Mrs. Swann stated the rental and utility assistance would be administered by 

agreement with the Alabama Rural Ministries since they have experience with the CDBG 

program.  Commissioner Ham questioned the total amount of the grant.  Mrs. Swann stated 

$500,00 with 10% allocated for administration duties or $50,000.  Commissioner Ham 

questioned who would receive the administration fees.  Mrs. Swann stated the Alabama Rural 

Ministries and/or Lee-Russell Council of Governments depending of how the funds are used.   

Commissioner Brown questioned the process of how the funds will be allocated to the Alabama 

Rural Ministries and the East Alabama Food Bank.  Mrs. Swann stated since these are CDBG 

funds they are subject to CDBG guidelines and will only be available for eligible applicants in 

the unincorporated areas.  Mrs. Swann asked the Commission to approve the projects and 

authorize the Chairman to sign the Local Government Agreement with the City of Smiths 

Station and the Memorandum of Understanding with Alabama Rural Ministries once 

documentation is complete.  After the presentation, Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the projects and authorize the Chairman to sign the 

documents once completed.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

Vikki Reed called prior to the meeting asking to reschedule to the next meeting on 

February 22, 2021.    

 

 

Commissioner Ham stated the one-year probationary period for EMA Director Rita 

Smith is near and requested that Ms. Smith give an overview of the past year.   Ms. Smith stated 

she included a one-year overview of EMA activities in the packets.  During the meeting, Ms. 

Smith distributed a notebook containing detailed information, including her one-year and five-

year plan for the EMA Department.  Ms. Smith stated they are moving from providing PPE 

supplies to assisting with COVID vaccinations.  Ms. Smith stated she is providing a staff 

member to assist at the current vaccination site in Auburn.   Ms. Smith stated she has gone from 

a staff of two, herself and Austin Jones, to being fully staffed in a year.  Ms. Smith stated she 
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sets a high bar not only for herself, but for her staff as well.  Ms. Smith stated her department 

has done a lot of things COVID related over the past year, in addition, search and rescue that 

lasted 52 hours for one of our own, provided assistance for a drowning victim and other 

assistance, not included due to its sensitive nature.  Commissioner Ham stated he was able to 

receive his vaccine Wednesday and stated he has never seen anything so well organized.  Ms. 

Smith stated EAMC, City of Auburn, City of Opelika and EMA had worked together on it and 

it has worked beautifully.   Ms. Smith stated she is thankful for the cooperation among those 

groups.  Commissioner Ham stated he is not surprised to see all agencies in the community 

come together.  Commissioner Ham questioned Ms. Smith about speaking engagements.  Ms. 

Smith stated due to the pandemic there have been a lot of restrictions placed on it, but she has 

spoken with different groups, Spire Gas Company, Alabama Power Company, Rotarians and 

other private groups, not counting a number of zoom meetings, which has become the norm.  

Commissioner Ham stated he had asked former Director Kathy Carson to hold public 

information seminars on different topics, stating one was on a pandemic.  Ms. Smith stated they 

have on their radar is to have brown bag luncheons to discuss different topics of interest to the 

community.   Commissioner Brown asked more about her one year and five-year goals.  Ms. 

Smith stated she would like to see a rebranding of her department.  Ms. Smith stated she will 

continue to build relationships with our partners and our community resources.  Further, Ms. 

Smith stated she will be sure her new staff will receive the training necessary and to build better 

relationships with EAMC and ADPH.   Commissioner LaGrand thanked Ms. Smith for the great 

job she has done over the past year and questioned if there are plans to commemorate the two-

year anniversary of the tornadoes in Beauregard.  Ms. Smith affirmed a ceremony will be held 

at the fountain at the Courthouse square.  Commissioner Ham stated the next step will be to give 

Ms. Smith the job and take her off probation at the next meeting.               

 

 

Sheriff Jones discussed the situation at Del Ranch Bar and Grill.  Sheriff Jones stated he 

provided information in the packets on the progression of events at the Del Ranch over the last 

few years.  Sheriff Jones affirmed the discussion by Ms. Carroll that the Del Ranch has been 

open since 1975, stating he admires someone that has been in business over four decades.  

Sheriff Jones stated through the years the response by the Sheriff’s Office has been as expected 

from the venue driven activities based on the type of business, which is expected, and can’t be 

totally prevented.  Sheriff Jones stated in the past few years the license changed to a club-type 

license which has brought problems and has come to a point where we are concerned from a 

public safety standpoint.  Sheriff Jones stated it is not to indict the Del Ranch or those 

associated with it stating he admires Mrs. Grady and the family for running a business over the 

years.  Sheriff Jones stated when it is coming from a particular location and creating a specific 

problem from a law enforcement standpoint it becomes our business.  Sheriff Jones stated it is 

our job is to protect the citizens of Lee County, of particular concern are those in the vicinity of 

the business as well as the patrons. Sheriff Jones stated it has escalated recently, especially 

violent activity involving firearms.  Sheriff Jones stated he is making an informational type 

presentation to: a) let you know we are having some problems; and, 2) that we intend to address 
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those that involve public safety.  Sheriff Jones stated in his opinion there are management issues 

with inadequate security measures.  Sheriff Jones stated he had a discussion with Mrs. Carroll in 

regard to operating hours, since most of the events have occurred during the early morning 

hours after other establishments have closed and people migrate to the Del Ranch, that is when 

we’ve seen most of these problems occur that have been very violent in nature.  Sheriff Jones 

stated his hope and desire is to work with management to increase safety through their security 

procedures at the establishment to hopefully mitigate some of the problems and talked about 

modified hours.   Sheriff Jones stated to their credit since the first of the year an effort has been 

made to curtail their hours and the Sheriff’s Office has not had the type of calls as they have had 

in the past; he said it seems an effort is being made, and one he appreciates.  Sheriff Jones stated 

he wanted to make the Commission aware of the situation and that if things continue, especially 

where public safety is concerned, he may be back at a future date to request some specific 

action with the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board and possibly a licensing change.    

Commissioner LaGrand thanked Sheriff Jones for the presentation.   Judge English stated 

Sheriff Jones has been at this a long time and asked him if there are other establishments with 

this volume of calls.  Sheriff Jones stated no, other locations have calls, but not the volume of 

calls received at this particular location.  Judge English questioned if the hours have been 

curtailed.  Sheriff Jones affirmed it.   Commissioner Long questioned their hours.  Sheriff Jones 

stated they close at 1:00 a.m. which is 2:00 a.m. ET, and, Saturday nights close at midnight 

which is 1:00 a.m. ET.   Sheriff Jones stated they have been agreeable to that.     Commissioner 

Long addressed Ms. Carroll stating he is not trying to close them down, but stating he will not 

continue to take the phone calls from people about the noise, people shooting one another and 

the fights that occur all during the night.  Commissioner Long asked for her assistance to help to 

curtail these activities and not stay open until 5:30 in the morning.   Judge English questioned if 

the ABC Board has regulations on hours of operation or time limits.  Sheriff Jones stated it 

depends on the type of license and they have a Club Liquor Class II license which is a private 

club license, which allows extended hours of operation and other requirements like having a 

membership role and membership dues.  Judge English questioned Ms. Carroll if they have a 

membership role and pay dues.  Ms. Carroll affirmed it.   Commissioner Ham asked Ms. Carroll 

to help them and stated he had a similar situation in his district and was able to talk with the 

owner for help in that situation.      

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented a restaurant retail liquor license application for Good Ol Boys 

Restaurant located on Lee Road 10 in District 2.  Sheriff Jones stated the business has been 

closed and now intends to reopen under new ownership.  Sheriff Jones stated he received no 

objections to the issuance of the license at this location.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to approve the following Resolution.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the restaurant retail 

liquor license application by Good Ol Boys Restaurant located at 1843 Sandhill Road, Auburn.         
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County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented two change orders for the 

Beauregard Sports Park.  Mr. Rendleman stated the Beauregard Baseball Association had 

approached him to include additional value items to be more usable for their activities, grassing 

changes and some base changes.  Mr. Rendleman stated the second change involves the 

mounds.  The two changes come underneath the original contract but need to be added as a 

change order.  The two change orders total $33,491.83.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the two change orders as presented.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

   

 

Next, Mr. Rendleman stated Revenue Commissioner Oline Price had approached him 

concerning the Appraisal Department operations with the recent retirement of Chief Appraiser 

Richie LaGrand.   Mr. Rendleman stated he still has reservations concerning having one person 

over the valuation, assessment, and collection of property taxes from an internal control 

perspective, there are a few compelling reasons for the consideration.  First, Code of Alabama 

instructs the County Commission to have property in the county appraised “through its 

respective tax assessor, which would be the Revenue Commissioner.  Second, we already assign 

the day-to-day oversight of other county employees to elected officials like the Probate Judge 

and the Revenue Commissioner based on those officials’ statutory responsibilities through our 

personnel policies.  Third, the same reasons identified in the first paragraph.  Finally, the 

Courthouse Annex building was designed and constructed with the consideration of how 

integrated the appraisal and assessment functions are on a daily basis.  Even with the 

compelling reasons, the County Commission has a responsibility within the Code of Alabama 

for the appraisal process.  The relevant code sections include 40-7-62, 40-7-66 and 40-7-67.    

Mr. Rendleman requested the Commission approve the following with an effective date of 

March 1, 2021:  1) shift day-to-day oversight of the Appraisal Department to the Lee County 

Revenue Commissioner; 2) adopt the attached additional policies as measures for the County 

Commission’s responsibilities under Sections 40-7-62, 40-7-66 and 40-7-67, and; 3) consider 

increasing the Revenue Commissioner’s compensation by $1,200.00 per month.  

Policies below will be in addition to any other County Commission policies in effect: 

• All appraised property values shall be initially determined and entered into the 

information systems by the professional staff in the appraisal department. 

• Any changes shall be recorded by identifying who made the change and the 

reasoning for such change. 

• The Chief Administrative Officer, or other designee of the County Commission, 

shall review the records and the document changes from time to time. 

• Upon completion of the Board of Equalization process, decisions regarding   

addressing appeals made to the circuit court shall be determined by the Revenue 

Commissioner and the Chief Administrative Officer.  

• Any issues and/or disputes not resolved between the Revenue Commissioner and 

Chief Administrative Officer will be heard by the County Commission.  
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Mr. Rendleman stated no action is needed tonight but action will be requested at the next 

meeting.   Commissioner Ham questioned Mr. Rendleman’s reservation about all functions 

being under one umbrella and asked how other counties do this and if they are separated like us.   

Mr. Rendleman stated Lee County is one of only two that has it structured like this, us and 

Russell County.  Commissioner Ham reiterated the effective date of March 1, 2021.  Mr. 

Rendleman affirmed that date.   Commissioner Brown questioned bullet point number 3, on the 

statement from time to time indicating it is an ambiguous statement.  Mr. Rendleman stated that 

it is just to have some controls in place so that the Commission has the ability from time to time, 

not definite.  Judge English asked if Mrs. Price understood the concept in the role of oversight 

by the Commission.  Mr. Rendleman stated the policy makes the three code sections clearer, 

because the Commission has a responsibility for the process so if there is an issue from time to 

time, then the Commission can address it.  Judge English questioned if there is any action 

needed.  Mr. Rendleman stated none tonight but it will be on the next agenda.  

 

              

Mr. Rendleman presented a proposal for an employee advancement program for 

Commission consideration.  Mr. Rendleman stated this is one of the final two concepts that 

came from the Evergreen Pay and Classification study for Commission consideration.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated there are still some details and implementation steps to be finalized; however, 

the Advancement Program is in a position to be considered for adoption.  Mr. Rendleman stated 

the Advancement Program is intended primarily for entry level positions to provide an 

opportunity for promotions based on time and performance regardless of turnover rates in 

supervisory or similar higher-level positions.  A proposed policy for the Advancement Program 

was included in the Commission packets.  The positions with both a Level 1 and a Level II 

range assignments are the positions that are up for Commission consideration for the 

Advancement Program designation.  Mr. Rendleman stated no new positions are being added.  

The Title Changes and Position with the grade in orange are those positions that need 

adjustments to achieve the programs goal and to maintain equity within the classification plan.  

Mr. Rendleman stated the only one with significance is within the Sheriff’s Department.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated the Advancement Program is being presented for consideration and adoption 

at a subsequent meeting with a planned effective date of June 1, 2021 for the implementation of 

the program and the related changes.  Judge English questioned if the item would be on the next 

agenda.  Mr. Rendleman stated either the next agenda if no questions are presented or either the 

first meeting in March.   

 

 

Next, Mr. Rendleman presented a new environmental services worker position for 

Commission consideration.  Mr. Rendleman stated the position will be covered by an existing 

vacant position thereby not requiring an additional budgeted position.  Mr. Rendleman asked 

the Commission to approve the creation of an Environmental Service Worker position and 

assign the pay range 107, which is starting at $30,204.17 and tops out at $45,608.30.  

Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve the 
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Environmental Service Worker position as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

Ms. Smith presented for Commission consideration a proposed agreement for 

LCEMA/CERT volunteers.  Ms. Smith stated Mr. Rendleman and County Attorney Stan Martin 

have reviewed the document and are satisfied with it.  Ms. Smith stated the agreements will be 

used for anyone volunteering with the Emergency Management Agency.  Commissioner Ham 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve the agreement for 

LCEMA/CERT volunteers.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

Judge English stated County Engineer Justin Hardee needed to add an item to the agenda 

for Commissioner training to be held in conjunction with a Commission meeting concerning the 

stormwater program.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown 

to add the item to the Agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.   Mr. Hardee stated he sent an 

email concerning Commissioner training for “non-point source education for municipal 

officials”, called their NEMO Program.  Mr. Hardee stated this is part of the public education 

requirements for our MS4 permit, that is implemented annually and submitted to ADEM on our 

efforts in educating the public and our public officials to protect our watershed and our streams.  

Mr. Hardee stated the last time training was held was in 2014 and we have added three new 

Commissioners since then.  Mr. Hardee stated the training would be held on March 29 either 

before or after the Commission meeting by individuals from the Alabama Extension Service 

Office.  Mr. Hardee stated the deadline is April 1 for completion.  Commissioner Long stated he 

preferred to hold it at 4:15 p.m. prior to the meeting.  Judge English stated he preferred 4:15 

p.m. and questioned if the commission members were available March 29.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to schedule the 

stormwater training at 4:15 p.m. on March 29, 2021.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

Judge English stated he needed to add an item to the Agenda concerning a memo he 

placed on each Commissioner’s bench prior to the meeting concerning a petition to call for a 

Special Election for planning and zoning for Beat 13 in Beulah.  Judge English stated the 

petition had 633 signatures and he started Wednesday night and finished last night, with 

currently have 445 signatures verified who vote in Beat 13 and own property in Beat 13.  The 

number of voters in Beat 13 on the day the petition was turned in was 2,656. The required 15% 

of that is 399, stating he still has about 190 to sort out, odds and ends, but stated there are more 

than enough already verified.  Judge English stated he wanted to get it before the Commission 

as soon as possible.  The legislation says the Special Election must be not less than 90 and no 

more than 120 days after the petition seeking election is filed in the Probate Office, and since it 

was filed on February 3, the earliest possible date to hold an election is May 11 and the latest is 

June 8, a fairly tight window.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to add the item to the Agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.  Judge English stated 
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discussion needs to be held because there are a lot of unanswered questions.  Judge English 

stated he had sent an email to the Commission from Mr. Richard Davis last week.  Judge 

English stated he is comfortable with the dates he has presented to the Commission.  

Commissioner Ham questioned the date of May 11.  Judge English stated that May 11 is the 

earliest an election can possibly be held, but is right on 90 days and May 18 puts us in a position 

that there is no question we are more than 90 days.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to hold 

a Special Election on May 18 for planning and zoning in Beat 13.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand and carried unanimously.   

 

Judge English asked each Commissioner to be prepared at the next meeting to present 

two names as their representatives for appointment to the Lee County Planning Commission.   

 

   

Commissioner Brown made a motion at approximately 6:15 p.m. to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, February 22, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited, followed by an invocation by Judge English. 

 

 

During citizens’ communication, Peter Byrd again appeared before the Commission to 

thank Judge English for the information received from his Public Records Request at the last 

meeting.  Mr. Byrd stated the Commission should have the FY2019 and FY2020 financial 

statements of East Alabama Health Care Authority since that was a requirement of the 

Amendment to their Articles of Incorporation in 2015.   

 

Next, Maggie Lawrence appeared to inform the Commission that she is going to 

continue former Commissioner Johnny Lawrence’s legacy of public service.  Mrs. Lawrence 

stated she has a certificate in Basic Public Information Officer training and is currently taking 

courses for the Master PIO Class.  Mrs. Lawrence stated once she has completed the Masters’ 

course she will be one of three in the State of Alabama and one of the two who hold that 

designation in Lee County, the other one is EMA Director Rita Smith.  Mrs. Lawrence stated 

she wants to work with the Commission to hopefully start a program like the Statewide Crisis 

Communications Board, of which she is a member.   

           

Next, Commissioner Brown thanked Mrs. Lawrence for her service acknowledging that 

she has big shoes to fill after filling the position upon the death of Commissioner Lawrence.  

Commissioner Brown thanked Sheriff Jones and Lieutenant David Mayo for the opportunity to 

do a ride-along with Lt. Mayo recently.  Last, Commissioner Brown stated she had an 

opportunity to see the new Beulah Park and was impressed with it and for the opportunity it 

provides to the youth of the area.    

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:  Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 

reporter Hannah Lester and WTVM reporter Amaya Graham.  

 

 

 Judge English recognized those in attendance from Beauregard High School in 

recognition of FFA Week.  They included:  Agriscience Teacher/FFA Leader Whitney Dyess, 

Assistant Principal Cynthia Meals, and FFA members Alex Tarnowski, Jewel Thompson and 

Victoria Thompson.  FFA member Jewel Thompson read the following Proclamation to 

recognize February 20-27, 2021 as FFA Week.  
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     PROCLAMATION 

 WHEREAS, FFA and agricultural education provide a strong foundation for the youth 

of America and the future of food, fiber and natural resources systems; and 

 WHEREAS, FFA promotes premier leadership personal growth and career success 

among its members; and  

 WHEREAS, agricultural education and FFA ensure a steady supply of young 

professionals to meet the growing needs in the science, business and technology of agriculture; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the FFA motto – “Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living 

to Serve: - gives direction and purpose to these students who take an active role in succeeding in 

agricultural education, and 

 WHEREAS, FFA promotes citizenship, volunteerism, patriotism and cooperation.  

 THEREFORE, I do hereby designate the week of February 20-27, 2021, as National 

FFA Week.   

 

 

Next, EMA Director Rita Smith announced a Reflection and Remembrance Service will 

be held at noon on March 3, 2021 at the water fountain at the Courthouse square.  The service is 

to remember especially the 23 victims lost in the March 2019 tornadoes   Ms. Smith stated the 

service is open to the public and the media has been invited to attend.   Additionally, Ms. Smith 

stated there will be a service held in Smiths Station that same afternoon.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, Blackbaud transaction listing and minutes of the February 8 

meeting.  Judge English mentioned that all Commissioners received their packets noting that 

Commissioner Long received his packet Friday.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Under old business, Vikki Reed was not in attendance for the discussion of coronavirus 

activity at the Auburn Satellite Office, and that item will not be renewed unless she contacts us 

again.     

 

 

As presented at the last meeting, Commissioner Ham stated it is time for EMA Director 

Rita Smith’s one-year evaluation.  Commissioner Ham stated he would like Ms. Smith to stay 

on permanently, not under contract, and grant a 10% increase over her current salary.  

Commissioner Cannon stated he has known Ms. Smith a long time and under his observation 

she has done an excellent job for the county.   Next, Commissioner LaGrand echoed that 

sentiment saying Ms. Smith has done an excellent job.  Judge English questioned Mr. 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REG. ADJ. TERM, FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

 

 

 

3 

Rendleman if the position is classified.  Mr. Rendleman affirmed it was.  Commissioner 

LaGrand asked Commissioner Ham if his statement was in the form of a motion, Commissioner 

Ham affirmed it and Commissioner LaGrand seconded the motion to affirm Ms. Smith as Lee 

County EMA Director along with granting a 10% salary increase for completion of her one-year 

evaluation period.  Upon vote of the Commission, the motion carried unanimously.   

  

 

Mr. Rendleman stated the item to move daily operations of the Appraisal Department to 

the Revenue Commissioner was presented at the last meeting.  Mr. Rendleman recommended 

the Commission proceed with the action as outlined in Code §40-7-62.  Mr. Rendleman stated 

the effective date will be March 1, 2021 and Revenue Commissioner Oline Price will receive 

additional compensation of $1,200/per month for running the department.  Commissioner 

LaGrand stated March 1 is just around the corner and questioned if Mrs. Price has any specific 

changes to the work plan.  Mrs. Price stated first order of business is to hire a new Chief 

Appraiser but at this time she has no plans to change the office procedures currently in place.  

Upon this presentation, Commissioner Brown made a motion to approve the following effective 

March 1, 2021:  1) to shift day-to-day oversight of the Appraisal Department to the Lee County 

Revenue Commissioner; 2) to adopt the attached additional policies as measures for the County 

Commission’s responsibilities under Sections 40-7-62, 40-7-66 and 40-7-67, and; 3) to increase 

the Revenue Commissioner’s compensation by $1,200 per month.   

The following policies shall be in effect as long as the Revenue Commissioner 

supervises the day-to-day operations of the Appraisal Department.  Policies below will be in 

addition to any other County Commission policies in effect:       

• All appraised property values shall be initially determined and entered into the 

information systems by the professional staff in the appraisal department. 

• Any changes shall be recorded by identifying who made the change and the 

reasoning for such change. 

• The Chief Administrative Officer, or other designee of the County Commission, 

shall review the records and the document changes from time to time. 

• Upon completion of the Board of Equalization process, decisions regarding   

addressing appeals made to the circuit court shall be determined by the Revenue 

Commissioner and the Chief Administrative Officer.  

• Any issues and/or disputes not resolved between the Revenue Commissioner and 

Chief Administrative Officer will be heard by the County Commission.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried on a vote of 4-0-1 with 

Commissioner LaGrand abstaining.   

 

 

As presented to the Commission at the last meeting, Mr. Rendleman discussed the 

employee advancement program for entry level positions.  Mr. Rendleman stated the 

implementation date would be June 5, 2021 since there are details and implementation steps that 
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need finalizing.  Mr. Rendleman stated this is one of the final two concepts that came from the 

Evergreen Pay and Classification study.  The positions with both a Level 1 and a Level II range 

assignments are the positions that are up for Commission consideration for the Advancement 

Program designation.  The title changes and position with the grade in orange are those 

positions that need adjustments to achieve the program’s goal and to maintain equity within the 

classification plan.  Mr. Rendleman stated the only one with significance is within the Sheriff’s 

Department.  Upon his recommendations, Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to approve the Advancement Program, to adopt the positions as 

identified, and approve the seven pay range assignments effective June 5, 2021.   The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

 

Under new business, Judge English asked the Commission for first reading of the names 

of two individuals as their nominees to the Lee County Planning Commission.  The following 

were named:   

Chairman – Kevin Flanagan 

District 1 – Tom Kelly and Murray Neighbors  

District 2 – Ross Morris and Joe Stokes  

District 3 – Jason Flowers and Adam Littleton  

District 4 – Danielle Ritch and Will Neighbors  

District 5 – Christine Berry-Bradshaw and one other name to come soon 

 

 

Judge English presented the Annual Levy of Alcoholic Beverages for FY2021-2022 and 

stated there were no changes in the county fees, since currently they are at the maximum rate.  

Commissioner Brown made a motion to approve the following Resolution to set the Annual 

Levy of Alcoholic Beverages for FY2021-2022.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

LaGrand and carried unanimously.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the County license levies for 

the sale of liquor, beer and wine for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2021 to be set in the 

following amounts: 

 010 Lounge Retail Liquor – Class I               $150.00 

 011 Lounge Retail Liquor – Class II (Package)   150.00 

 020 Restaurant Retail Liquor       150.00 

 031 Club Liquor – Class I      150.00 

 032 Club Liquor – Class II       375.00 

 040 Retail Beer – (On or Off Premises)      75.00 

 050 Retail Beer - (Off Premises Only)      75.00 

 060 Retail Table Wine – (On or Off Premises)     75.00 

 070 Retail Table Wine – (Off Premises Only)     75.00 

 080 Liquor Wholesale       500.00 
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 090 Wholesale Beer Only       275.00 

 100 Wholesale Table Wine Only – 14.9% or Less    275.00 

 110 Wholesale Table Wine & Beer Combined   375.00 

 120 Warehouse License      100.00 

 130 Additional Warehouse – Wine, Beer or Both    100.00 

 140 Special Events Retail         75.00 

 150 Special Retail License – 30 Days or Less    100.00 

 160 Special Retail – More than 30 Days    250.00 

 170 Retail Common Carrier       150.00 

 200 Manufacturer        500.00 

 210 Importer        250.00 

 220 Brewpub         500.00 

230 International Motor Speedway              3,000.00 

 

 

Judge English noted the next Agenda item concerning the Charter Communications 

Agreement needs to be carried forward and thanked County Attorney Stan Martin for the 

reminder that the proposed changes have not been incorporated yet.   

 

 

Judge English informed the Commissioners that these next two items are not required to 

go through our typical board appointment policy of announcement, 30 days, 1st and 2nd reading, 

etc. because they can only be filled by County Commissioners.  He stated Commissioner Brown 

has agreed to serve on the Lee-Russell Council of Governments Board of Directors to fill the 

slot previously held by Commissioner Lawrence.  Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Ham to appoint Commissioner Brown to the Lee-Russell Council of 

Governments Board of Directors.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Judge English stated Commissioner Cannon has agreed to serve on the Auburn 

University Airport Advisory Board to fill a vacancy previously held by Commissioner 

Lawrence.   Judge English stated he feels it offers some unique benefits since Commissioner 

Cannon is a pilot and has a close relationship with Senator Tuberville.  Commissioner LaGrand 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to appoint Commissioner Cannon to the 

Auburn University Airport Advisory Board.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Mr. Hardee discussed the proposals from two architectural firms for the design of a 

central maintenance shop and engineering building to be located on the 35 acres the 

Commission purchased in 2014 at the corner of Williamson Avenue and Society Hill Road.  Mr. 

Hardee stated he needs no action tonight but will bring it forward at the next meeting for 

Commission consideration.  Mr. Hardee stated two proposal were received for the design of the 
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project, one from 2WR+Partners and one from JRW and Associates.  Mr. Hardee stated he and 

Mr. Rendleman will address any concerns of the Commission.  Commissioner Long questioned 

whether or not the architect firm is supplying the civil plans.  Mr. Rendleman stated that is a 

billable cost and is not provided by the firm.          

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented final plat approval for Deerfield Oaks Subdivision located 

in District 5.  Mr. Hardee stated construction of Deerfield Oaks Subdivision has been completed 

in accordance with the approved plans and meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County 

Subdivision and Land Development Regulations.  Mr. Hardee stated the proposed subdivision is 

located adjacent to Lee Road 39.  The development consists of 22 lots and approximately 0.275 

miles of roadway.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 

approve the final plat for Deerfield Oaks Subdivision as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented for Commission approval the preliminary plat for Mill 

Creek Landings Subdivision.  Mr. Hardee stated preliminary plat has been reviewed and meets 

the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations.  

Mr. Hardee stated the proposed subdivision is located adjacent to Lee Road 334 and Lee Road 

340. The adjacent property owner(s) were notified of the development by letters sent out 

February 9, 2021.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to 

grant the preliminary plat approval for Mill Creek Landings Subdivision as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented the results of Bid #LCP41-SRPM-21 for the 2021 striping and 

pavement markers on various public roads in the county.   Mr. Hardee stated one response was 

received for $319,789.30 from Hornsby Striping Company, Inc. of Tuskegee, Alabama.  Mr. 

Hardee stated upon review, our experience with the contractor, and because there is a shortage 

of contractors that perform this type of work, the Highway Department recommends the 

Commission award the project to Hornsby Striping Company, Inc.  Commissioner Ham 

questioned the number of miles it covers.  Mr. Hardee stated it is 153 total miles.  Judge English 

commented that the work is performed around the county and is on about a 3 to 4 year cycle 

covering approximately 600 miles.  Mr. Hardee concurred.  Commissioner Cannon made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to accept the bid of $319,789.30 from Hornsby 

Striping Company, Inc.   The motion carried unanimously.      

 

 

Ms. Smith presented the results of Bid #2021-05 and #2021-06 for radios and equipment 

installation on a 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe and a 2021 Ford F250.  Ms. Smith stated upon review of 

the bids the recommendation is to reject the bids to possibly rebid with the Lee County Sheriff’s 
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Office for better pricing.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to reject the bids received on Bids #2021-05 and #2021-06 for radios and equipment 

installation.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

   

Commissioner Cannon made a motion at approximately 5:33 p.m. to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, March 8, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 

by an invocation by Commissioner Long. 

 

 

During citizens’ communications, John Sophocleus once again asked for a 3-minute 

clock to view the countdown while presenting to the Commission.  Mr. Sophocleus appeared to 

address several agenda items.  First, Mr. Sophocleus questioned Revenue Commissioner Oline 

Price’s request for the Commission to authorize a $6,000 salary increase for the new Chief 

Appraiser.  Second, he addressed Coroner Harris’ $4,500 request to help with vehicle expenses, 

since Mr. Harris gets an expense allowance for this.  Last, he questioned County Administrator 

Roger Rendleman’s agenda item requesting to raise the capital asset threshold from $800 to 

$3,000.   Commissioner Ham stated Mr. Rendleman will explain the reason for raising the 

threshold on capital items when it appears on the Agenda.        

 

 

Next, Commissioner Brown thanked County Engineer Justin Hardee and his team for 

the clean-up performed over the weekend.  Commissioner Brown questioned how many bags of 

trash were collected.  Mr. Hardee stated 395 bags were picked up on 15 miles of roadway.   

Commissioner Brown also thanked EMA Director Rita Smith and her team for the Reflection & 

Remembrance event held commemorating the 23 lives lost in the March 2019 tornadoes.   

Commissioner Brown stated the event was very touching.  

 

 

Loachapoka Mayor Ricky Holder appeared before the Commission to discuss several 

issues.  Mayor Holder stated that the Loachapoka Community Center had been torn down due to 

structural damage from termites.  Mayor Holder stated they have a walking trail at the site and 

are looking to add a playground.  At the site, Mayor Holder said in the future they would like to 

rebuild a Community Center and possibly a new Post Office.   Mayor Holder stated he is 

seeking assistance from the Lee County Recreation Board to install a multi-purpose field for 

softball and/or baseball.  Mayor Holder stated he met with Commissioners Cannon, LaGrand 

and Ham to discuss it; stating he would like to get the ball rolling on the project.   Mayor Holder 

invited the Commissioners to attend their monthly meetings which are held at 6:00 p. m. on the 

first Monday of each month at Loachapoka Town Hall.  Further, Mayor Holder stated they have 

two new council members and a third coming on soon.  Commissioner LaGrand thanked Mayor 

Holder for his willingness to serve the Loachapoka community.  Commissioner LaGrand stated 

he was glad to see people utilizing the walking trail each time he visited the area.    

Commissioner Ham thanked Mayor Holder for attending, saying they all on the same page for 

this project.   
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The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones, Revenue Commissioner Oline Price, Coroner Bill Harris, and 

Loachapoka Mayor Ricky Holder.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporters 

Hannah Lester and J. D. McCarthy.  

 

 

 Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, procurement card and Blackbaud transaction listings and minutes of 

the February 22 meeting.  Judge English mentioned that all Commissioners received their 

mailed packets on time.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long 

to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Under old business, Judge English presented second reading of the Lee County Planning 

Commission nominees.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon to approve the following Resolution to appoint the members to the Lee County 

Planning Commission for six-year terms.  Commissioner LaGrand made first reading of Sherry 

Cook as his second nominee.  Judge English stated second reading will be held at the next 

meeting for Ms. Cook.  Judge English stated the first order of business for the Planning 

Commission will be to hold an organizational meeting as soon as possible.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints the following as 

their representatives to serve a six-year term on the Lee County Planning Commission.  They 

are:    Commission Chairman – Kevin Flanagan 

Commission District 1 – Tom Kelly and Murray Neighbors  

Commission District 2 – Ross Morris and Joe Stokes  

Commission District 3 – Jason Flowers and Adam Littleton  

Commission District 4 – Danielle Ritch and Will Neighbors  

Commission District 5 – Christine Berry-Bradshaw    

 

 

At the last meeting Mr. Hardee presented the names of the two architectural firms who 

submitted proposals for facility design of a central maintenance shop and engineering building 

on county owned property at the corner of Williamson Avenue and Society Hill Road.   Mr. 

Hardee stated after review, the Highway Department requests the Commission approve the 

proposal from JRW Architect submitted by John Randall Wilson, Architect of Auburn, and 

move forward with site design and plans for the project.  Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve the proposal from JRW Architect for the facility 

design of a central maintenance shop and engineering building.  The motion carried 

unanimously.    
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Under new business, Regina Meadows of Circles Opelika made a presentation to 

provide information to the Commission on the organization’s mission.  Ms. Meadows stated the 

program is a poverty reduction program and the targeted audience are those in the low to 

moderate income levels.  Ms. Meadows explained the program is a financial behavior 

modification program, which many are hesitant to participate.  Ms. Meadows stated since the 

inception of the program in 2018 they have worked with 26 families.  Ms. Meadows stated they 

meet weekly with the families at the Southside Center for the Arts.   Further, Ms. Meadows 

stated the families have positive allies who help them set manageable goals.  Ms. Meadows 

stated they currently offer two programs, they are:  1) a poverty reduction program; and 2) a 

loan program.  Ms. Meadows stated she included more information on the program in the 

packets given to the Commission at the beginning of her presentation.  Commissioner Ham 

questioned if her program worked with the homeless in the community.  Ms. Meadows stated 

they are not ready at this time to work with the homeless sector.  Commissioner LaGrand 

thanked Ms. Meadows for the job she is doing in the community.  Board Member Rev. Tom 

Tippett stated interest has been shown from individuals from the county outside the Opelika city 

limits, which is the reason for Ms. Meadows presentation tonight.  Commissioner Brown 

questioned how the program is funded.  Ms. Meadows stated funding is provided by local 

churches, individuals, but mostly is volunteer driven.  Ms. Meadows stated she is a staff of one.  

Rev. Tippett stated the hospital was generous enough to provide funding for the first three years 

to get the program started.   Commissioner Brown questioned how mentors are recruited.  Ms. 

Meadows stated from word of mouth, church groups and Facebook.   The Commission thanked 

Ms. Meadows for her presentation.         

 

 

Oline Price appeared before the Commission requesting a salary adjustment for a new 

Chief Appraiser.  Mrs. Price stated the interview process is complete, and she has made an offer 

to a candidate, who has asked for a higher salary than what is currently allowed for the position.  

Mrs. Price stated the individual has education and knowledge of the position far superior to 

anyone else who applied.  Mrs. Price stated Richie LaGrand did an amazing job while he held 

the position, but this person will take Lee County to the next level.    Mrs. Price stated this 

individual will need no training; and will be able to hire and train entry-level positions from the 

moment she is hired.  Commissioner Ham stated the increase in population in the county and 

the fact that the Commission asked Mrs. Price to do this job; he stated we will stand behind you 

and trust you on this.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned the amount of the salary request.  

Mrs. Price stated $95,000.  Commissioner Brown questioned if that was within budget.  Mrs. 

Price answered in the affirmative.  Mr. Rendleman stated that this is a rare thing to do and 

according to county policy it must come before the Commission for their approval to provide 

flexibility in a situation such as this.  Mr. Rendleman stated this person has experience way 

beyond the range of the position, having over 20 years of experience with the Alabama 

Department of Revenue in appraisal functions.  Mr. Rendleman stated this person, once 

onboard, will be able address deficiencies before they become a problem.  Mrs. Price stated she 

selected this person because of their knowledge and experience.  Commissioner Brown 
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reiterated that no training will be needed and that she agrees with Commissioner Ham, that they 

trust Mrs. Price’s decision.  Mr. Rendleman stated that based on the recent retirements in this 

department there are only a few experienced people left, so this person would be able to lead 

without relying on other seasoned employees.  Commissioner LaGrand asked why this person 

will be paid more than the previous Chief Appraiser.  Mrs. Price indicated that Richie LaGrand 

was involved in this selection process, adding Richie will be staying aboard on a part-time 

basis.  Commissioner LaGrand stated for the reasons he has questioned he will abstain on the 

vote.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve the 

salary of $95,000 for the new Chief Appraiser.  The motion carried on a 4-0-1 vote with 

Commissioner LaGrand abstaining.   

 

 

Next, Coroner Bill Harris appeared asking for a one-time budget adjustment for a 

vehicle repair to his personal vehicle.  Mr. Harris stated he uses his personal vehicle for his 

coroner duties.  Mr. Harris stated the $400 expense allowance he receives barely covers his fuel 

expenses and he has to pay for all maintenance, tires, oil changes, service, etc. on his own.   Mr. 

Harris stated in the last five years he has amassed over 100,000 miles on this vehicle, 90% of 

which are coroner-related, and had to decide whether to purchase a new truck or to repair his 

current vehicle and he chose the latter.  Mr. Harris stated it will cost around $9,000 for a new 

engine and requested the Commission pay up to $4,500 to assist in the repair.   Commissioner 

Brown questioned if he has receipts for his fuel expenses.  Mr. Harris stated he put 18,000 miles 

per year on his truck.   Commissioner Brown stated if the Commission request receipts, could 

he provide them.  Mr. Harris stated it would not be a problem to produce those.  Commissioner 

Brown questioned which county officials are provided vehicles.  Mr. Rendleman stated the only 

official allowed a vehicle is Sheriff Jones.  Mr. Rendleman stated up until 2011 the Commission 

paid the lease on the Coroner’s vehicle, but then the expense allowance was increased to 

account for it.  Mr. Rendleman stated the Commission cannot pay for the repairs to Mr. Harris’ 

personal vehicle.  Commissioner Long questioned if the deputy coroners receive a vehicle 

allowance.  Mr. Harris answered that he gets an expense allowance, but his deputy coroners do 

not. Mr. Harris stated he receives about 700 calls per year.  Judge English asked how many of 

those involve travel, and how many are handled by telephone.  Commissioner Brown 

questioned the average number of calls he goes on and the average number of calls his deputy 

coroners respond to.  Mr. Harris said he shares the calls with each of his deputy coroners.  Mr. 

Harris again stated he travels 18,000 miles per year and has requested an increase in his expense 

allowance or for a new vehicle but stated he has been overlooked each time.   Commissioner 

LaGrand questioned how he would handle calls if he does not have a vehicle.  Mr. Harris stated 

if he cannot handle it over the phone, then he does not go.  Mr. Harris stated he is asking the 

Commission to provide assistance up to $4,500 for vehicle repairs.  Commissioner Brown 

reiterated that Mr. Rendleman said the Commission cannot pay for the vehicle repair on his 

personal vehicle.  Mr. Rendleman addressed the Commission stating the Commission can 

consider increasing his expense allowance, since there has been no increase in nine years.   

Commissioner Brown asked Mr. Harris to provide information on the actual number of calls 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, MARCH 8, 2021 

 

 

 

5 

and corresponding mileage and to provide the same information for the number of calls and 

mileage for each of his deputy coroners.  Commissioner Cannon suggested that Mr. Harris keep 

a ledger to keep up with the mileage for Coroner calls, which would help in understanding this 

situation.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned Mr. Harris what he is doing right now about his 

Coroner duties while he is without a vehicle.  Mr. Harris stated he is currently using his wife’s 

vehicle.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented a request to decrease the speed limit in Sedona Ridge Subdivision 

located in District 4.  Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department recommends that the speed 

limit be reduced from 45 mph to 25 mph for Lee Roads 2206, 2207, 2208, 2209 and 2210.  The 

Highway Department recommends this as a reasonable and safe maximum speed limit.   

Commissioner Ham stated he drove the roads and agrees that the speed limit needs to be 

reduced within the subdivision.  Commissioner Brown questioned why the roads within a 

subdivision are not posted at 25 mph instead of Mr. Hardee having to bring each one before the 

Commission for Commission consideration.  Mr. Hardee stated unless posted the speed limit on 

county roads is set at 45 mph by state law.  Mr. Hardee agreed with Commission Brown and 

stated he would look at developing a policy that would address this in the future.   

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to decrease the speed 

limit from 45 mph to 25 mph on Lee Roads 2206, 2207, 2208, 2209 and 2210 in Sedona Ridge 

Subdivision.   The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented for Commission consideration a final plat approval for Mill 

Creek Landings Subdivision.   Mr. Hardee stated all required improvements for Mill Creek 

Landings have been completed in accordance with the minimum requirements of the Lee 

County Subdivisions and Land Developments Regulations.  The proposed subdivision is located 

adjacent to Lee Road 334 and Lee Road 340, it includes 27 lots along the roadway.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the final plat 

for Mill Creek Landings.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented the bid results for the expansion and renovation of the EMA 

Building.  Mr. Rendleman stated three bids were received on March 4, from the following:  1) 

Whatley Construction LLC: $1,971,629.00; 2) J and L Contractors, Inc.: $1,978,000.00; and 3) 

J.A. Lett Construction: $2,043,675.00.  Mr. Rendleman stated the bids were very competitive 

with a 3.5% price spread among the three bids.  Mr. Rendleman stated the bid is within budget 

expectations and recommends the Commission award the bid to the lowest responsive bidder 

for $1,971,629.00 from Whatley Construction, LLC.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Brown to award the bid for the EMA Expansion and Renovation to 

Whatley Construction, LLC for $1,971,629.00.  The motion carried unanimously.        
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Mr. Rendleman presented for Commission consideration seven positions to be added to 

the Lee County Commission’s Classified Personnel system and the associated Pay Grade 

assignment.  Mr. Rendleman stated these positions were determined to be necessary based on 

the review of existing positions along with the development of the supplement program which 

will create more structure and delineation of different job responsibilities within existing 

classes.  The seven positions and corresponding pay grade follow:   

• Sheriff’s Office Training Officer   Pay Grade 115:  $45,517.83 - $68,731.92  

• Deputy Sheriff – K9 Officer    Pay Grade 115:  $45,517.83 - $68,731.92 

• Personal and Benefits Coordinator   Pay Grade 114:  $43,350.31 - $65,458.97 

• Corrections Work Release Officer   Pay Grade 112:  $39,320.01 - $59,373.21 

• Corrections Booking Officer    Pay Grade 112:  $39,320.01 - $59,737.21 

• Purchasing Fiscal Agent     Pay Grade 111:  $37,447.63 - $56,545.92 

• Procurement and Payables Specialist   Pay Grade 111:  $37,447.63 - $56,545.92 

Upon the recommendation, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to approve the creation of the seven classified positions and 

corresponding pay grades.  The motion carried unanimously.   

  

 

Mr. Rendleman presented a request to increase the fixed asset inventory threshold from 

$800 to $3,000.  Mr. Rendleman explained to the Commission that the last time the threshold 

was evaluated was in 2002 and the amount was set at $800 for all assets other than roads, 

bridges, and buildings.  Mr. Rendleman stated after reviewing the current fixed asset listing 

almost 20 years later there are a large number of items being tracked with an immaterial impact 

on the County’s Financial Statements.  Mr. Rendleman stated the low threshold amount creates 

a significant amount of work in tagging and inventorying the items with little to no benefit.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated the recommendation is to increase the capitalization threshold for all assets 

other than roads, bridges, and buildings to $3,000 beginning immediately.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated increasing the threshold will only reduce the current value of the County’s fixed assets by 

0.93%; however, the number of items that have to be tracked will be reduced by 51.11%.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to increase the 

capitalization threshold from $800 to $3,000 for all assets other than roads, bridges and 

buildings.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

    

Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann presented the following 

ADECA CDBG-CV Resolution for Commission consideration.  Mrs. Swann explained this is 

the allocation provided by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs 

geared toward coronavirus pandemic recovery efforts as previously presented.  Mrs. Swann 

stated that although the funds have been allocated to Lee County, an application must still be 

submitted.  As part of the application, the Commission must pass a resolution supporting the 

County’s intention to apply and to provide an outline of the proposed projects.  Upon this 
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presentation, Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to 

approve the following ADECA CDBG-CV Resolution.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

    RESOLUTION 2021-0308  

 

WHEREAS,  Lee County is committed to serving those impacted by the Covid-19 

pandemic through rental/mortgage assistance, utility assistance, and by addressing food 

insecurity as well as the health and financial resources of its citizens and the community at 

large; and  

WHEREAS, evidenced by that commitment, the County wishes to make an application 

to the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs for Community Development 

and Block Grant-CV Program for the funding in the amount of $500,000 to provide 

rental/mortgage assistance and utility assistance as well as resources to address food insecurity.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Commission of Lee 

County hereby authorizes the filing of said application, including all understandings and 

assurances contained therein, and directs and authorizes its Chairman to act in connection with 

the application and to provide such additional information as may be required, and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Lee County agrees to be responsible for any cost 

overruns associated with the project.    

 

 

Judge English stated the Commission needs to adjourn into Executive Session to discuss 

potential litigation.  Judge English stated the following should attend:  Mr. Rendleman, County 

Attorney Stan Martin, and possibly Mrs. Swann, if needed.  Judge English stated the Executive 

Session should last approximately 15–30 minutes and no action is expected at the conclusion.   

Commissioner Ham made a motion at approximately 6:10 pm to adjourn into Executive 

Session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.     

 

At the conclusion of the Executive Session, Commissioner Brown made a motion at 

approximately 6:30 p.m. to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and 

carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, March 29, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Ham. 

 

 

During citizens’ communications, Peter Byrd appeared before the Commission stating 

he has appeared numerous times concerning his issue with the hospital but stated he is not here 

for that tonight.  Mr. Byrd referred to a letter enclosed in the packets from EAMC 

President/CEO Laura Grill notifying the Commission of a vacancy on the East Alabama Health 

Care Authority Board.  Mr. Byrd states he understands the Commission gives first consideration 

to the nominee submitted by EAHCA, but stated the Commission elects the individual to the 

board.  Mr. Byrd stated the Commission Chairman told him that the Commission has no control 

over the hospital board; stating he wanted to bring the fact to the forefront of the entire 

Commission.    

 

 

Next, Sean Owsley from The Villages at Beauregard subdivision appeared before the 

Commission to discuss loud, vulgar music coming from a nearby home at all hours of the day 

and night.  Mr. Owsley shared that due to type of music being played he and his family are 

unable to enjoy the outdoors or cannot allow his daughter to play outside.   Mr. Owsley stated 

the music/noise has gotten worse, so he is back asking for help.   Mr. Owsley stated he has 

called the Sheriff’s Office numerous times about the noise level, but they say they cannot do 

anything about it because Lee County does not have a noise ordinance.  Mr. Owsley asked the 

Commission for help by considering some type of noise ordinance and presented a petition with 

25 signatures of those supporting a noise ordinance.  Commissioner Ham stated the 

Commission discussed the issue 4 or 5 years ago without success, because most people he 

talked with said they are not interested in a noise ordinance.   Further, Commissioner Ham 

stated the issue was in how the Sheriff’s Office would be able to determine noise levels without 

decibel meters for all the deputies.  Commissioner LaGrand suggested placing it on the next 

Agenda and have someone contact other counties to see if they have a noise ordinance and if 

they do, how it is enforced.          

 

 

Troy Bell appeared before the Commission concerning noise from vehicles that have a 

“horn speaker” that play loud, vulgar music riding up and down the roads.   Mr. Bell questioned 

while checking into a noise ordinance, if there is anything that can be done to address this too.     

 

 

Next, Larry Bell appeared before the Commission to discuss the “booming” occurring 

along Highway 51 below R&D Grocery.  Mr. Bell stated the Sheriff’s Office has been called 

and when the individual was addressed, they were told Lee County does not have a noise 

ordinance so there is nothing that they can do about it.   Mr. Bell stated 90% of citizens should 
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not have to put up with what 10% of citizens are doing. 

 

Next, Bonnie Williams appeared to discuss the possibility of a noise ordinance too.  Ms. 

Williams stated she lives across the street from the person with the loud, vulgar music.  Ms. 

Williams stated the individual not only plays loud music but also plays different types of 

sounds/noises as well.  Ms. Williams stated she has lived there five years and would like to 

enjoy peace and quiet but cannot enjoy it for the loud noises coming from her neighbor’s home.   

 

Last, Pasty Cotton appeared to discuss the same noise issue.  Ms. Cotton stated the 

individual not only plays loud music but has added sound effects, like roosters crowing, 

elephant noises, etc.  Additionally, Ms. Cotton stated her grandchildren are unable to go outside 

to play because of the vulgar music and noises being broadcast.  Ms. Cotton questioned if there 

is anything the Commission can do to address it.  Commissioner Ham questioned if the speakers 

are inside or outside the neighbor’s home.  Ms. Cotton stated they are located outside.  

Commissioner Ham questioned if they had talked to the person about the loud music and noises.   

Ms. Cotton stated she has not because the man is threatening.  Judge English questioned County 

Engineer Justin Hardee about the gentleman.  Mr. Hardee indicated their office has had multiple 

conversations with him and agreed he has been threatening to county employees before.    

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:   Coroner Bill Harris.  No news media was in attendance. 

 

 

Mr. Hardee and Environmental Services Director John McDonald discussed the garbage 

issue in Lee County.  First, Mr. Hardee stated he wanted to address the collection facilities 

along with challenges and of solutions they are looking to put in place, and some potential long-

term solutions.  Mr. Hardee stated Mr. McDonald and his employees have a very challenging 

job, especially recently during the pandemic.  Mr. Hardee stated Mr. McDonald will present a 

PowerPoint presentation which he will email to each Commissioner so they will have a copy of 

it.  Mr. McDonald then made a PowerPoint presentation showing pictures of several collection 

sites, of pictures depicting a clean facility and of pictures of the containers with trash 

overflowing.  Several slides showed utility trailers loaded with bags of trash, which Mr. 

McDonald pointed out that one trailer load can fill the container over half-full.  Other pictures 

depicted out-of-town delivery trucks backed up at collection sites dumping waste.  Mr. 

McDonald showed a picture of a clean collection site stating within a few hours the site is 

overflowing with trash bags and other items being placed beside the container.  Mr. McDonald 

stated employees come to the sites and are overwhelmed.  He said the trash volume has 

increased by 10,000 tons over the last 10 years.  Mr. McDonald stated another issue they are 

encountering is with staffing since people do not want to work weekend shifts.  Mr. McDonald 
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stated his office works 7 days a week including holidays.   Mr. McDonald stated most people 

want to be with their families on weekends and/or holidays, but recently had a truck driver turn 

down a job offer because they were not willing to work holidays, even when job advertisement 

indicated it.   Mr. McDonald stated the department fenced in several locations in 2018 which 

then opened only during specific hours.  Mr. McDonald stated it was a temporary fix since the 

tonnage has increased again.  Mr. McDonald stated they have talked to several other counties, 

but no other counties have a system like Lee County.  Most counties contacted utilize curbside 

pick-up.    

 

  A second issue the department is encountering is the trash along the roadways.  Mr. 

McDonald stated clean-up efforts are currently underway and noted that the Highway 

Department has provided additional manpower including:  a compactor operator, a boom-truck 

operator, and a truck driver.  Mr. McDonald reported that the litter program is back up and 

running.   Mr. McDonald thanked the Sheriff’s Office and the Highway Department for their 

assistance, stating the litter program picked up 766 bags of trash lately with a total of 1,100 bags 

of trash so far this year.  Commissioner Ham applauded Mr. Hardee, Mr. McDonald, and 

volunteer groups on their efforts.  Commissioner Ham questioned if it was fair to say the county 

has outgrown the current system especially since there is no way to enforce it.  Mr. McDonald 

agreed the county has outgrown its current system.   Commissioner Ham questioned whether 

most counties have gone to curbside.  Mr. McDonald affirmed stating curbside with the cart 

system.  Commissioner Ham questioned if Mr. McDonald had any data on curbside service.  

Mr. McDonald stated bids for that potential service for Lee County were mailed Friday with a 

return date of April 23.   Commissioner Ham asked whether the current sites are owned by the 

county or leased.  Seven of the fifteen sites are leased, and eight are owned by Lee County.  

Commissioner Ham asked if we should keep the sites we own for limb/debris collection.  Mr. 

McDonald agreed stating if the option to go with curbside carts is chosen then he would suggest 

opening some collection sites once a month for larger items, like furniture and limbs or other 

debris.  Mr. McDonald stated he would like to see some locations utilized as recycling sites.  

Further, Mr. McDonald stated some counties contacted about their services stated they utilize an 

on-demand boom-side service for a nominal fee if a person doesn’t have access to a truck for 

hauling larger items.  Mr. McDonald stated other options are being considered as well.  

Commissioner Ham questioned that if the county goes to curbside would there be an increase in 

trash on the roadsides.  Mr. McDonald stated the current system would be phased-out slowly, 

but, stated unfortunately an increase in roadside trash would be a possibility.   Judge English 

stated that even if the county could double the number of convenience stations, then double the 

staff would be necessary.  Commissioner Ham stated at the town hall meetings he attended the 

citizens want recycling which saves filling up the landfill.  Commissioner LaGrand stated recent 

clean-up efforts in Loachapoka yielded about 40 bags of trash and applauded the volunteers 

who helped.  Commissioner LaGrand stated seeing the commercial trucks disposing trash in our 

sites shown on the presentation are a slap in the face.  Mr. McDonald stated he talked with 

Major Pitts today about addressing some of the issues with out-of-town commercial trucks 

dumping at the convenience centers.  Commissioner Long questioned how to fight it, which, he 
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feels is another reason to consider curbside service.      

     

 

 Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, procurement card and Blackbaud transaction listing and minutes of 

the March 8 meeting.    Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long 

to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Under old business, Commissioner LaGrand made a motion to approve the following 

Resolution appointing Sherry Cook as his second nominee to the Lee County Planning 

Commission.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Sherry Cook to 

serve a six-year term on the Lee County Planning Commission as the second District 5 

representative.  

 

 

Coroner Bill Harris stated prior to the meeting he placed information on each 

Commissioner’s desk stating he had revised his original request.  Mr. Harris stated he is asking 

for an increase in his vehicle allowance from $300/per month to $700/per month and requesting 

a $200/per month vehicle allowance for two of his deputy coroners.  Those amounts would be 

$4,200 more for the rest of this budget year for the Coroner and two deputies.  Commissioner 

Long stated he is not going to consider the request because there was nothing in the packets 

prior to the meeting.   Judge English stated upon the request of the Commission at the last 

meeting he placed the item on the Agenda without documentation in the packets.  Judge English 

questioned if the Commission would like for him to stick to the rule that if there is nothing for 

the packet, then the item is not placed on the Agenda.  Judge English asked Mr. Harris how 

many of the 500-700 deaths that he certifies each year actually require the Coroner or a deputy 

to travel to the scene.  Mr. Harris stated about 50 percent of the ones he certifies require travel. 

Judge English stated he would move the item to the next Agenda.  Commissioner Brown stated 

that the Commission will review the information provided so they will be prepared to discuss it 

at the next meeting.    

 

 

County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented an update to the COVID-19 Policy 

currently in place since Governor Ivey has stated she will not extend the mask mandate 

currently in place beyond April 9 at 5:00 pm.  Mr. Rendleman stated he would strongly 

encourage mask wearing in the Courthouse, stating it will be hard to enforce as a requirement 

since the state’s requirement ends soon.  Judge English stated he will continue to require his 

employees to wear a face coving/mask unless they can provide proof they have been vaccinated.  

Mr. Rendleman stated there will continue to be only one entry point into the Courthouse.  
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Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the following 

updated COVID-19 Policies effective at 5:00 p.m. on April 9, 2021.   The motion carried 

unanimously.   

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, the President of the United States declared a national emergency on March 

13, 2020 due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus epidemic; and  

  WHEREAS, the Governor of Alabama declared a state of emergency on March 13, 

2020 due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus epidemic; and  

  WHEREAS, County Commissions have the power and authority to provide for the 

health and safety of persons, which includes county personnel;  

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission adopted an initial Temporary Personnel 

Policies at a duly called emergency meeting on March 17, 2020; 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has passed, and the President of the United 

States has signed the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) since such time;  

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission wishes to meet or exceed the minimum 

requirements of FFCRA for the health and safety of county personnel;  

            NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEE COUNTY  

COMMISSION, that the following Personnel Policies for the COVID-19 Pandemic hereby 

replace the current Temporary Personnel Policies for those persons subject to the personnel 

policies of the Lee County Commission, effective April 9, 2021 at 5:00 PM: 

 

Policies for the COVID-19 Pandemic  

Updated April 9, 2021  

These policies remain in effect as long as there is a declared national emergency regarding 

the COVID-19 Pandemic or otherwise determined by the Lee County Commission.  

A. All personnel who:  

1. are 65 or older; or  

2. with documented underlying health issues:   

o have chronic lung disease.  

o have moderate to severe asthma.  

o have severe heart disease.  

o are immunocompromised.   

o with class III or severe obesity (BMI > 40).  

o with the following underlying medical conditions: diabetes, liver 

disease, and persons with chronic kidney disease undergoing 

dialysis; or  
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Should particularly adhere to Section F of these policies.  Appointing Authorities 

with personnel in this category are to consider the following measures:    

  If they can telecommute and you can verify they are working/accomplishing projects, 

etc., then that is what you are suggested to assign them to do.  If you need any assistance 

with getting laptops and access, please notify the County Administrator.  

  If they cannot telecommute, then consider for them to work in an office by themselves 

and limit interaction with others.  If you need assistance with finding a space, please 

notify the County Administrator.  

  If they cannot telecommute or work in an office by themselves, consider a large open 

area where they can be spaced out and interaction can be curtailed.  If you need 

assistance with finding a space, please notify the County Administrator.  

If an employee identified in this section still wishes not to return to work, they can utilize any 

accumulated leave.  Once they run out of leave, they can go into a standard non-paid status, 

which includes the requirement of making payment for the continuation health insurance 

coverage.   They are not entitled to FMLA and emergency leave time donations.  FMLA is only 

available if the employee can qualify under the current FMLA regulations.    

 

B. All personnel who are directly impacted by COVID-19 in the following ways:   

1. If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms (according to Center for Disease Control 

guidance like fever, cough, shortness of breath) and seeking a medical diagnosis for 

COVID-19.  If positive for COVID-19, see number 2.  If negative for COVID-19, 

follow standard sick leave policies.    

2. If you tested positive for COVID-19, you shall self-isolate immediately.  

WITHOUT SYMPTOMS:  If you continue to have no symptoms, you are to 

return to work after 10 days have passed since you had a positive test. 

WITH SYMPTOMS:  You are to return to work after meeting the following 

conditions:   

• 10 days since symptoms first appeared and 

• 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and 

• Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving* 

*Loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks or months after recovery and need not 

delay the end of isolation 

 Severe Illness (requiring Hospitalization):  You are to return to work after 

meeting the same conditions as With Symptoms (above); except for, the first 

condition will be 10 days after released from the hospital. 

 If you are still experiencing Post-COVID Complications, the standard FMLA 
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Policies and Procedures apply.   

3. If you had close contact with someone with COVID-1o, you are to quarantine.  The 

CDC defines close contact as exposure adding up to a total of 15 minutes spent 6-feet or 

closer to an infected person.  

After your last exposure, you are to return to work after 7 days if you receive a negative 

test, or after 10 days without a test and no development of COVID-19 symptoms.  (If 

you develop symptoms, follow number 2. above) 

However, anyone who has had close contact with someone with COVID-19 and who 

meets the following criteria does NOT need to stay home; 

• Had COVID-19 illness within the previous 3 months and  

• Has recovered and 

• Remains without COVID-19 symptoms (for example, cough, shortness of 

breath)  

4. If you have a bona fide need to care for an individual requiring isolation pursuant to government 

order or advice of a health care provider for reasons related to COVID-19.  You are to return to 

work when the individual needing care is released, or your assistance is no longer required.    

Appropriate Documentation will be required for each of the above.  Types of 

documentation are copy of orders, proof of tests and/or written certifications. (Be sure 

to read Section D. of these policies)  

For B.1, you will be compensated for time short of your regularly scheduled shifts, if you 

are making every effort to obtain a timely medical diagnosis for COVID-19. 

For B.2.and B.3, you will be compensated for time short of your regularly scheduled shifts. 

For B.4, you will be compensated your ten (10) paid shifts (or two-week equivalent).  After 

the ten (10) paid shifts are utilized, the employee will be paid 67% of their regular rate of 

pay.    

C. All personnel who are caring for his or her child whose school or place of care is 

closed (or child-care provider is unavailable) due to COVID-19 related reasons may:  

  

• Utilize ten (10) paid shifts (or two-week equivalent) starting April 1st, 

2020   

• After the ten (10) paid shifts are utilized, the employee will be paid 67% 

of their regular rate of pay up to ten additional weeks  
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D. Providing false documents or misleading and false statements associated with B 

and C above are Group Two Offenses under 11.4.2 A. (5) and (6).     

  

In addition, anyone who is staying home under Category B is being paid to follow orders 

and instructions for public health and safety reasons.  Failure to follow those orders and 

instructions is a Group Two Offense under 11.4.2 A. (7).  

  

Such actions in this section are grounds for the employee’s dismissal from employment.  

   

E. All Appointing Authorities should continue to strongly encourage the public to 

utilize all available on-line and/or mail-in services.    

  

Public Access to the County Courthouse will be limited along with the following 

requirements:  

• The public will have a single access point.  

• Number of people allowed access at any given time will depend on the 

individual’s destination, ability to maintain proper social distancing in the 

area and occupancy level of the area.  

• Must maintain six feet of separation (except those in the same household)   

• In an effort to remain in compliance with social distancing and maximum 

occupancy mandates, visitors who are not entering to conduct courthouse 

business will not be allowed to enter.                      

• A person should not enter the facility if they have a temperature above 

100.3 or has the following:  

o Persistent Cough  

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing                         

Or at least two of these symptoms:  

o Chills  

o Muscle pain  

o Headache  

o Sore throat  

o New loss of taste or smell  

• Strongly encouraged to wear a face mask/covering.                    
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Some (if not all) of these measures should be utilized at other facilities 

depending on the level and type of interactions with the public at that facility.  

  

F. Employees under the budgetary and administrative authority of the County 

Commission should protect the public, their coworkers and themselves by:  

• NOT reporting to work and notifying their supervisor if they have:  

o temperature above 100.3  

                      or are experiencing the following:  

o Persistent Cough  

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing                    

Or have two or more of these symptoms:  

o Chills  

o Muscle pain  

o Headache  

o Sore throat  

o New loss of taste or smell   

Employees under the budgetary and administrative authority of the County Commission that 

report to work will:  

• Be subject to random temperature checks  

• Maintain six feet of separation  

• Employees are strongly encouraged to wear a face mask/covering in areas 

with the public and in areas you are not isolated from other employees  

• Sneeze or cough into a tissue, cloth or inside your elbow  

• Practice proper handwashing and sanitizing on a regular basis, especially 

after touching frequently used items or surfaces  

Employees failing to practice such safety measures are in violation of Group One 

Offense under 11.4.1 A. (6).   

Repeated failure to practice and/or absolute disregard to such safety measures are in 

violation of Group Two Offense under 11.4.2 A. (12) “Violation of safety practices that 

might endanger the life or health of the employee or others”.   Repeated failure and/or 

absolute disregard should be a suspension without pay at a minimum.  



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REG. ADJ. TERM, MARCH 29, 2021 

 

 

 

10 

(For Sheriff’s Service Employees, enforcement and discipline determination is solely the 

discretion of the Lee County Sheriff).      

G. Beginning with shifts ending on April 18, 2020 and ending June 19, 2020, 

county employees, under the budgetary and administrative authority of the Lee County 

Commission, working onsite will receive supplement pay per day based on scheduled 

shifts as follows:   

             Full-time Employees &     

          Part-time on full-time shifts                            Part-time Employees  

                 8 - hour shift = $12                                       4 - hour shift = $6     

               10 - hour shift = $15                                       6 - hour shift = $9  

               12 - hour shift = $18                                            

On-site means those who physically report to work at a county facility, at a worksite, or 

on patrol.  Telecommuting (or working from home) isn’t included.  

This includes all exempt and non-exempt employees.  

  

Partial completion of shifts may result in forfeit of the supplement depending on the 

circumstances causing the incomplete shift.    

  

H. Leave under these temporary policies are subject to the document requirements 

under Section B.  All other use of sick leave is subject to existing documentation 

policies.  

  

I. Due to the very changing nature of the pandemic, guidance from the CDC and 

Federal/State directives; the Chairman or Chief Administrative Officer are authorized to 

temporarily modify personnel policies based on CDC guidance in consultation with the 

other appointing authorities as deemed necessary.  

 

 

Major Jeff Pitts presented a retail beer and retail table wine transfer application for The 

Store 1 located in District 5.  Major Pitts stated no objections were noted on the Sheriff’s letter 

of recommendation.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham 

to approve the following Resolution on the transfer of the application for The Store 1.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail beer and 

retail table wine application for The Store 1 located at 11940 AL Highway 169, Salem, AL.   
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Captain Craig Meadows presented the results of Bid #2021-07 for equipment and 

installation on twelve Chevrolet Tahoes for the Sheriff’s Office and a Tahoe and Ford F150 for 

the Emergency Management Agency.  Captain Meadows stated three responses were received 

from six invitations to bid mailed.   Captain Meadows recommended the bid be awarded to the 

lowest responsive bidder, Mobile Communications of Columbus, Georgia.  Commissioner Ham 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to award Bid #2021-07 for equipment and 

installations for $115,922 to Mobile Communications.  The motion carried unanimously.           

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented five Fiscal Year 2021 Budget adjustments for Commission 

consideration.  Mr. Rendleman stated since the year is at the halfway point, he normally reviews 

the budget for any necessary adjustments.  Mr. Rendleman stated one is a $340,000 rollover 

from the previous year for resurfacing projects that were not completed until this year.  Two 

items, one for $153,303 the reimbursement of the electronic notepads for elections and one for 

$240,000 for reimbursement of housing state inmates associated with the pandemic.  The final 

two are revenue projections above the original budget.  One a $350,000 transfer to the Capital 

Projects Fund to cover the remaining amount for the expansion project at EMA.  The last one is 

to increase the operational budget for $100,000 related to anticipated legal expenses.  

Commissioner Ham questioned if the legal expenses are from the quarry issue.  Mr. Rendleman 

answered in the affirmative.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Brown to approve the following FY2021 Budget adjustments as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.    

 

 

117-RRR Fund   

Resurfacing Budget   $340,000 

Fund Balance       $340,000 

001-GENERAL FUND 

Elections Equipment    $153,303 

Detention Facility Improvement $240,000 

Legal Services    $100,000 

Transfer to Capital Projects  $350,000 

State Reimbursements     $393,303 

Taxes        $450,000 

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented the results of the bid for concession and restroom buildings at 

the Beulah and Beauregard Sports Parks.   Mr. Rendleman stated on March 25 three bids were 

received from the following:  1) Whatley Construction LLC - $1,370,500.00; 2) Gamble Winter 

Construction, LLC - $1,378,129.00; 3) Ben B Gordy Construction Co., Inc. - $1,456,000.00.   

Mr. Rendleman requested the Commission award the bid to the apparent lowest responsive 
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bidder Whatley Construction LLC in an amount not to exceed $1,370,500.  Mr. Rendleman 

explained that there are some alternate deducts totaling $116,000 they are examining.  

Commissioner Long questioned if the EMA Building was awarded to Whatley Construction, 

and if it would overload them.  Mr. Rendleman affirmed it is the same company and stated it 

would not overload them.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Brown made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to award the bid to Whatley Construction LLC, not to 

exceed $1,370,500, for concession and restroom buildings for the Beulah Park and Beauregard 

Park.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee explained that the entrance road the Highway Department is constructing for 

the Beauregard Park goes through wetlands, and to move forward with the construction project 

wetland mitigation credits must be purchased.  Mr. Hardee presented the results of Bid #2021-

08 for wetland mitigation credits.  Mr. Hardee stated out of three invitations sent out, two bids 

were returned.  Both bids received were for $78,000 and both met the bid specifications.  Mr. 

Hardee stated preference was given to the mitigation bank sponsor located in Lee County, 

Broadview Mitigation Bank, and recommended the Commission award it to them. Upon his 

recommendation, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to 

award Bid #2021-08 for Wetland Mitigation Credits to Broadview Mitigation Bank, Phase II.  

Commissioner Long questioned why Rob Carlton of Goodwyn, Mills & Cawood was listed on 

both.  Mr. Hardee stated both mitigation banks are managed by the same firm.  Upon vote, the 

motion passed unanimously.      

 

 

 

Mr. McDonald stated the Environmental Services Department will be participating in 

the 2021 Alabama PALS “Don’t Drop It on Alabama” Spring Cleanup.  Mr. McDonald stated 

the clean up will run the entire month of April and that any help will be appreciated.  Mr. 

McDonald stated that any citizen, community group or organization wishing to participate can 

contact his department for details and supplies.   Commissioner Brown stated there needs to be 

a big push county-wide, suggesting that it be placed on the county’s website, the Facebook 

page, and to ask local churches and civic groups to promote it.  Commissioner Brown 

questioned if the Environmental Services Department has an advertising budget.  Mr. Hardee 

answered in the affirmative.  Commissioner Brown suggested promoting it by having a contest.   

Additionally, Mr. Hardee stated the department has contacted the person who works with the 

Adopt-A-Mile program to see if they can reach out to those groups and/or individuals to see if 

they are willing to participate in the county’s clean-up efforts.  Commissioner Brown also 

suggested to place flyers throughout the school systems and with Auburn and Opelika 

Chambers of Commerce to advertise it.          

 

 

Judge English stated the Commission needs to adjourn into two Executive Sessions to 
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discuss:  1) potential litigation; and 2) a real estate transaction.  Judge English stated Mr. 

Rendleman, Mr. Hardee and County Attorney Stan Martin should attend the first session.  Judge 

English stated the first session should last approximately 25-30 minutes and no official action is 

expected at the conclusion.    Judge English stated Mr. Rendleman and Mr. Martin should attend 

the second session which should last approximately 15 minutes with no action anticipated at the 

conclusion.  Commissioner Brown made a motion at approximately 6:05 pm to adjourn into 

Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.     

 

At the conclusion of the Executive Sessions, Commissioner Brown made a motion at 

approximately 7:00 p.m. to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and 

carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, April 12, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 

by an invocation by Commissioner Cannon. 

 

 

During citizens’ communications, John Sophocleus appeared and again asked the 

Commission to install a 3-minute timer on the podium so he can see when his three minutes are 

about to expire.  Next, Mr. Sophocleus addressed the Coroner’s request at the last meeting for a 

pay increase.  Mr. Sophocleus suggested that the increase be effective upon the next election 

cycle if the Commission agrees to increase the Coroners pay. 

 

Next, Jerri Young stated the Family Enrichment Center of Loachapoka partnered with 

the USDA Food to Family Program, along with several area churches and on April 1 they 

distributed 1,250 boxes of food.  Ms. Young announced on April 15 another distribution will 

take place and is available to anyone in the surrounding area.    Additionally, Ms. Young stated 

they will be hosting the 4th Annual Youth Fishing Rodeo and asked for Commission support of 

the event.  Commissioner LaGrand thanked Ms. Young for all she does in the Loachapoka 

community.   

 

Next, Judy Lockhart appeared to thank Commissioners Cannon and LaGrand for their 

dedication to the Loachpoka area since taking office.  Ms. Lockhart discussed the unsightly 

trash at the dumpster on Lee Road 61 and the traffic on Lee Road 188.  Ms. Lockhart stated the 

dumpster situation, she believes, is from people coming from other places, not Loachapoka.  

Next, Ms. Lockhart stated cars are speeding along Lee Road 188 and traveling 55 mph in a 35 

mph speed zone and requested the Sheriff’s Office patrol the area.   

 

Loachapoka Mayor Holder announced that Ms. Lockhart has organized a trash pickup 

day on April 24 from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. along Lee Road 188 from the cemetery to 

Saugahatchee Creek, and Keisha Chapman has organized a clean-up day on the same date along 

Lee Road 188 south of the railroad tracks.     

Mayor Holder announced he signed a contract with Alabama Power Company for 

lighting for enhanced security along the walking trail at the site of the former Community 

Center.   

Also, Mayor Holder stated that Mt. Zion Baptist Church has been designated a safe 

shelter in the Loachpoka community during severe weather.  Mayor Holder asked whether the 

Commission would consider improving the road since there is only one way in and one way out, 

which could cause issues when people are trying to get to a safe place during severe weather.  

Commissioner Cannon stated he talked with County Engineer Justin Hardee who will be 

contacting Mayor Holder.    
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The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones, Coroner Bill Harris, Loachapoka Mayor Ricky Holder and 

Opelika City Council member Erica Norris.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 

reporters Hannah Lester and Loftin Wheeles.  

 

 

Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann presented updated 

information concerning a noise ordinance.  Mrs. Swann stated the last time the Commission 

addressed the issue was in 2014.  Mrs. Swann reminded the Commission that in 2005 the 

Alabama Legislature passed the Alabama Limited Self-Governance Act that allows counties 

through referendum approval to enact ordinances to address “health and safety issues” such as 

noise, junkyards, animal control, litter, unsanitary sewage, and pollution.  Mrs. Swann stated 

that as of 2021 only 20 counties have held a referendum granting them this authority, including 

Lee.  For those that have utilized these powers, the majority use them primarily for junkyards 

and animal control, very few have used them to develop a noise ordinance.  The following five 

counties have noise ordinances; however, they have all experienced limited impact/success with 

noise regulation.  They are: 1) Madison, 2) Shelby, 3) Chambers, 4) Washington, and 5) Macon.  

Currently, Colbert and Cherokee counties are examining the issue.  In 2018 Madison County 

passed a Constitutional Amendment through the State Legislature to regulate noise which 

requires permits and provides criminal penalties for violators.  Mrs. Swann stated from March 

2020 to March 2021 there have been 19 reports in that county with the vast majority of those 

being barking dogs.  Mrs. Swann stated Madison County utilizes eight meters that measure 

decibels.  They are located in each shift sergeant’s vehicle to measure levels when a complaint 

is filed.  Commissioner Ham thanked Mrs. Swann for her research and stated the Commission 

needs to address it the right way, because they do not want to put the deputies in a tight spot.  

Commissioner LaGrand stated they were looking into the noise regulations because something 

has to be done.  Commissioner Ham stated he would like to be the first county to find ways to 

enforce one, because he would like to see the Commission tackle the issue stating it cannot be 

done in one night.  Commissioner Long stated he is in support of whatever the Commission can 

do, stating the Commission has been down this road a lot.      

Mr. Sean Owsley appeared before the Commission and stated the individual he 

discussed at the last meeting was playing air raid sirens on a day when bad weather was 

forecast.  Mr. Owsley stated he is less than ½ mile from the individual, further noting that he 

has a friend who lives over a mile away who has stated he can hear the noises too.  Mr. Owsley 

stated the individual plays the noises/music at all hours of the day and night with no rhyme or 

reason.  Mr. Owsley stated due to this one person, one neighbor sold his property and moved, 

another neighbor who was renting chose to move and if things do not get better, he may 

consider moving himself.  Mr. Owsley stated he has been contacting the Commission Office 

about the situation since October 2020.   

Next, Mr. Larry Bell said he concurs with Mr. Owsley.  Mr. Bell stated he lives on 
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Highway 51, below R & D Grocery, stating the noises are annoying and he feels he has a right 

to peace and quiet too.   

Timothy Cummings stated he is a combat veteran, also a tornado survivor, and when 

you hear the sirens going off you become concerned about the weather and open the door to see 

what is going on with the weather, stating it happens every night.  Mr. Cummings stated he has 

called the Sheriff’s Office numerous times.  Mr. Cummings stated he raises expensive goats to 

sell and when this person is broadcasting mating calls of a coyote, he is concerned that the 

coyotes will come looking, which gives him concern for his livelihood.  Mr. Cummings 

questioned whether or not Alabama law addresses disrupting the peace of others.  Mr. 

Cummings stated the residents of Beauregard are begging for help in this situation. 

Next, Bonnie Williams stated she lives directly across the street from the individual.  

Ms. Williams stated he plays noises like sirens, air raid horns, church bells, stating it must be 

entertainment to the person, but is an annoyance to others.  Ms. Williams questioned if 

something could be done, disorderly conduct, harassment, she stated she feels that nothing is 

being done and stated she feels that the property owner is as guilty as the person doing it.  Ms. 

Williams said, in her opinion, the landowner has no respect for others.  Ms. Williams 

questioned if there is not a noise ordinance to address it, what else can be done to address the 

situation.   

Leanne Kidd stated one of her grandsons is being affected by the noises, because he 

survived the tornado that struck in 2019, but unfortunately her 6 year old grandson was killed.  

Ms. Kidd said people are afraid to call the person’s name, but she is not afraid, her name is 

Margaret Young.  Ms. Kidd stated 23 people lost their lives in the tornado, stating the only thing 

her 12-year old grandson remembers is the noise and that his brother was killed.  Ms. Kidd 

stated the harassment has to stop.   

Next, Marie Maples spoke and stated she presented a draft noise ordinance for 

Commission consideration many years ago, but nothing was ever done with it.   Ms. Maples 

stated she lives in Beauregard near the location where the tornadoes touched down, stating siren 

noises are played at all hours of the night.  Ms. Maples stated she is a Vietnam Veteran with 

PTSD and was thinking the sirens were indicating a tornado was headed her way.  Ms. Maples 

stated she hears it nearly every night.   

Last, Katie Knight of Lee Road 392 stated she recently moved from Phenix City to the 

Beauregard area because she thought it was a better place to live, but now, she is having second 

thoughts due to being subjected to the continuous noise.  

Commissioner Ham suggested the Commission hold a work session to discuss possible 

solutions for the noise issue because these people need some relief.  Commissioner LaGrand 

asked if County Attorney Stan Martin can research the issue to find out what can be done to 

address it.  Judge English said no formal action is necessary for Mr. Martin to look into it.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to set a work session 

to discuss a noise ordinance on Monday, April 19 at 5:00 p.m. in the Commission chambers.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, APRIL 12, 2021 

 

 

 

4 

Sheriff Jones asked to address the Commission on the situation.  Sheriff Jones stated he 

didn’t disagree with anything that has been said, adding that his office does go to each call but 

stated his deputies can’t take action the way the law is currently written.  Sheriff Jones stated he 

has been talking with District Attorney Jessica Ventiere about ways to address the issue.  Sheriff 

Jones stated people in the community can take civil action against the landowner to address it.  

Commissioner Ham asked the Sheriff to attend the work session for his input in possible 

solutions.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, procurement card and Blackbaud transaction listings and minutes of 

the March 29 meeting.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown 

to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Coroner Bill Harris appeared and addressed the comment made by Mr. Sophocleus 

during citizens’ communications, stating he wished to clarify he is not asking for a pay raise, he 

is only requesting an increase in his vehicle allowance to cover increased vehicle expenses.   

Commissioner Long questioned the number of certified deaths and questioned if the coroner 

himself and/or his deputy coroners responded to all 694 calls.  Commissioner Long asked how 

many deputies and Mr. Harris responded three.  Commissioner Brown asked why they do not 

have to go to every call.  Mr. Harris stated they do not respond to a call unless circumstances 

require them to.  Judge English questioned who determines whether a case is suspicious or not.  

Mr. Harris stated he does, based upon reports from EMS and law enforcement.      

 

  Judge English asked Mr. Harris if he could document calls more completely for the 

second half of this year so the Commission can get a clearer picture of the actual vehicle needs.  

Commissioner Brown suggested the vehicle allowance be increased from $4,800/per year to 

$7,200/per year until the end of July during budget discussions.  Additionally, Commissioner 

Brown asked Mr. Harris to keep a log or a journal of his mileage to and from each call for the 

Commission to examine during budget discussions.  Commissioner Long questioned Mr. 

Rendleman if the vehicle allowance can be changed if the Commission increases it now.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated the Commission sets the coroner’s vehicle allowance and can increase or 

decrease it if they choose to do so.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to increase the Coroner’s vehicle allowance from $400/per month to 

$600/per month and a vehicle allowance of $150/per month for the deputy coroners from now 

until the end of July and reevaluate the vehicle allowance during budget discussions.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Commissioner LaGrand clarified that there is no formal agreement between the Town of 

Loachapoka and Lee County at the community center location for recreation purposes, but  
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things are being looked at and being considered at this time.  He commended Mayor Holder for 

his efforts.    

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented the results of Bid #2021-09 for five or more air purifiers.  Sheriff 

Jones stated three bids were received, noting that one was disqualified since it was not properly 

notarized.  Sheriff Jones recommended the Commission award the bid to the lowest responsive 

bidder Aerus Electrolux of Huntsville, Alabama.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner LaGrand to award Bid#2021-09 for five or more air purifiers at $2,000/each 

to Aerus Electrolux.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented an application for a lounge retail liquor license from Happy 

Hour Cigar Wine Spirits located in District 3.  Sheriff Jones indicated there were no objections 

noted on the application.  Commissioner Long stated one of the boxes on the application 

indicates the nearest residence is 0 blocks and questioned if that is just a formality.  Sheriff 

Jones affirmed it.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to 

approve the following Resolution for Happy Hour.  The motion carried unanimously.      

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the lounge retail 

liquor license for Happy Hour Cigar Wine Spirits located at 2319 Pierce Road, Suite 4 and 5, 

Phenix City, Alabama.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented an Adopt-A-Mile Application from the Rittenbury Family.  Mr. 

Hardee stated the application is for adoption of a one mile stretch along Lee Road 263 located 

in District 4.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve 

the Adopt-A-Mile application as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

       

 

Human Resources Director Erica Norris presented two educational reimbursement 

requests from Deputy Christopher Kyle Maxwell.  Ms. Norris stated Deputy Maxwell is 

requesting reimbursement for two classes, planning and budgeting and human trafficking.  Ms. 

Norris stated the paperwork has been approved by the appointing authority.  Commissioner 

Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve the educational 

reimbursement requests as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.       

 

 

Judge English stated prior to the Commission meeting Mr. Hardee requested to add an 

item to the Agenda.  Judge English indicated it would take unanimous consent of the entire 

Commission for it to be added.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand to add an item to the Agenda.  Upon vote, the motion carried 
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unanimously.  Mr. Hardee requested the Commission set a Public Hearing to amend the Solid 

Waste Management Plan.  Environmental Services Director John McDonald stated the Solid 

Waste Management Plan needs to be amended to add curbside cart garbage service to the 

existing system, so that either method would be included in our Solid Waste Management Plan 

whichever direction the Commission chooses to go.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Brown to hold a Public Hearing on May 24, 2021 during the 

regularly scheduled meeting to amend the Solid Waste Management Plan to include an option 

for curbside garbage pickup.   The motion carried unanimously.      

 

 

Commissioner Ham made a motion at approximately 6:15 p.m. to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, April 26, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Brown. 

 

 

During citizens’ communications, John Andrew Harris appeared to discuss several 

items.  First, Mr. Harris stated he is Co-Chair of State of Alabama NAACP.  Mr. Harris stated 

he has been contacted by a group from Birmingham about the need for people to be vaccinated.  

Mr. Harris stated they were going to bring a motorcade to the area for the Motor Voter bill, he 

stated he would like to see more people involved in voting.  Mr. Harris stated he would be 

working with Commissions all over the State for a more efficient voters database.   

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones.   News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah 

Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Mike Eads.  

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald presented an update on the recent 

efforts of the Clean Up Lee County Campaign.   Mr. McDonald reported that 1,300 bags of 

trash were picked up in April and 370 bags of trash were picked up during the event this past 

weekend.  Mr. McDonald stated turnout was less than expected, but felt it was still a success.  

Mr. McDonald stated his employees would like to see the clean-up day be an annual event.  Mr. 

McDonald stated if anyone is planning an event to call his office for supplies which are 

available year-round.  The Commissioners and the audience applauded Mr. McDonald for he 

and his departments efforts.      

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee announced the week of April 26-29 is National Work 

Zone Awareness Week.   Mr. Hardee stated this is held annually to encourage drivers to use 

extra caution when driving through highway work zones.  This year’s theme is: “Drive Safe. 

Work Safe. Save Lives.”   Mr. Hardee said Lee County is happy to participate in this campaign 

and shared a few statistics from 2019, since those are the latest ones available.  Mr. Hardee said 

762 fatal crashes occurred in work zones resulting in 842 deaths, a total of 135 were roadway 

workers, the others were drivers and passengers, and pedestrians.    

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, Blackbaud transaction listings and minutes of the April 12 meeting.  

Commissioner Long questioned a few items on the listing of ratified claims.  Commissioner 
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Long questioned the amount over $90,000 paid to GFL Environmental Inc.  Judge English 

stated GFL Environmental is the solid waste transfer station.  Mr. McDonald affirmed it is the 

transfer station and stated in March the tonnage increased significantly.  Mr. McDonald stated 

the budgeted amount is around $70,000 per month.  Next, Commissioner Long questioned the 

$2,500 paid to Harmon Engineering for stormwater inspection at the Beauregard Park project.  

County Administrator Roger Rendleman stated he receives these reports and contacts the 

General Contractor which in this case is Rabren Construction to address the issues since Lee 

County holds the stormwater permit and is responsible for them.  Commissioner Long 

questioned whether Lee County is responsible for fixing any issue.  Mr. Rendleman stated once 

he receives the report, if there are issues, as in this case, he contacts the General Contractor in 

charge and tell them to correct their  issue since Lee County is responsible for it.  Commissioner 

Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the consent agenda items as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Judge English stated ADEM will hold a Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, May 20 

at the Opelika Municipal Court building concerning the proposed issuance for an Air Permit and 

a NPDES (Water) Permit to Creekwood Resources LLC on the proposed granite quarry.   Judge 

English stated ADEM said they will hold the Public Hearing with not more than 15 people in 

the room at a time, including them.   They will only allow one speaker in the room at a time, 

with no audience, and speakers have to exit after speaking.  ADEM says they cannot provide 

live streaming or allow remote participation, but Judge English believes the county can at least 

allow people to watch it.   Judge English asked the Commission to authorize a remote broadcast 

of ADEM’s hearing at the Lee County Meeting Center, so the citizens will have an opportunity 

to observe the proceedings.  Judge English stated he has gotten permission from the City of 

Opelika to access the broadcast capability they have in their new Municipal Court Building.    

Further, Judge English stated our IT Department has been meeting with Opelika’s IT 

Department to work out the details so it can be broadcast at the meeting center.   Judge English 

stated also he would like to see it placed on the internet like the Commission meetings are done, 

so people can watch from home.    Commissioner Ham made a motion to authorize the use of 

streaming services to the Lee County Meeting Center and online if possible.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner LaGrand and carried unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English discussed the need for a consultant to help the Lee County Planning 

Commission in developing their zoning ordinances and/or regulations.  Judge English stated the 

Lee County Planning Commission has held three meetings so far and elected officers at their 

first meeting on April 7, with Kevin Flannagan elected as Chair, Tom Kelly as Vice-Chair, and 

Danielle Ritch as Secretary.   At their April 21 meeting, they heard via Zoom from current 

Dothan City Manager Kevin Cowper, who previously served as Assistant City Manager in 

Auburn.  Prior to his time in Auburn, Mr. Cowper was Planning Director for Baldwin County 

for five years, a planner there for the five years before that, and has also worked in the Shelby 
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County Planning Department.  Further, Judge English stated Mr. Cowper was able to relay his 

experience from both the city perspective and the county perspective.  Mr. Cowper strongly 

recommended the Planning Commission engage professional assistance in developing their 

zoning ordinance and/or regulations.  Upon his suggestion, Judge English agreed that hiring a 

consultant for a temporary and/or part-time role will assist to guide the Lee County Planning 

Commission over the next month or so.  Judge English stated the county is not at a point to hire 

a full-time staff for planning and zoning.  Judge English stated no firm has been selected, which 

he feels should be up to the Planning Commission members, but Commission authorization is 

needed to pay for the services.  Judge English asked the Commission to approve the temporary 

engagement of a planning professional for up to six months to assist the Lee County Planning 

Commission.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve 

to engage a planning consultant for up to six months not to exceed $50,000 to help guide the 

Lee County Planning Commission.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English discussed providing office space for County Attorney Stan Martin.  Judge 

English stated Mr. Martin and Allen Martin are changing their law practice arrangement and 

will be working remotely and/or from different locations.  Mr. Martin put his building up for 

sale, and has a contract on it already, closing at the end of the week.  Mr. Martin will maintain 

an office at home for family/friend matters and could do his county work from there, but Judge 

English stated he suggested using an office in the Courthouse on an occasional basis for county 

business.  Judge English stated he has a space off the Probate Courtroom that was going to be 

used as a “holding cell” for mental health patients coming to court, but those hearings are being 

held virtually since the pandemic began and all indications from EAMC and others are that the 

commitment cases will continue to be held electronically for the foreseeable future.   Mr. Martin 

understands that the room could become unavailable in the future and will vacate it if requested.  

Mr. Martin does not anticipate needing the space for more than a few hours per week, unless, of 

course, he is working on something like a noise ordinance.  Out of an abundance of caution, Mr. 

Martin has sought opinions from the State Bar and the Alabama Ethics Commission about the 

propriety of this arrangement, and they did not see a problem so long as his work here only 

involves Lee County matters.   Judge English asked the Commission to authorize Mr. Martin to 

use the office on an as needed basis with the provision that is only be used in relation to county 

matters.  Upon this request, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Brown to approve the use of an office in the Courthouse by Mr. Martin for county purposes.  

The motion carried unanimously.  

 

     

Sheriff Jones presented an application for a retail beer & retail table wine application for 

Backwaters Marina located in District 4.  Sheriff Jones stated no objections have been noted on 

the application.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to 

approve the following Resolution for Backwaters Marina.  The motion carried unanimously.    
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BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail beer and 

retail table wine application for Backwaters Marina located at 9825 Lee Road 379, Valley, 

Alabama.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented results of the 2021 full-depth reclamation, resurfacing and traffic 

stripe bid.  Mr. Hardee stated two bids were received and he recommends the bid be awarded to 

the lowest responsive bid from D & J Enterprises, Inc. for $1,772,153.25.  Mr. Hardee stated 

both local funds and the Rebuild Alabama funds will be utilized for the projects.  Commissioner 

Long questioned the milling of the existing pavement, and who owns the material afterwards.  

Mr. Hardee stated if the existing asphalt is too thick it becomes necessary to remove some depth 

of asphalt by planing the wearing surface.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to award the bid for the 2021 Full-Depth Reclamation, Resurfacing and 

Traffic Stripe to D & J Enterprises, Inc.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English stated Commissioner Brown would like to add an item to the Agenda 

which will take unanimous consent of the Commission.   Commissioner Brown made a motion 

to discuss the search for a replacement for Mr. Rendleman since his recent email confirmed his 

upcoming retirement in November.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and 

carried unanimously.   Commissioner Brown questioned what steps are taken to pursue the 

search process and questioned who takes responsibility and works on it.  Judge English 

suggested a professional recruitment search be done and suggested to authorize Mr. Rendleman 

to contact a firm he had suggested and engage them in the task.  Commissioner Ham thanked 

Mr. Rendleman for the amazing job he has done over the last 19 years.  Commissioner Long 

concurred with Judge English since Mr. Rendleman knows the position better than anyone, 

stating he has done a great job.  Mr. Rendleman said he would reach out to several firms for 

proposals and then would provide guidance on the process and give pros and cons of each.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated as addressed in his email he would recommend the new Chief Administrative 

Officer provide more of an administrative role, since the new Chief Financial Officer position 

has relieved the Administrator of some of those duties.  Commissioner Long questioned Mr. 

Rendleman if someone is hired prior to his leaving would he work with them.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated Lee County has been good to him and he would see that it is a smooth transition.  

Commissioner Brown made a motion to authorize Mr. Rendleman to research recruitment firms.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.               

 

   

Judge English stated an Agenda item needs to be added for an Executive Session to 

discuss current litigation.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to add the agenda item.   The motion carried unanimously.  

Judge English stated Mr. Rendleman, Mr. Hardee, and County Attorney Stan Martin 

need to attend the Executive Session and Ms. Frawley will attend by Zoom to discuss current 
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litigation.   Judge English stated the session the session should last approximately 30-45 

minutes and no official action is expected at the conclusion.    Commissioner Ham made a 

motion at approximately 5:45 pm to adjourn into Executive Session.  The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.      

 

 

At the conclusion of the Executive Session, Commissioner Brown made a motion at 

approximately 6:30 p.m. to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and 

carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, May 10, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 

by an invocation by Judge Bill English. 

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones.   News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer owner/reporter 

Michelle Key and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Mike Eads.  

 

 

The presentation on Northridge Shelter for Homeless Women was moved forward to the 

next Agenda since Mrs. Jean Causey was unable to attend due to a family emergency. 

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, Blackbaud and procurement card transaction listings and minutes of 

the April 26 meeting.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon 

to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Prior to the meeting Revenue Commissioner Oline Price asked that the item concerning 

her supernumerary compensation be removed from the agenda.   

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented for Commission consideration a transfer of a retail beer & retail 

table wine application for the Speed Zone located in District 3.  Sheriff Jones stated no 

objections were noted on the proposed transfer of the license.  Commissioner Long made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution for Speed Zone.   

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the transfer of the 

retail beer and retail table wine application for Speed Zone located at 17693 US Hwy 280 East, 

Smiths Station, Alabama.     

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented for Commission consideration the transfer of a lounge retail 

liquor (package) application for Speed Zone Package located in District 3.  Sheriff Jones stated 

no objections were noted on the proposed transfer of the license.  Commissioner Long made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution for Speed Zone 

Package.   
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 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the transfer of the 

lounge retail liquor (package) application for Speed Zone Package located at 17693 US Hwy 

280 East, Smiths Station, Alabama.     

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman presented for Commission consideration 

a recruitment proposal from GovHR USA for finding his replacement.  GovHR USA is a 

professional national recruitment firm.  Mr. Rendleman stated two proposals were received 

from GovHR USA.  The first proposal is a full scope recruitment proposal which entails six 

phases, they include:  Phase 1-Position Assessment, Position Announcement & Brochure; Phase 

2-Advertising, Candidate Recruitment & Outreach; Phase 3-Candidate Evaluation & Screening; 

Phase 4-Presentation of Recommended Candidates; Phase 5-Interviewing Process & 

Background Screening; and Phase 6-Appointment of Candidate.  The full scope recruitment 

proposal totals $22,500.  The second recruitment proposal totals $19,500 which is designed for 

clients who require only partial assistance with a recruitment.  Mr. Rendleman stated the main 

difference in the two proposals is that the full scope proposal includes a guarantee until a 

candidate is appointed to the position.  Mr. Rendleman stated after reviewing the two proposals 

he would recommend the full scope recruitment proposal.  Mr. Rendleman asked the 

Commission to decide if they wish to engage this company, and, if so, to decide which level of 

service they want to proceed with.   Judge English questioned why the Commission would want 

less than the full scope proposal.  Mr. Rendleman stated he likes to be able to present options.  

Commissioner Brown questioned if Mr. Rendleman felt this is a good price.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated the price is comparable to other firms and he feels it is a good price.  Commissioner 

Brown questioned if the funds would come out of the General Fund.  Mr. Rendleman answered 

in the affirmative.  Judge English followed the timeline indicating that if the Commission 

engages the firm now, then sometime around early August the chosen candidates will be 

interviewed, with a potential hire date in September.  Judge English questioned Mr. Rendleman 

if he would work with the chosen candidate prior to his leaving in November.  Mr. Rendleman 

indicated he will be around, stating he has a vested interest in the county.  Commissioner Brown 

questioned how soon the company could start if the Commission agreed to hire them.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated they should be able to start once the agreement is signed.  Commissioner 

Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to authorize the Chairman to sign 

the agreement for the full scope recruitment proposal for $22,000 with GovHR USA.  The 

motion carried unanimously.       

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented an updated job description for the Chief Administrative 

Officer position for Commission consideration.    Mr. Rendleman stated it is time to modernize 

the position and change it according to Code §11-3-18.  Mr. Rendleman stated he made a 

change to the Knowledge, Skills and Abilities section to prefer knowledge of public 

administration and a change in the Qualifications section to a Public Administration or business 

degree (Master’s preferred) rather than an accounting degree since Lee County currently has a 
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Chief Financial Officer onboard.   Mr. Rendleman stated he would like the Commission to 

approve the changes so GovHR USA can get it prior to starting their recruitment process.   

Judge English questioned if GovHR USA could have an opportunity to review the job 

description for their suggestions and updates too.  Mr. Rendleman asked that the Commission 

change the job description now and if GovHR USA suggests changes, bring it back before the 

Commission at that time.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to approve the Chief Administrative Officer’s job description as presented.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

   

Next, Mr. Rendleman presented the supplemental program which was introduced with 

the completion of the Evergreen Pay and Compensation study.  Mr. Rendleman explained that 

the idea is to provide supplemental compensation to employees who are assigned specific and 

clearly defined duties and responsibilities which are not a part of their normal job description.  

Mr. Rendleman stated a good example is a deputy serving on the SWAT team, would receive 

additional compensation with this program for being a SWAT member, which is not included in 

a typical deputy’s job description.  Mr. Rendleman stated this is only for the Commission’s 

review tonight and he will bring it back at the next meeting for consideration.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated this was presented during the Pay & Classification Study to provide additional 

compensation for these additional duties.  Judge English stated the supplement may be a tool to 

keep them motivated.  Mr. Rendleman agreed and stated the work force coming up wants to be 

compensated for additional duties and this accomplishes it.  Commissioner Ham thanked Mr. 

Rendleman and stated it has been in the works for a while and he is happy to see it finally 

happen.  Mr. Rendleman again stated the item will be on the next agenda for Commission 

consideration and no vote is needed tonight.            

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented several personnel policy changes for Commission 

consideration.  Mr. Rendleman stated the items are being presented tonight for information with 

adoption at a subsequent meeting.  Mr. Rendleman explained that the Commission amended the 

policies in July 2020 to place all personnel hired directly by the County Commission in 

unclassified positions that should serve under an employment contract.  However, Mr. 

Rendleman stated that when the Commission placed the current EMA Director on permanent 

status, they in effect elected to keep the position as a classified position, which conflicts with 

the policy as amended last year.   

 

The first proposed change, under 2.2.1 Unclassified Service, is to reverse the July 2020 

revision as explained above.  The other two proposed changes, under 11.2.0 Disciplinary 

Actions Policy, addresses the concerns of the original revision by providing a means to deal 

with potential policy violations by classified positions hired directly by the County Commission 

more effectively.  The proposed changes were also reviewed by HR Attorney Robbie Hyde.  

Mrs. Hyde indicated these changes will assist in addressing such concerns stating the only other 
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option would be to make such positions completely “At-Will”.    Mr. Rendleman again stated no 

action is needed tonight, but it will be presented at the next meeting for Commission 

consideration.   

 

Prior to adjourning into executive session, Judge English announced that the next 

meeting will be held on May 24, since Memorial Day Holiday falls on Monday, May 31.   

 

 

Judge English stated Mr. Rendleman indicated the Commission needs to hold an 

Executive Session concerning potential litigation.  Judge English stated to add the item it must 

be by unanimous consent.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to add an Executive Session to the Agenda.   The motion carried unanimously.  Judge 

English stated the Commission needs to adjourn into Executive Session to discuss potential 

litigation and the following need to attend, they include Mr. Rendleman, County Attorney Stan 

Martin, and Parks Director Ryan Norris.  The session should last approximately 30 minutes and 

possible action is anticipated at the conclusion.  Commissioner Long made a motion at 5:30 

p.m. to adjourn into Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brown 

and carried unanimously.   

 

No official action was taken by the Commission upon reconvening after the Executive 

Session. At approximately 6:00 p.m. Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 24, 2021.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long. 

 

 

During citizens’ communication, Peter Byrd appeared to discuss the availability of the 

minutes and agenda on the county’s website, stating they were not available until after 11:00 am 

today.  Mr. Byrd said he did not have enough time to review all the agenda items to adequately 

address them.  Mr. Byrd stated he has appeared before the Commission numerous times asking 

for availability of information and transparency.  Further, Mr. Byrd addressed one agenda item 

concerning the Solid Waste Management Plan, stating there was no information included in the 

packet concerning the cost of curbside pickup.  Mr. Byrd said he hopes the Commission will 

address the cost to the county, the cost to the citizens and when curbside pickup is scheduled to 

begin, since that information has not been shared publicly. 

 

     

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:   Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.   News media in attendance:  Opelika 

Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Mike Eads.  

 

 

Jean Causey made a presentation on the Northridge Shelter for Women and Children.  

Mrs. Causey stated their vision and goal is to provide a county without homelessness and their 

goal, to live out the vision by providing emergency, temporary, and/or transitional shelter which 

will lead to permanent homes for individuals and/or families in Lee County.   Mrs. Causey 

stated most people want a hand up, not a hand-out.   Mrs. Causey stated the facility opened 

March 1, and that due to CDC guidelines they could only house seven women at this time, but 

the facility has the ability to house up to 14 women. Mrs. Causey shared that two of the 

residents are veterans.  Mrs. Causey stated as part of the transitional plan, Northridge will stay 

with the ladies once they leave the facility.  Lastly, Mrs. Causey said the cost to run the facility 

is $9,000 per month and asked the Commission for support, indicating that any assistance is 

appreciated.  Commissioner Ham asked Mrs. Causey to discuss the role that Southern Union 

plays for the women.  Mrs. Causey stated that currently three residents are enrolled in the 

Ascend Program at Southern Union which prepares people to enter the workforce in 

manufacturing facilities.  Mrs. Causey stated that once the course is completed Southern Union 

will assist with placement into a position.  Further, Mrs. Causey stated all the ladies have chores 

at the facility, some like to cook, some like to clean, and others take care of the outside.  

Commissioner LaGrand stated he had an opportunity to visit the facility and thanked Mrs. 

Causey for her commitment to the project.   Commissioner Ham asked Mrs. Causey to share the 

criteria for staying at the home.  Mrs. Causey stated that Attorney Pep Melton helped devise the 
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guidelines, which includes no drinking, no smoking, and no profanity.   Mrs. Causey stated the 

facility is a pure miracle, stating the project has been completed in two years and already has 

ladies living in the facility.  Commissioner Brown questioned if the needs are only monetary or 

if there are other needs.  Mrs. Causey stated they do need monetary donations, but also, clothes 

and food are needed.  Mrs. Causey informed the Commission that soon the facility will house its 

first mother and her child, so they are looking forward to that.  Commissioner Ham thanked 

Mrs. Causey for all she does going above and beyond to help others in the community.   

 

 

Judge English presented the results of the Beat 13 Special Election for Planning and 

Zoning that was held May 18, 2021.  Judge English stated the vote resulted in 431 “Yes” votes 

and 219 “No” votes, and one “No” vote from the Absentee box, for a grand total of 431 “Yes” 

votes and 220 “No” votes.  Judge English noted that four provisional ballots were cast, but after 

review by the Board of Registrars none of the four votes were eligible to be counted.  Judge 

English said the vote for Planning and Zoning passed in Beat 13.   

 

 

Chief Financial Officer Neil Cyriac informed the Commission that the Alabama County 

Administrators Association had presented the Excellence in County Government Award to 

Chief Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman at their annual conference last week.  Mr. 

Cyriac stated the ACAA Committee decided to honor Mr. Rendleman acknowledging his work 

for counties through the various boards and committees he has served on and for providing 

assistance to fellow administrators across the state over the years.  Mr. Rendleman stated he was 

honored to receive this recognition from his fellow administrators, especially when he realized 

that would be the last conference he would be attending as an administrator.  Further, Mr. 

Rendleman stated today he had received about five phone calls from fellow administrators 

asking for his guidance on the recent federal recovery funds, since they knew he would be one 

of a few who had read the entire Act.  Mr. Rendleman stated he has only read to page 140 of the 

151 pages of the Act.  Mr. Rendleman stated he does not mind helping others out, noting that 

the Administrator position is one that has no courses to take and no books to train on, indicating 

is it all hands-on training.  Mr. Rendleman added that possibly one of the administrators that 

contacted him today may be a candidate as his replacement, since he did encourage a few to 

apply for the position here in Lee County.   The Commission and the audience applauded Mr. 

Rendleman for the award.       

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, Blackbaud procurement card transactions and minutes of the May 

10 meeting.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to 

approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Judge English presented for Commission consideration a proposal for professional 

services with Lehe Planning, LLC for the Lee County Zoning Regulations project.  Judge 

English stated Mr. Jim Lehe and Planning Commission Chairman Kevin Flannagan are both in 

attendance to address any questions of the Commission. Mr. Flannagan asked the Commission 

to consider allowing the Lee County Planning Commission to engage Mr. Lehe for his guidance 

and expertise in planning.  Mr. Lehe is an urban planner with over 40 years of experience as a 

professional planner and began his full-time consulting practice in 2000 with the establishment 

of Lehe Planning, LLC.  Previously, Mr. Lehe held professional planning positions with 

municipal and county planning departments and regional planning agencies.   Commissioner 

Brown questioned Mr. Lehe if after looking at Beat 13, will he look at zoning for the entire 

county.  Mr. Lehe indicated that is the long-term goal for the entire county, but first the 

foundation must be built.  Mr. Lehe stated there are currently only three Alabama counties that 

enforce zoning laws, they are:  Jefferson, Shelby, and Baldwin.  Judge English stated Lee and 

Macon are the other two that had legislation passed at about the same time.    Mr. Lehe said the 

Acts enabled in these counties all are different, noting that municipalities are covered under a 

separate State law.  Commissioner Brown asked that the Commission be proactive instead of 

reactive.  Mr. Lehe stated he would build an ordinance that could apply to other Beats in the 

county.  Judge English stated that conditional use needs to be addressed as well.  After further 

discussion, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize 

the Chairman to sign the agreement for professional services with Lehe Planning, LLC.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

   Agreement for Professional Services 

           Lee County Zoning Regulations Project 

THIS AGREEMENT made this 24th day of May 2021, by and between the Lee County 

Commission (“Commission”), having its offices in the Lee County Courthouse, 215 South 9th 

Street, Opelika, Alabama and Lehe Planning, LLC, (“Consultant”) an Alabama Limited liability 

company, having its principal place of business at 1836 Burning Tree Circle, Hoover, Alabama 

35226.   

WITNESSETH:  

WHEREAS, the majority of qualified electors in Lee County Beat 13 voted on May 18, 

2021, to authorize Zoning Regulations within the beat, and  

WHEREAS, the Consultant is capable of providing professional services for preparing 

the Zoning Regulations and Zoning Map for Beat 13 for adoption by the Planning Commission 

and approval by the County Commission, (the “Project”) and 

WHEREAS, the Commission needs the services provided by the Consultant to create 

the Zoning Regulations, and 

WHEREAS, the Commission and the Consultant desire to enter into this Agreement 

under which the Consultant shall provide such services for the Commission as are set forth 

herein, and 

WHEREAS, the Consultant’s work will be performed under the direction of the 

Chairman and Secretary of the Lee County Planning Commission. 
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NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereby agree as follows: 

1) Description of Services.  The Consultant will perform the following services, as 

required for completion of the Project:  

(a) Project Principal.  James E. Lehe, AICP, an urban planner with extensive 

professional experience in planning and zoning will serve as the principal 

planner for the Project.  

(b) Professional Planning Services.  The Consultant will perform all professional 

planning services required for Project completion as described in Attachment A, 

which is made a part of this Agreement.  

2) Use of Subconsultants.  The Consultant is authorized to engage the services of any 

individual to assist with the Project, if needed, at no additional cost to the 

Commission.   

3) Time for Performance.  The Consultant will complete the Project in accordance 

with the tentative schedule described in Attachment A, which may be extended by 

the Commission, as necessary to complete the Project.   

4) Payment and Expenses. 

(a) Fixed fee payment.  The Commission will pay the Consultant a total fixed fee of 

$25,000 unless the County Commission authorizes an increase by an amendment 

to this Agreement.  This total fixed fee covers all professional services, travel, 

and other incidental expenses.  The total amount shall be payable over the 

anticipated Project schedule described in Attachment A as follows:   

• $7,500 upon execution of this Agreement; 

• $5,000 per month thereafter for a period of 3 months; and 

• The $2,500 balance upon completion of the Project.  The completion date 

shall be the adoption date by the Commission of the final Zoning 

Regulations.  

• The balance of the total fee shall be paid if the Project is completed in a 

shorter period. 

(b) Method of Payment.  Consultant shall submit monthly invoices to the 

Commission for payment of work performed each month, until Project 

completion.  Each invoice shall describe the work performed for the period.  

Payment shall be made by the Commission within thirty (30) days of its receipt 

of the Consultant’s invoice.   

5) Term/Termination.  This Agreement shall terminate automatically upon 

completion by the Consultant of the services required by this Agreement.  Either 

party may terminate this agreement by giving at least 30 days written notice.  The 

Consultant will be paid for services and expenses incurred up to the termination date.  

The amount due the Consultant in the event of early termination shall be apportioned 

according to the percent of total work completed.  If the percent of work completed 

is less than the amount paid to the Consultant, then the Consultant will be obligated 

to return the difference to the Commission.  
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6) Relationship of Parties.  It is understood by the parties that the Consultant is an 

independent contractor with respect to the Commission and not an employee.  

7) Entire Agreement.  This Agreement contains the entire agreement between the 

parties and there are no other promises or conditions in any other agreement whether 

oral or written.  This Agreement supersedes any prior written or oral agreements 

between the parties.  

8) Amendment.  This Agreement may be modified or amended if the amendment is 

made in writing and is signed by both parties.  

9) Severability.  If any provisions of this Agreement shall be held to be invalid or 

unenforceable for any reason, the remaining provisions shall continue to be valid and 

enforceable.  If a court finds that any provision of this Agreement is invalid or 

unenforceable, but that by limiting such provision it would become valid and 

enforceable, then such provision shall be deemed to be written, construed, and 

enforced as so limited.  

10) Waiver of Contractual Right.  The failure of either party to enforce any provision 

of this Agreement shall not be construed as a waiver or limitation of that party’s 

right to subsequently enforce and compel strict compliance with every provision of 

this Agreement.  

11) Effective Date.  This Agreement shall become effective upon its execution. 

12) Applicable Law.  The laws of the State of Alabama shall govern this Agreement.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the day 

and year first set forth above.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman asked the Commission to postpone the Employee Advancement 

Program until July 3, 2021, replacing the original June 5, 2021 date. Mr. Rendleman stated he 

would like to see this program and the supplemental program begin at the same time.   Mr. 

Rendleman again explained that this program is intended primarily for entry-level positions 

providing a promotion opportunity based on time and performance regardless of turnover rates 

in supervisory or high-level positions.  Mr. Rendleman stated those positions with both a Level 

I and a Level II range assignments are the ones up for Commission consideration for the 

Advancement Program designation. Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to postpone the starting date of the Employee Advancement Program to 

July 3, 2021.  The motion carried unanimously.       

 

 

Mr. Rendleman asked the Commission to adopt the supplemental program beginning 

July 3, 2021.  Mr. Rendleman stated the supplemental program provides additional 

compensation to employees assigned specific and clearly defined duties and responsibilities 

which are not a part of the ordinary job description for the classification.  Mr. Rendleman 

overviewed the information that was presented to the Commission at the last meeting.  After 
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review, Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner Ham to adopt the supplemental 

program beginning on July 3, 2021.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman asked the Commission to adopt several policy changes as explained in 

detail at the last meeting.  Mr. Rendleman stated the changes will give clear guidance to the 

Commission.  Those changes include:  1) under 2.2.1 for Unclassified Service Item E delete 

wording, “Any individual hired directly by the County Commission shall serve under an 

executed employment contract”; 2) under 11.0.0 Disciplinary Action, under 11.2.0 under 

Disciplinary Actions Policy the addition of bullet points D & E; and 3) Under Grievance section 

under 12.1.0 Policy Review to add additional wording to include, “or a Classified Service 

Appointing Authority”.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to approve the policy changes as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.      

 

 

Mr. Rendleman addressed the temporary COVID-19 Policies asking that the 

Commission terminate them at the end of business on Friday, July 2, 2021.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated Governor Ivey has already announced she will be ending the state of emergency for the 

State of Alabama on Tuesday, July 6, 2021.  Mr. Rendleman stated once the policies are 

terminated, employees will be subject to the regular personnel policies concerning leave time 

and/or FMLA, if necessary.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to terminate the COVID-19 Policies at the end of business on July 2, 2021.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

   

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price gave her annual Report of Insolvencies, Errors and 

Taxes in Litigation for the Tax Year 2020 and Uncollected Insolvencies and Taxes in Litigation 

for previous years, as required by Code of Alabama 1975, Sections 40-5-23 & 40-5-29.  Mrs. 

Price stated normally she breaks even, but this year the State owes her six cents.  Mrs. Price 

explained this is caused by rounding issues in their program.  Commissioner Ham made a 

motion to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Commissioner Cannon, and unanimously 

carried: 

  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the reports filed by Oline W. 

Price, Lee County Revenue Commissioner, of Insolvencies, Errors and Taxes in Litigation for 

the Tax Year 2020 and Uncollected Insolvencies and Taxes in Litigation for previous years are 

hereby approved, and that the Chairman is hereby authorized to sign same; and that said 

Revenue Commissioner be and she is hereby allowed credit for taxes listed in these reports.  

 

 

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price asked the Commission to approve the following 

Resolution to address the monetary limitation on the annual supernumerary salary to be 
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effective upon the date she assumes supernumerary status or at the time of her death while 

serving as Lee County Revenue Commissioner.   Mrs. Price stated she does not have a 

retirement program, it is self-funded, and in 1993 the Legislature decided to put a cap on it.  

Mrs. Price explained that there are 6 left in the State, stating that a couple of other counties have 

passed a good faith resolution in support of removing the cap.  Commissioner Ham made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the following Resolution.  The motion 

carried on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner LaGrand abstaining.     

 

RESOLUTION NO. 05242021 

 

 WHEREAS, Ala. Code 40-6-3 sets the annual salary of a supernumerary official with 

18 or more years of service at an amount not to exceed forty-nine thousand six hundred dollars 

($49,600) per year; and 

 WHEREAS, the same code section authorizes the county governing body, by majority 

vote of the membership, to elect to increase or remove this monetary limitation on 

compensation for any person who assumed supernumerary status after September 30, 1993; and 

 WHEREAS, Oline W. Price will be the only supernumerary official in Lee County to 

be affected by Ala. Code 40-6-3; and  

 WHEREAS, the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, as the county governing 

body, has determined that it is right and proper to remove the monetary limitation on Oline W. 

Price upon her assuming supernumerary status; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commission of Lee 

County, Alabama, as follows: 

It is the intention of the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, as the county governing 

body, to remove the monetary limitation after Oline W. Price has assumed supernumerary status 

by appointment of the Governor of the State of Alabama or upon her death while in office, and 

a resolution to that effect will be passed at that undetermined future date. 

Approved and adopted this 24th day of May 2021. 

 

 

Judge English presented for Commission consideration the following Resolution to 

adopt the “Lee County Zoning Regulations” and a Beat 13 zoning map as adopted by the Lee 

County Planning Commission.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

    RESOLUTION  

 

WHEREAS, a petition containing 633 signatures was filed in the office of the Lee 

County Judge of Probate on February 3, 2021, seeking a special election in Beat 13 pursuant to 

Act No. 2007-401, as amended by Act 2008-409, enacted at the 2007 and 2008 Regular 

Sessions of the Legislature of Alabama, (as codified at Acts of Alabama, §45-41-260 et seq); 

and 
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  WHEREAS, said petition sought to apply “the authority of the commission, its master 

plan, and the zoning regulations” in Beat 13 through the special election process; and 

 WHEREAS, Probate Judge Bill English verified that the petition was substantially in 

compliance with those Acts, and that it contained more than enough valid signatures (445) of 

Beat 13 registered voters who reside in and who own real estate in the beat to meet the 

requirements of the Act, and so informed the Lee County Commission on February 8, 2021; and 

 WHEREAS, in regular meeting on February 8, 2021, the Lee County Commission 

timely called for a special election to be held in Beat 13 on May 18, 2021; and 

 WHEREAS, notice of the special election for Beat 13 was timely published and posted 

in two public places in Beat 13 as required by law; and  

 WHEREAS, that special election was held on May 18, 2021 in Beat 13, with 431 voters 

casting “YES” votes, 220 voters casting “NO” votes, and four (4) voters whose eligibility was 

questioned casting provisional ballots; and   

 WHEREAS, the Lee County Planning Commission, at its regularly scheduled meeting 

on May 19, 2021, and in accordance with the 2010 “Lee County Master Plan”, unanimously 

adopted the “Lee County Zoning Regulations” and Beat 13 zoning map and recommended that 

same be forwarded to the Lee County Commission for approval; now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED and ordered as follows: that, pursuant to the provisions of Act No. 

2007-401, as amended by Act 2008-409, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the 

promulgated “Lee County Zoning Regulations” and Beat 13 zoning map as submitted by the 

Lee County Planning Commission; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED and ordered as follows: that, pursuant to the 

aforementioned Acts, in compliance with the 2010 “Lee County Master Plan”, and by authority 

of the results of a special election held on May 18, 2021 in Beat 13, the authority of the Lee 

County Planning Commission, its master plan and the zoning regulations are hereby applied to 

Beat 13, effective May 24, 2021. 

 

 

Judge English stated at this time there is not a need to set a Public Hearing on the zoning 

regulations but stated it possibly will be ready by the next Commission meeting on June 14. 

 

 

Judge English stated the letter to ADEM concerning permits for the quarry was finalized 

over the weekend and the final version was on their desk for review.  Judge English stated the 

document outlines water quality and air quality issues for submitting it before the Thursday 

deadline.  Further, Judge English stated a more technical letter has been written by the law firm 

hired by Lee County and will be mailed to ADEM as well.  Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner LaGrand authorizing Judge English to mail the letter as presented.  

The motion carried unanimously.    
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County Engineer Justin Hardee presented Sentinel Hills Subdivision, Phase 2 for 

permanent maintenance.  Mr. Hardee stated Sentinel Hills, Phase 2 completed the required 

maintenance period by the owner on May 19, 2021.  The final inspection was conducted on 

May 20, 2021 and all improvements have been completed.  Mr. Hardee recommended the roads 

in the subdivision, Lee Road 2214 and Lee Road 2215 totaling approximately 0.216 miles be 

accepted by the Commission for permanent maintenance by the Lee County Highway 

Department.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to accept 

Sentinel Hills Subdivision, Phase 2 for permanent maintenance.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented a request from Kreher Preserve and Nature Center Administrator 

Jennifer Lolley to assist with some trenching for two utility lines to their new pavilion.  Mr. 

Hardee stated the Highway Department estimates the work can be done by two employees using 

the skid steer trenching equipment in one day if they do not run into any complications.   Mr. 

Hardee noted that there is a substantial amount of rock across the road in an adjacent 

subdivision, Tuscany Hills, so, if they are unable to break through it, he has explained to Mrs. 

Lolley they will have to stop to see what the next step will be which would likely greatly 

increase the time and cost to the county.  Mr. Hardee stated that Mrs. Lolley understands there 

are some unknowns.  Mrs. Lolley concurred and stated to her knowledge they have not 

encountered any rock material on their side of the road.   Mrs. Lolley stated since COVID hit 

their numbers have increased tremendously to around 45,000 annually.  Mrs. Lolley stated this 

would provide water and power to the pavilion and is needed for their teaching programs.  

Commissioner Long questioned the depth of the trench.  Mr. Hardee stated about 3 feet deep 

along an existing pathway.   Commissioner Brown encouraged anyone to go out to see the 

Kreher Preserve and Nature Trail if they have not visited.  Mrs. Lolley stated they are open to 

the public year-round and it includes about 6 miles of trails.  Upon acknowledging the fact that 

this project was near and dear to Commissioner Lawrence, Commissioner Brown made a 

motion authorizing the Highway Department to perform the trenching work as indicated by Mr. 

Hardee and discontinue if they run into any rock and bring the item back before the 

Commission.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner LaGrand and carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented the following Resolution approving the Gogue Performing 

Arts Center as a Courthouse Annex.  Mr. Rendleman explained that the larger location is 

necessary for an upcoming trial with a jury pool of approximately 150 due to COVID 

restrictions placed by the Department of Justice.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner Brown to approve the following Resolution.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission is the governing body of Lee County, 
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Alabama (the “County”) and wishes to designate additional space as a temporary county 

courthouse annex; and, 

WHEREAS, Alabama law provides that county commissions may locate county offices, 

including courthouses, to property outside the county courthouse, provided the building is 

designated as a courthouse annex by order of the county commission at a regular meeting; and, 

WHEREAS, the County Commission wishes to designate property located at 910 South 

College Street, Auburn, Alabama 36830 (“the Gogue Performing Arts Center”), as a temporary 

courthouse annex to accommodate judicial duties and court proceedings pursuant to, but not 

limited to, Code of Alabama § 11-3-11 (1975); and,  

WHEREAS, the Commission wishes to permit any duly appointed judge or duly 

empaneled jury performing judicial duties in Lee County to conduct any and all court business 

as needed at the above-listed courthouse annex as if such business were being conducted in the 

Lee County Courthouse Justice Center located at 2311 Gateway Drive, Opelika, AL 36801; and,  

WHEREAS, upon motion having duly made by Commissioner Ham and seconded by 

Commissioner Brown, with discussion having been had thereon and a vote having been taken, 

upon which vote said motion carried by the vote of five to zero.   

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission as follows:  

1. The Gogue Performing Arts Center, which is located at 910 South College Street, 

Auburn, AL 36830, is hereby designated as a courthouse annex.  

2. Any duly appointed judge and or duly empaneled jury performing their duties in Lee 

County may conduct any and all court business at the Gouge Performing Arts Center 

as if it were being conducted at the Lee County Courthouse Justice Center located at 

2311 Gateway Drive, Opelika, AL 36801; 

3. This resolution shall take effect on the date it is approved and adopted and shall 

remain in effect for one (1) calendar year, unless extended by further order of this 

Commission.  

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 24th day of May 2021.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented information for Commission consideration to establish a Trust 

Fund for Other Post-Employment Benefits or OPEB.  Mr. Rendleman explained that in the early 

2000’s when medical costs started increasing by double digits annually, the Governmental 

Accounting Standards Board (GASB) was concerned that other post-employment benefits, like 

health insurance, weren’t being recognized as a long-term liability for these future obligations 

like pensions were being reported.  Mr. Rendleman stated to shorten a very long story, they 

required governmental units to start booking and reporting OPEB liabilities around 2006.  This 

became a very big deal, so the Alabama Legislature passed the Post Employment Benefit Act of 

2008 for setting up of trust funds addressing this very large obligation for cities and counties.  

Mr. Rendleman indicated if the Commission wants some light reading material, it is Code of 

Alabama, 1975 Title 11, Section 104.   As fortune would have it, this happened during the Great 

Recession and OPEB became less of a pressing problem.  Recently, this subject is coming 

around again with rating agencies asking more questions about any future funding plans.  
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Although the pandemic has pushed back the interest in OPEB funding for now, the result will 

likely bring this back to the forefront as we can expect double digit increases again in healthcare 

costs as the pandemic has severely crippled the healthcare industry and the supplementary 

funding from the federal government will end.  Mr. Rendleman stated from a series of unrelated 

events and fortunate timing, we can address the challenges of OPEB funding before the problem 

comes back to the forefront.  As of the end of Fiscal Year 2020, our unfunded liability for 

OPEB is $5,962,657.  Last year, we paid $331,128 to cover health insurance for retirees.  To put 

this in perspective, we only paid $53,690 for retiree health insurance in Fiscal Year 2008.  The 

goal is to set up a trust fund that generates enough revenue to cover annual costs, and the 

$331,128 could go to hiring more deputies and litter crews or for road repairs.  Commissioner 

Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to authorize the establishment of a 

trust fund for the purpose of funding other post-employment benefits, per Title 11, Section 104 

of the Code of Alabama.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English opened the floor to a Public Hearing at approximately 6:20 p.m. for 

public comments on an amendment to the Lee County Solid Waste Management Plan.  Mr. 

Hardee explained that the Amendment is for the following: “The County may, in the future, 

elect to collect solid waste at the point of generation (curbside pickup for household waste 

and/or container pickup for commercial waste).  The County may elect to contract with private 

haulers for collection services.  If the County elects to collect solid waste at the point of general 

or contract with private haulers, they may continue operating some or all of the current drop-off 

centers or discontinue them if so desired.”  Mr. McDonald stated they are looking at other 

options but at this time have not determined the most cost-effective method for the county.   Mr. 

Dale Story of Engineering Service Associates concurred they are only addressing the 

amendment to the Solid Waste Management Plan with no plan at this time to change the current 

system.  Mr. Story added that it only adds verbiage to include curb-side service into the plan, 

which adds an additional option to the current system.    

At approximately 6:20 pm, since no comments were made, Judge English closed the 

Public Hearing concerning an amendment to the current Solid Waste Management Plan.   

Upon closure of the Public Hearing, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Brown to approve the following Resolution to amend the Solid Waste 

Management Plan as provided.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 

    RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission (“Commission”) is required by the Alabama 

Solid Waste and Recyclable Materials Management Act (SWRMMA), Code of Alabama 1975, 

22-27-47, to periodically submit a minimum ten-year Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP) 

to address solid waste management within the County; and  

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission has retained the engineering firm of 

Engineering Service Associates, Inc. to prepare an Amendment to the current SWMP to allow 
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the option to collect solid waste via curbside pickup, and has conducted a public hearing to 

solicit input, and has consolidated citizen comments and concerns into the development of the 

amendment to the SWMP; and 

WHEREAS, the Amendment to the Solid Waste Management Plan must be adopted 

through a resolution by the County Commission before submission to the Alabama Department 

of Environmental Management.    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lee County Commission approves 

and adopts the Amended Lee County Solid Waste Management Plan 2014, and the Commission 

Chairman is hereby authorized to sign all necessary correspondence involved in the submission 

of this Amendment to the Alabama Department of Environmental Management, and that the 

Amended 2014 Solid Waste Management Plan will serve as the basis for solid waste 

management within Lee County from the date of adoption through December 31, 2024, unless 

amended prior to that date.  

Passed and adopted this 24th day of May 2021.    

 

 

Commissioner Long at approximately 6:21 p.m. made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Brown to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, June 14, 2021, at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 

by an invocation by Commissioner Ham. 

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones and Loachapoka Mayor Ricky Holder.   News media in 

attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Intern Kinley Beshers and Opelika-

Auburn News reporter Mike Eads.  

 

 

During citizens communication, Peter Byrd stated he noticed the first reading of an 

appointment to the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board and asked the Commission to 

appoint someone that may control EAMC a little better.     

 

Next, John Sophocleus again appeared before the Commission about what he views as 

the corruption of the county commission and raised several of the numerous issues he has raised 

previously.  

     

 

Loachapoka Mayor Ricky Holder stated Loachapoka will be holding a fireworks display 

for the first time ever on Thursday, July 1 beginning at 7:00 p.m. with a DJ and food vendors, 

and the fireworks will begin at 9:00 p.m. and he invited everyone to attend.  Further, Mayor 

Holder stated he has had several meetings with Commissioners LaGrand and Cannon on issues 

in Loachapoka and wanted to publicly thank them for the work they are doing for Lee County, 

but especially in Loachapoka.   

 

 

Joshua Lewis appeared before the Commission concerning Executive Order 13985.  Mr. 

Lewis stated he is concerned for the black community since the county will receive a sizeable 

amount of funds by the order and asked that the Commission not earmark the funds for 

infrastructure but consider allocating the funds for education and health care for the underserved 

and the black community.   Mr. Lewis stated the poverty level in Auburn is close to 30%, but in 

the black and minority community it is greater than 40%.   The poverty level in Opelika is 

around 19-20%, but in the black and minority community it is up to 25-30%.    Mr. Lewis said 

that they feel that the allotment of funds should go to the black community and would like to 

join in the conversation on the allotment of funds.   

 

Next, John Andrew Harris appeared before the Commission stating he is a facilitator for 

Executive Order 13985.  Mr. Harris stated he has talked to people in the community who are 
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concerned how the funds are going to be spent and they want a piece of the pie.  Mr. Harris 

stated the funds will be distributed in July and indicated that there are only 12 things that can be 

done with the funds and stated the order can’t be violated.  He said we should model on other 

counties and that he is also working with Russell County.    

 

Last, Kristine Ball, a resident of the City of Loachapoka, said she also is in attendance to 

address Executive Order 13985.  Ms. Ball stated she would like to see the funds used for 

promoting wellness in the community, economic and small business development such as 

starting a small business incubation system.  Ms. Ball stated she has presented a specific and 

refined proposal to the City of Loachapoka to have dilapidated facilities restored.  She asked the 

Commission to put it on their radar as well.  Commissioner Ham asked Ms. Ball to leave her 

information with the Commission and Mayor Holder.     

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, Blackbaud and procurement card transaction listings and minutes of 

the May 24 meeting.  First reading of Stanley Tucker to the East Alabama Health Care 

Authority Board was made.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Judge English stated the Lee County Zoning Regulations adopted by the Lee County 

Planning Commission and approved by the Lee County Commission at the May 24, 2021, 

meeting have been advertised for three consecutive weeks out of an abundance of caution.  

Judge English opened the floor at 5:20 pm for a Public Hearing on the Zoning Regulations.   No 

one appeared to speak, so the floor was closed at 5:20 pm.    Commissioner Cannon made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to re-approve the same Lee County Zoning 

Regulations as approved at the May 24, 2021, meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

   

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the final plat for Ridge Grove Farms 

Subdivision located in District 4 for Commission approval.  Mr. Hardee stated the subdivision 

has been reviewed and meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and 

Land Development Regulations.   The proposed subdivision consists of 14 frontage lots located 

adjacent to Lee Road 183.  The adjacent property owners were notified of the development by 

letters sent out on May 25, 2021.   Christy and Vince Gaultney stated they live on the property 

across the road from the proposed subdivision and are concerned about the type of homes that 

will be built.  Further, Mr. Gaultney stated he is extremely concerned about a stream that flows 

to their pond stating the area has been deemed a wildlife zone, since it has woodland ducks and 

other wildlife.  Mr. Hardee stated Lee County only looks at the subdivision regulations and if 

the proposed development meets them, further stating he they do not look at the type of homes 

being built.  Mr. Hardee stated the smallest lot is a little over two acres.  Commissioner Ham 
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stated since the smallest lot is over two acres, he feels they will build pretty nice houses.  Mr. 

Hardee offered to meet with the Gaultney’s to review their concerns.  Commissioner Ham 

questioned if they had talked to the developer.  They responded they had not, stating since Mrs. 

Gregory died, they are not aware of who took over her estate.  Commissioner Brown questioned 

if the item could be tabled until the next meeting. After discussion, the Commission moved the 

item forward to the next agenda.     

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented for Commission consideration a renewal agreement with the 

National Center for Asphalt Technology (NCAT).  Mr. Hardee stated Dr. Buzz Powell, P.E. is 

in attendance to address any questions of the Commission.  Mr. Hardee stated it is a 3-year 

renewal which allows NCAT to continue their research into ways to improve the county’s 

ability to maintain our asphalt pavements and highway infrastructure system.  The information 

Lee County along with the Association of County Engineer’s of Alabama (ACEA) has gained 

through NCAT’s work has proven to provide cost effective means of maintaining our county 

roadways.   This Pavement Preservation Project involves asphalt test strips on a paved portion 

of Lee Road 159 between the Martin Marietta quarry below Chewacla State Park and Lee Road 

10, aka Sandhill Road.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long 

to approve the following 3-year Agreement with NCAT.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

    AGREEMENT 

 

This Agreement is made this 14th day of June 2021 (the “Effective Date”), by and 

between Auburn University, through its National Center for Asphalt Technology (“NCAT”), 

having offices at Office of Innovation Management and Commercialization, 570 Devall Drive, 

Suite 102, Auburn, Alabama 36832 (“Auburn”), and Lee County, Alabama having offices at 

215 South Ninth Street, Opelika, Alabama 36801 (“Lee County”).  The said parties may 

hereinafter also be referred to collectively as “the Parties” and individually as “Party”.  

WHEREAS, Lee County and Auburn wish to collaborate in a project for testing various 

pavement preservation treatments for maintaining and extending the life of roadways in Lee 

County, Alabama (the “Project”); and  

WHEREAS, the Project should result in valuable research data for the road construction 

and maintenance industry as a whole, as well as provide Lee County with cost effective options 

for maintaining its roadways. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows: 

1. No funds from Lee County will be required to support this Project. 

2. Work will be performed by NCAT, at Auburn’s expense, on both sides of Lee Road 

159 from the Auburn city limits south to the intersection with Lee Road 10.  

3. Various preservation treatments have been installed in a series of test sections 

throughout much of this approximately one-half mile section of Lee Road 159. 

4. Regular post construction testing will continue to be performed by NCAT in which 

pavement performance will be carefully monitored.   
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5. Appropriated traffic control needed during testing will be the responsibility of 

NCAT.  

6. The Lee County Engineer will be invited to participate in 6-month sponsor meetings 

at the NCAT Pavement Test Track. 

7. Auburn, through NCAT, will assume maintenance responsibility of the experimental 

surfaces on Lee Road 159 throughout the testing process and will keep Lee Road 

159 and its surfaces in a condition safe for the traveling public throughout the period 

of this Agreement.   

8. After the completion of the Project, Auburn, through NCAT, will leave Lee Road 

159 in no worse condition than if the test section had not been installed, to the 

satisfaction of the Lee County Engineer. 

9. The planned end date of the research cycle is September 30, 2024; however, the 

Pavement Preservation Project may be extended beyond that date if funding is 

available, subject to the written consent of both Parties. 

10. NCAT will provide Lee County with Construction Data, Performance Data, and 

Reports through NCAT’s website, newsletter, and various other means of 

communication.   

11. The effective period of this Agreement is from the Effective Date through September 

30, 2024, and can be extended by the written consent of both parties.  During this 

period, either Party has the right to terminate this Agreement in part or in total by 

giving the other Party written notice of its intent to terminate at least one hundred 

twenty (120) days prior to the effective date of termination.  In the event of 

termination, by either party, Auburn, through NCAT, will leave Lee Road 159 in no 

worse condition than if the test sections had not been installed, to the satisfaction of 

the Lee County Engineer. 

12. Neither Party shall use the name or trademark or names of any employees of the 

other Party in any advertising, promotional, or sales literature without the prior 

written consent of the other Party. 

13. This Agreement shall be construed, interpreted and governed in accordance with the 

laws of the State of Alabama, notwithstanding the residence or principal place of 

business of any Party, the place where this Agreement may be executed by any Party 

or the provisions of any jurisdiction’s conflict-of-laws principles. 

14. This Agreement contains the entire Agreement between the Parties.  The terms and 

conditions set forth herein are subject to amendment by the written agreement of the 

Parties.   

      IN WITNESS THEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the 

Effective Date entered above.   

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented an additional request from the National Center for Asphalt 

Technology (NCAT) for assistance with their test track rebuild for 2021.  Mr. Hardee stated 

they have asked the Highway Department to assist them by hauling an estimated 25 loads of 
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chert material from our pit on Lee Road 151, directly across the road from their test track, to 

their facility.  Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department has helped them in the past and it 

could be accomplished in a day’s time.  Mr. Hardee stated they are willing to reimburse the 

county for the cost of the material.   Additionally, they have requested assistance with mowing 

and herbicide around the test track when our mowing and herbicide treatments are coming down 

Lee Road 151.  Mr. Hardee stated the county has provided this service in years past, however, 

with the transition from two to only one round of mowing each year, they are requesting the 

county spray herbicide around the track to help with vegetation management.  Commissioner 

Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to provide the assistance as presented.  

The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented a request from Beauregard Fire Department to assist with site 

development for a future fire station location.  Mr. Hardee stated the work will be on property 

owned by the fire department that is located off Alabama Highway 51 near Marvyn.  The work 

will include removal of a small existing slab, then at a later date, the construction of a driveway 

and building pad for the future station.  The Highway Department estimates the initial work can 

be done by two employees using excavating equipment in one day if they do not run into 

complications.  The later work is to be determined based on the requirements of the Beauregard 

Fire Department.  Judge English asked Chief Mike Holden to consider allowing the county to 

use it as a polling location once the new facility is completed.  Commissioner Brown questioned 

if this will be an additional location.  Chief Holden answered in the affirmative.  Commissioner 

LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the site work by the 

Highway Department as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald presented the results of Bid #2021-10 

for Solid Waste Collection and Transport.  Mr. McDonald stated on May 10, 2021, the 

department received bids from Arrow Disposal and Amwaste and two no bids from GFL 

Environmental Inc. and Waste Management.  Mr. McDonald stated the current system requires 

service 7 days per week/365 days per year, which results in tremendous overtime expense, 

currently over $80,000 and steadily increasing.  The overtime is a significant strain on the 

department employees.  Additionally, the tonnage has increased by over 6,000 tons from last 

year costing well over $900,000 for disposal fees alone.  Mr. McDonald stated Lee County is 

the only county in the State still utilizing a system like this.    Mr. McDonald stated the bid does 

not include disposal, it only includes curbside collection and transport.  Mr. McDonald stated 

three options are provided for Commission consideration are:  Option 1) weekly curbside cart 

pickup by a contractor with weekly curbside bulk waste pickup by the contractor as well, and no 

drop-off sites; Option 2) weekly curbside cart pickup by a contractor with a county run on-

demand bulk disposal service and use of a few county-owned drop-off sites on a couple of  

“amnesty” days per month; or Option 3) county operated weekly curbside cart pickup with a 

county run on-demand bulk disposal service and use of a few county-owned drop-off sites on a 
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couple of  “amnesty” days per month.  Commissioner Brown questioned the timeframe of when 

the system, if approved, would go into effect.  Mr. McDonald estimated around 3-6 months for 

the details to be worked out and operations ready to begin.  Commissioner Long stated he had 

received phone calls from several elderly individuals that can’t get a cart to the road and 

questioned if options will be provided for them.  Mr. McDonald stated the bid contained an 

option for back-door service at no additional cost to citizens, if they qualify.  Commissioner 

Brown questioned the number of sites that will remain open.  Mr. McDonald explained that of 

the 15 sites the county only owns 7 of them.  Mr. McDonald stated at this time they are 

considering keeping 4 sites open, they are:  1) Highway 280 at the Bottle; 2) Motts/near the Lee 

County Flea Market; 3) one for the Beulah area; and 4) one for the Beauregard area.  Mr. 

Hardee indicated those sites will be fenced and manned and only open twice a month for 

disposal of bulk waste and/or larger items.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned the back-door 

service option.  Mr. McDonald stated it would be available to any citizen that qualifies or pays 

an additional fee for the service.  Commissioner Ham stated it would free up the department for 

litter control to keep the county clean and feels it should save on tipping fees.  Commissioner 

LaGrand questioned the feasibility to keep all 15 sites open.  Mr. Hardee stated of the 15 sites, 

at least 9 are not large enough to fence in and the department is not staffed to keep them open.  

Commissioner Ham stated he would like to see the county get away from the container sites 

altogether.  Commissioner Cannon interjected that unless they are able to be fenced, they will 

not work because the abuse of the system will continue. Commissioner Brown questioned if the 

Commission needs to choose one of the three options presented and questioned whether public 

input is needed.  Judge English questioned County Attorney Stan Martin and he stated he would 

suggest holding a public hearing for citizen input.  Judge English indicated a public hearing is 

not required to change the system.  Mr. Hardee stated the Commission will need to make a 

choice of one of the three options presented.  Commissioner Ham questioned how long the bids 

are good for.  Mr. McDonald stated the vendors would honor the bids until the next 

Commission meeting on June 28.  Commissioner Cannon questioned if the Commission needs 

to hold a special meeting next week to consider the item.  Commissioner Brown stated change 

is hard and most people that will show up will be the ones that don’t want change.  

Commissioner LaGrand agreed but stated he feels that public input is needed on it.  

Commissioner Brown agreed adding that Mr. McDonald and his department have done a great 

job and have provided three really great options, then, questioned which one is recommended.  

Mr. McDonald stated they are recommending the middle option, a combination of a private cart 

pickup service with a county boom truck and operator for picking up large items and to continue 

to open at least 4 drop off locations on a twice-monthly basis. 

Mr. Hardee concurred with Mr. McDonald stating the county should change to a system 

that will work, since what is currently being utilized is not working.  Mr. Hardee stated County 

Administrator Roger Rendleman suggested continuing to charge the current rate to users and 

after one and a half to two years, to get the system up and running and the second year to get 

real numbers on the cost to run the system, then, look at hard numbers to determine the true cost 

of the system and look at the fee structure at that time with real costs included.  Commissioner 

Long made a motion to choose Option 2 for weekly curbside cart pickup by a contractor with a 
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county run on-demand bulk disposal service and use of three or four county-owned drop-off 

sites on a couple of “amnesty” days per month.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon for discussion.  Commissioner Brown questioned if they had a marketing plan to 

promote the change to the system.  Mr. McDonald stated the vendor will do a marketing 

campaign and his department will notify citizens by advertising the changes and also by the 

county placing signs at the current sites informing them of the upcoming changes.   Judge 

English questioned the starting date.  Mr. McDonald said it could be up to six months which 

will give the vendor adequate time to acquire and distribute 18,000+ carts and get everything 

needed into place.   Commissioner Ham stated he would like to hold a Public Hearing on it.  

After further discussion, Commissioner Long rescinded his motion, and Commissioner Cannon 

rescinded his second.  Upon consideration, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to hold a Special Meeting on June 21 at 5:00 pm in the Commission 

chambers to hold a Public Hearing on potential changes to the Solid Waste system and to 

discuss the future of the Solid Waste system in Lee County afterward.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  Chief Operating Officer Randy Lee with Amwaste stated they would require a 

100-day startup delay.  Arrow Disposal Service Representative Gentry Shows thanked the 

Commission for the opportunity to bid on the services and stated the back-door service requires 

a letter from a physician and no additional fee is charged.                    

 

 

Judge English stated there is no need for an Executive Session, so it was removed.   

 

 

Commissioner Ham at approximately 6:42 p.m. made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, June 28, 2021, at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Brown. 

 

 

During citizens communication, Circles Opelika Director Regina Meadows appeared 

before the Commission with an update of their program and handed a flyer to each 

Commissioner.      Ms. Meadows stated they will be having their annual yard sale on August 14, 

2021 to benefit the emergency loan program they offer.  Commissioner Brown questioned Ms. 

Meadows if she has reached out to both the Opelika and Auburn Chambers of Commerce.  Ms. 

Meadows stated she has not, but upon the recommendation, intends to contact them.   

 

Next, Peter Byrd appeared before the Commission stating upon his review of the claims 

listing he noticed an invoice from PELA GeoEnvironmental and another invoice from Starnes 

Davis Florie, for over $37,000, he said he does not know what he is looking at, questioning if 

anything was included in the Commissioner’s packets or if the website has a summary of the 

work performed.   

Mr. Byrd also questioned the number of chairs in the Commission chambers stating 

everyone has had their shot and questioned if more chairs could be added to accommodate more 

people.   

   

Next, John Sophocleus appeared again before the Commission stating he supports 

curbside pickup and mentioned an article by Opelika-Auburn News reporter Mike Eads, who 

possibly is on his way to Texas.  Mr. Sophocleus applauded Environmental Services Director 

John McDonald on addressing illegal waste disposal.  Mr. Sophocleus said he would ask the 

Commission to give the Sheriff’s Office the ability to give citations for wrongful dumping.    

 

Next, Ernest Griggs of Loachapoka appeared before the Commission asking that the 

Commission allow the Lee County Recreation Board to partner with Loachapoka on their 

walking trail.   Mr. Griggs asked the Commission to support Mr. Weeden’s request for funding 

of programs at Loachapoka school since Lee County will not have to utilize additional funds to 

purchase land for a park in Loachapoka.     

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long and Richard LaGrand.  Absent:  Commissioner Robert Ham. 

Elected Officials in attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones.    No news media attended the meeting.  

 

 

EMA Director Rita Smith recognized Billy Browdy for receiving his Intermediate 

Certification by the Alabama Association of Emergency Managers (AAEM).  Second, Ms. 
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Smith recognized Austin Jones in receiving the award for “EMA Rookie of the Year” at their 

recent conference.  Ms. Smith stated Mr. Jones is definitely not a rookie, but that he received 

the award based on nominations from herself and other first responders in Lee County.   Last, 

Ms. Smith recognized Jonathan Gaddy, the State EMA Deputy Director and Chief of Staff, who 

was in attendance to recognize Ms. Smith for obtaining her Local Emergency Manager 

certificate at the recent conference.   Mr. Gaddy thanked Ms. Smith and her staff for the job they 

perform for Lee County.     

 

 

Chief Financial Officer Neil Cyriac and Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator 

Wendy Swann gave a presentation before the Commission, including an overview of the 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and outlined eligible and ineligible activities and projects 

that could be funded with those federal dollars. In addition, the presentation mentioned the 

support options available to the county regarding these projects which included staying in-house 

or joining a program such as the one offered by the Association of County Commissions of 

Alabama, known as the IAC (Investing in Alabama Counties). Pros and cons of each option 

were outlined included the need for additional staff if the Commission chooses to keep 

everything in-house. Mrs. Swann mentioned that there is an ACCA deadline of July 16, 2021, 

should the Commission decide to join the IAC. 

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, Blackbaud procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the 

June 14 meeting.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to 

approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve 

the following Resolution to appoint Stanley T. Tucker to the East Alabama Health Care 

Authority Board.  Commissioner Brown stated that she had communicated with Mr. Tucker 

about this appointment.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

    RESOLUTION 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Stanley T. Tucker to 

the D-2 (Chambers County) position on the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board to serve 

a six-year term from September 30, 2021, until September 30, 2027. 

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee again presented the final plat for Ridge Grove Farms 

Subdivision.  Mr. Hardee stated he met with the couple who attended the last meeting about 

their concerns but told them their concerns are not regulated by the Highway Department or the 
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County Commission.  Mr. Hardee stated the plat meets the minimum requirements of the Lee 

County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations and recommends approval.  

Commissioner Long stated he talked earlier to Commissioner Ham who said he would approve 

it.  Upon the recommendation, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Brown for final plat approval for Ridge Grove Farms Subdivision.  The motion carried 

unanimously.      

 

 

Loachapoka Principal/Athletic Director Albert Weeden appeared to update the 

Commission on their youth programs.  Mr. Weeden made a proposal to the Commission for 

funding their recreation programs from flag football to cheerleading for $65,000.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated the Lee County Recreation Board member for that district has the authority to 

approve Rec. Board funds for recreation purposes in Loachapoka.  Mr. Rendleman stated the 

funds are under County Commission control, but allocations are made by the Lee County 

Recreation Board, clarifying the funds can only be used for public purposes, not to individuals, 

for youth recreation purposes.   Mr. Weeden stated he will definitely go through the Recreation 

Board for his funding request.      

 

 

Judge English asked the Commission to carry forward the item concerning the new tax 

levies so he can further research them.     

 

 

Human Resources Director Erica Norris presented an educational reimbursement request 

for Revenue Commissioner employee Hannah Preston.  Ms. Norris stated one class, Purchasing/ 

Supply Management, is being presented for Commission approval.   Ms. Norris reminded the 

Commission the student must obtain a “B” or better in the course to be reimbursed.   

Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve the 

educational reimbursement request as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman presented a budget adjustment request 

for the Lee County Highway Department.  Mr. Rendleman explained that the Highway 

Department sold ten dump trucks and other items at auction and received more than anticipated.  

Mr. Rendleman recommended the Commission amend the Gasoline Tax Fund 2021 Budget for 

$232,000 to recognize the excess proceeds from the sale and allocate it for additional equipment 

needs of the Highway Department.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to amend the Gasoline Tax Fund 2021 Budget for $232,000 to recognize 

the proceeds.  The motion carried unanimously.              
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Last, Mr. McDonald presented for Commission consideration a one-year contract 

extension for animal control services with Animal Health Center and Opelika Animal Hospital.    

Mr. McDonald stated all parties are in agreement to extend the current contract an additional 

year beginning October 1, 2021, until September 30, 2022.   Commissioner LaGrand made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve a one-year contract extension for 

animal control services with Animal Health Center and Opelika Animal Hospital.  The motion 

carried unanimously.     

 

Judge English announced at approximately 6:00 p.m. the Commission needs to adjourn 

into Executive Session to discuss potential litigation.  Judge English stated Mr. Martin and Mr. 

Rendleman need to attend and asked Mr. Hardee to be on standby.  No official action is 

anticipated at the conclusion.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Brown to adjourn into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

  After the Executive Session, Commissioner LaGrand made a motion to authorize the 

law firm of Starnes Davis Florie LLP and the Lee County Attorney, Stanley A. Martin, and 

Martin Law, LLC, to initiate or file any legal action or action, including injunctive or other 

relief, to enforce the Lee County Zoning Regulations and/or the Lee County Subdivision 

Regulations or to prevent the potential violation of such Zoning Regulations and/or Subdivision 

Regulations; to initiate or file any legal action or action seeking injunctive or other relief for any 

anticipated public nuisance in connection with the proposed Shady Grove Quarry; to initiate or 

file any other legal action or action seeking injunctive or other relief the attorneys deem 

appropriate; and to appeal, to the fullest extent allowed by law, any decision of the Alabama 

Department of Environmental Management granting air or water permits associated with the 

proposed Shady Grove Quarry.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and 

passed unanimously. 

 

 

  At approximately 6:35 p.m. Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in special meeting at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, June 21, 2021, at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 

by an invocation by Commissioner Cannon. 

 

 

Judge English started with an explanatory statement about this being a special meeting 

and limited to discussion of what is on the agenda.  He said that we would begin with a 

discussion by Mr. Hardee of the issues and proposed solutions, then open the floor to public 

comments.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the 

following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and 

Commissioners Doug Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand.   

Elected Officials were in attendance:   Loachapoka City Council member Patricia Conover.   

News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn 

News reporter Mike Eads.  

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee discussed possible changes to the county solid waste 

collection system.  Mr. Hardee stated the system currently has 15 drop-off sites county-wide, all 

but two of which are open 24/7 365 days/year.  The County owns about half of those sites, and 

the other half are used with permission of the private property owners.  Mr. Hardee stated the 

system has slowly outpaced itself from its inception in the 1980’s.  The department was 

originally led by Herschel Rowland, followed by Jack Marshall, then Chris Bozeman, and today 

John McDonald is the department head.    

  He added that, unfortunately, the way the local legislation is written, enforcement of 

unauthorized disposal is difficult.  He said our average per household tonnage is approximately 

30-40% over the national average, and that is primarily due to unauthorized disposal by 

persons/entities that are not eligible to use the county system, including Auburn-Opelika 

citizens, out-of-county and out-of-state residents as well as commercial entities.  Mr. Hardee 

stated the increase in volume has caused difficulties for the department due to system abuse and 

staffing issues.  Mr. Hardee stated it has been so long he cannot remember when the 

Environmental Services Department was fully staffed.  He also said it is difficult to hire and 

keep solid waste employees, especially those with CDLs, because all are required to work 

weekends and holidays as part of the normal schedule rotation.   

 Mr. Rendleman stated, for a system that was supposed to sustain itself financially, the 

county’s general fund is having to supplement the department with about $350,000 to $400,000 

per year.  Mr. Hardee stated the litter issue is another problem with trucks hauling trash, citizens 

hauling trash, and stated recently he had to pull employees from the Highway Department to 

help the Solid Waste Department handle the litter issue.  Additionally, Mr. Hardee noted that 

the recycling program had to be shut down twice in the last year just to keep the Environmental 

Services Department fully staffed.  Mr. Hardee stated Lee County is the last county in the State 

running a system like it, other counties are either using curbside carts with in-house personnel 

or curbside carts managed by an outside vendor.            
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Mr. Hardee stated three options for consideration are:  Option 1) weekly curbside cart 

pickup by a contractor with weekly curbside bulk waste pickup by the contractor as well, and no 

drop-off sites; Option 2) weekly curbside cart pickup by a contractor with a county run on-

demand bulk disposal service and use of a few county-owned drop-off sites on a couple of  

“amnesty” days per month; or Option 3) county operated weekly curbside cart pickup with a 

county run on-demand bulk disposal service and use of a few county-owned drop-off sites on a 

couple of  “amnesty” days per month.  Mr. Hardee recommended Option 2 whereby a contractor 

provides weekly curbside pickup with the county responsible for an on-demand bulk disposal 

service and a few county-owned drop-off sites open and manned a couple of days a month.   Mr. 

Hardee stated there will be a few months during which both systems will be in operation until 

citizens get adjusted to the new system.   

 

 

Judge English opened the floor at 5:40 p.m. for public comments on the potential 

changes to the current solid waste collection system.  Approximately 40 citizens were in 

attendance and the following 13 spoke before the Commission, they are:  Judy Lockhart, John 

Sophocleus, Irene Dowdell, Rita Harmon, Ed Gullatte, Marie Maples, Kimbonita Wilson, 

Morris Jones, Rose Luke, Jerry Rudd, Austin Coon, Jo Brightwell, and Dana Watkins.  Several 

individuals voiced concern of illegal dumpers throwing their household trash and other larger 

items along county roads or on people’s private property, especially property owners with many 

acres who have no way of monitoring it.  Mr. Hardee sympathized with them stating he is sure it 

will happen and will be addressed at that time.  Others mentioned that some will need extra 

carts but not be able to afford the additional fee.  One asked about places where the county 

right-of-way was not level or wide enough.  Mr. Hardee said the vendor will identify where the 

carts should be placed when they make the initial deliveries of them.  Several individuals 

expressed concerns about the elderly and/or disabled individuals that cannot push heavy carts to 

the road.  Mr. Hardee stated the bid contained a provision for the contractor to provide back-

door pickup service if the individual meets certain qualifications.   Other individuals expressed 

concern about narrow county roads and how the automated trash trucks will access the carts.   

Mr. Hardee stated the bid addressed the concern and stated smaller trucks will be utilized for 

narrow roads.  Further, many individuals were concerned about people who will burn their trash 

and the hazards in doing so.   

 

   

At approximately 6:35 p.m., Judge English closed the Public Hearing.  Commissioner 

Ham stated he had received lots of calls since Monday and he was surprised that there was 

about a 50/50 split in those who were in favor of the proposed curbside collection system and 

those against it.  Commissioner Ham said most warmed to the idea after taking the time to 

address their concerns and to provide more information about it.  Commissioner Long 

questioned the litter issue since there is a problem now.  Judge English shared information 

received from the Sheriff’s Office on the number of citations issued for littering.  Judge English 

reported that in 2020 the Sheriff’s Office issued 11 warnings and 4 citations for littering.  In 
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2021 26 warnings and 2 citations have been issued so far.  Commissioner Ham questioned the 

cost of the citation.  Judge English stated he believes the fine for littering is about $500.    

Commissioner Brown thanked everyone for their comments stating she is excited to 

move forward and vote on the matter.  Commissioner Ham questioned if there is any need to 

carry the item forward.  Commissioner LaGrand again questioned if the location in Loachapoka 

could be one that remains open.  Mr. Hardee stated due to its proximity to the road, it is just not 

a feasible location.  After more discussion, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to move forward with Option 2 for weekly curbside cart pickup and 

award the bid to Arrow Disposal Service Inc., with a county run on-demand bulk disposal 

service and use of a few county-owned drop-off sites on a couple of “amnesty” days per month.   

The motion carried on a vote of 4-1 with Commissioner LaGrand voting “No”.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, July 12, 2021, at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 

by an invocation by Judge English. 

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug 

Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand. Elected Officials in 

attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah 

Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Alex Hosey.  

 

 

CEO and Executive Director Katie Murrah of the Witthauer Murrah Foundation 

provided information to the Commission about AO Discover! Children’s Hands-on Science 

Center which is a nonprofit children’s museum and science center created to provide 

exceptional hands-on educational opportunities in Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Mathematics and Arts for the children and families of East Alabama and beyond.  The research-

based practices ensure that the children of our area receive high quality experiences that will 

leave a lasting impact and create a firm foundation for a lifetime of inquiry, critical thinking 

skills, creativity, and perseverance in the face of failure.  The packet provided by Mrs. Murrah 

outlined the various programs and included an initial request of $125,652.  Judge English stated 

the Commission will soon be working on the upcoming budget and asked Mrs. Murrah to 

submit specific requests to County Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman.         

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, Blackbaud and procurement card transaction listings and minutes of 

the June 21 and June 28 meetings.  Judge English mentioned one correction noted by 

Commissioner Long who made a motion in the minutes of the June 21 meeting.   Commissioner 

Ham questioned Mr. Hardee how an increase of $1.00/gallon on diesel fuel will affect his 

budget.  Mr. Hardee stated the department is ok until the end of this year.  Commissioner Long 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the consent agenda items as 

presented.  The motion carried 4-0-1 with Commissioner Ham abstaining. 

 

 

Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann reminded the Commission 

of the upcoming deadline to join the IAC-ARPA.  Judge English stated the deadline to join is 

Friday, July 16.  Commissioner Long stated he has no interest in joining the ACCA-IAC. 

Commissioner Ham concurred stating he would like to explore hiring a contractor or utilizing 

our own employees.  Judge English agreed that joining may be a good idea, but at this time we 

just do not know enough.  Mr. Rendleman stated these funds are an opportunity for Lee County 

to invest in infrastructure for water or sewer projects or other large projects.  Mr. Rendleman 
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noted that with either of those projects, the money could all be spent quickly since they are 

costly ventures to tackle.  Mr. Rendleman stated additional staff would need to be hired and 

initially those salaries could be paid by the program.  Commissioner Ham questioned if 10% of 

the funds can be used for administration purposes.  Mr. Rendleman answered in the affirmative.   

Judge English questioned Mr. Hardee on whether his office has maps of the water and sewer 

systems in the county, to determine where the end of water/sewer lines are located.  Mr. Hardee 

stated his office does not, but he would be happy to work with the local water and sewer 

authorities to obtain them.  Judge English recommended that we first look at suggestions from 

department heads and county commissioners before we explore outside subjects.   

Commissioner Ham stated he would also like to look at projects pertaining to the Sheriff’s 

Office, and projects for the Courthouse and/or EMA.  Judge English suggested taking a look 

from a policy perspective, since he feels the Commission will receive numerous requests from 

outside agencies and individuals.  Commissioner LaGrand agreed stating he would like the 

Commission to consider promoting from within to invest in our own employees.  Commissioner 

Brown agreed stating it is a substantial amount of money and the Commission should stand 

behind whatever decision is made.  Judge English further stated the county will not find anyone 

who will cover us on liability since there are no guarantees, but that the Commission is 

responsible for the expenditure of the funds.  Commissioner Brown noted the new administrator 

should be involved in the process too.  Commissioner Long agreed.  Judge English stated that 

since last Wednesday, he has not found a county our size or larger that has joined or is going to 

join the ACCA-IAC.  Mr. Rendleman stated the first step is for the Commission to make some 

big picture policy decisions about the use of these funds before making decisions about 

individual requests, and his recommendation is to stay focused on policies since there are many 

questions unanswered at this time, especially concerning state law and the Alabama 

Constitution.  Mr. Rendleman stated the best-case scenario is long-term investments with long-

term benefits to the county.  Mr. Rendleman noted interpretation of it is definitely changing.    

No action was taken by the Commission. 

 

 

Commissioner Long said he liked the draft of the agenda format included in the packets 

and felt like it would consolidate the meetings.  Commissioner Ham agreed.  Commissioner 

Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to begin using the new format on the 

next Agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Commissioner Long at approximately 5:37 p.m. made a motion to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Brown.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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EAMC Vice President of Support Operations Bruce Zartman and Patient Experience 

Manager Kristine Hill appeared to recognize EMA Director Rita Smith and her staff for their 

partnership over the last year.  They especially wanted to publicly thank them for their 

assistance during the Tuesday Morning Community Vaccine clinic and throughout the 

pandemic with the drive-thru testing site at HealthPlus, the COVID Infusion Center on campus 

and the myriad of barricades and other logistical support they have provided.   Mr. Zartman 

presented Ms. Smith with a plaque thanking Ms. Smith and her entire team for their support.  

Ms. Smith thanked Mr. Zartman and all her staff for their efforts.   

        

 

Next, Tiffany Gibson-Pitts founder and CEO of Girls STEPS, Inc. made a presentation 

before the Commission.    Ms. Gibson-Pitts stated that the mission of Girls STEPS, Inc. is to 

inspire girls in grades 3-12 to start thinking outside of the box by exposing them to various 

culturally enriched activities.  Ms. Gibson-Pitts stated it is our belief that if we change our 

participants’ way of thinking, the behavior will follow.  Ms. Gibson-Pitts stated they currently 

hold monthly meetings where they cover a host of topics from college and career to self-esteem.  

Ms. Gibson-Pitts stated they also are trying to host a variety of programs for boys and young 

men.  Ms. Gibson-Pitts stated they will be hosting a back-to-school bash on August 7 from 10 

am – 12 noon and invited the Commission to attend.  Commissioner LaGrand stated he is 

supportive of the program asking support of the Commission as well.  Commissioner Ham 

questioned how the organization is currently being funded.  Ms. Gibson-Pitts stated they have a 

$20,000 State grant, many community organizations, Harris Funeral Home and Tuskegee 

University participates.  Additionally, Commissioner Ham stated he would attend their ribbon 

cutting on Wednesday.   

 

 

Captain Ricardo Burgos-Feliz of Ft. Bragg discussed an upcoming Mission Readiness 

Exercise being held this week in Lee County.  Captain Burgos-Feliz informed the Commission 

that they would be in Lee County for their team to gain valuable experience on a future mission.  

Captain Burgos-Feliz stated his deploy throughout the world and work with local government 

officials to identify obstacles or ideas to recommend options to better utilize resources.  He 

stated his team will be working with county departments.  Captain Burgos-Feliz thanked Judge 

English and the entire Commission for allowing county agencies to work with his team on this 

mission.   Judge English questioned if they have advance knowledge of their deployment.  

Captain Burgos-Feliz stated his unit’s focus is on South America and Central America region.     

     

 

The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, July 26, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and 

Richard LaGrand. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by 
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Commissioner Long.  Elected Officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones, Revenue 

Commissioner Oline Price and Coroner Bill Harris.  News media in attendance:  Opelika 

Observer reporter Hannah Lester, Opelika-Auburn News reporter Alex Hosey and WTVM 

reporter Rico Mitchell.  

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listing of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the July 12 

meeting.  Also, the announcement of seven openings on various boards was made.  

Commissioner Ham questioned the payment of Dean’s Communication for the tower 

replacement and asked if it is complete.  County Administrator Roger Rendleman affirmed 

stating it has upgraded the signal and clear communication among deputies is successful.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve the consent 

agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Next, as presented at the last meeting, Mr. Rendleman asked for Commission 

consideration of a trust administrative services agreement with PFM Asset Management LLC, 

stating the following actions are necessary to establish the Other Post-Employment Benefits 

Trust Fund.  They are:  1) to adopt the Post-Employment Benefits Trust Agreement between 

PFM Assets Management LLC (“PFM”) as Trust Administrator and Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 

(“Wells Fargo”) as directed Trustee; 2) to authorize the appropriate officers to execute the 

necessary documents and agreements to signify its adoption including, but not limited to, an 

Adoption Agreement and Trust Administrative Services Agreement; 3) to confirm the 

appointment of Wells Fargo as the Trustee and PFM as the Trust Administrator as of the 

effective date of the Adoption Agreement; and 4) to recognize and appropriate $3 Million in 

designated fund balance established for such purpose. Upon his recommendation, 

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to authorize the 

execution of the documentation necessary for the establishment of a trust fund for the purpose 

of funding other post-employment benefits per Title 11, Chapter 104 in the Code of Alabama; 

appointing Wells Fargo as the Trustee; engaging PFM Asset Management LLC as the trust 

administrator; and appropriating $3 Million of designated fund balance for such purpose.  The 

motion carried on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner LaGrand abstaining.    

 

 

Reverend Joshua Lewis and Christine Ball appeared before the Commission asking the 

Commission that they be included in the discussion for optimal use in connection to the rescue 

funds to represent equality for Lee County.  Rev. Lewis questioned the timeline asking where 

the Commission is in the process of allocating or disbursing the funds.   Judge English stated 

there was not a timeline.  Rev. Lewis asked that they be allowed to sit down and talk about the 

allocation of the funds.   Judge English stated at this time they are not setting any commitments.  

Rev. Lewis asked that they be allowed to be involved for equity in the process.  Commissioner 
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LaGrand said he was in favor of it.  Ms. Ball stated they want to have a seat at the table to speak 

on behalf of the community to inform them of the funds and for the community to have a voice 

through them, to be sure “our people” are represented.    

 

 

Judge English discussed the designation of a county license inspector.  Judge English 

stated years ago the County Commission appointed “Neal Hall, Lee County Engineer” as the 

county license inspector referenced in Section 1-4 of the Lee County Subdivision Regulations 

so he could serve as the citation/enforcement officer for the subdivision regulations.  Judge 

English stated the planning commission legislation references enforcement as well.  Judge 

English asked the Commission to consider designating either “Justin Hardee, Lee County 

Engineer” or, to be more efficient, to just designate the Lee County Engineer as the county 

license inspector so it runs with the office.   Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand to appoint the Lee County Engineer as the county license inspector.  

The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price presented for Commission consideration 

authorization to contract for new motor vehicle software.  Mrs. Price stated her office has 

outgrown the current system and needs to upgrade.  Mrs. Price stated the software is more 

connected to the State system and is more integrated.  Judge English questioned if their tag data 

will be hosted on our server or their server, since he has talked to them about his business 

license software.  Mrs. Price stated they told her the information is “in the cloud”, but stated it is 

as secure as can be.  Commissioner Long questioned if the data is backed up daily.  Mrs. Price 

stated she has been told that it is backed up daily along with 33 other counties.  Commissioner 

Brown questioned the timeframe of the transition and if it is budgeted.  Mrs. Price stated it 

would begin October 1 with training being held in September.    Mrs. Price stated she has the 

funds to purchase the software from the MLI fund. Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Brown authorizing the contract for new motor vehicle software.   

The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Next, Mrs. Price requested an increase in mail fees due to the rising cost of postage, 

stating it has been a while since her office has increased the mail fee.  Mrs. Price stated the 

design has changed and in January everyone will get new tags, so plates will be mailed.  Mrs. 

Price asked that the Commission to increase motor vehicle license mail fee from $2.00 to $3.00 

and add a $2.00 mail fee on mobile home decals.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned if plates 

will be issued for mobile homes.  Mrs. Price stated no, they will still be issued a decal.  Mrs. 

Price stated hopefully the fee can be reduced to $2.00 at some point in the future.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to increase the motor 

vehicle license mail fee to $3.00 and add a $2.00 mail fee for mobile home decals.  The motion 

carried unanimously.       
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Mr. Rendleman requested the Commission to set five budget work sessions.  Mr. 

Rendleman suggested the following dates:  August 9 and 30 and September 13 after the 

regularly scheduled meetings and also at 5:00 p.m. on September 14 and 15, if necessary.  

Commissioner LaGrand questioned if it normally only requires three meetings.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated typically, but he suggests additional dates if case they are needed.  Commissioner Brown 

questioned who normally attends the work sessions.  Mr. Rendleman stated the Commission 

and the department heads, and those outside agencies the Commission wishes to hear from.  

Commissioner Ham stated he will be out of town on August 30 and would request moving it to 

Thursday, September 2.  Commissioner Long questioned if it could be moved from September 2 

to Monday, September 6.    Commissioner Brown questioned if the work sessions could be held 

prior to the meetings, for the staff.  Mr. Rendleman stated the staff should be used to it after 20 

years.  After discussion, Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

LaGrand to set budget work sessions following the regularly scheduled meetings on August 9 

and September 13 and at 5:00 p.m. on September 6. Additionally, if necessary, at 5:00 p.m. on 

September 14 and 15.  The motion carried unanimously.  After it was mentioned that September 

6 is Labor Day, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long, to 

change the September 6 date to Tuesday, September 7, which passed unanimously. 

 

 

EMA Director Rita Smith stated several citizens had reached out to Commissioner 

Cannon concerning weather related issues since they have no outdoor warning sirens in their 

area.  Ms. Smith stated her office looked in the matter and recommended equipping 

approximately 75 households with All-Hazard radios and batteries, not to exceed $2,500.  Ms. 

Smith explained this option is much cheaper and more efficient than spending $35,000 for an 

outdoor siren.   Commissioner Cannon stated after riding in an area in Loachapoka there is 

about a 5-mile stretch where there is no cell service.  Commissioner Ham applauded 

Commissioner Cannon stating the community has learned how important it is to have proper 

warning since the tornadoes in Beauregard.   Judge English questioned what funds will be 

utilized for the purchase.  Mr. Rendleman stated the contingency fund.  Ms. Smith stated this 

area of Loachapoka does not have internet access and many are disadvantaged economically.  

Commissioner Brown questioned if there are other areas in the county in the same situation.  

Ms. Smith stated any Commissioner can ask and their department will look to see if other areas 

will qualify too.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand 

to purchase 75 All-Hazard radios along with batteries, not to exceed $2,500, for the public 

safety for those residences who qualify in low to moderate income in the Loachapoka area using 

the Contingent Fund.  The motion carried unanimously.       

 

 

Last, Sheriff Jay Jones presented an ABC license application for Happy Hour.  Sheriff 

Jones noted that the application was presented at the meeting on April 12, but only included 

lounge retail liquor-Class II (package).   Sheriff Jones stated the license application presented 

includes tobacco.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 
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approve the following Resolution for Happy Hour.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the lounge retail 

liquor and tobacco license for Happy Hour Cigar Wine Spirits located at 2319 Pierce Road, 

Suite 4 and 5, Phenix City, Alabama.   

     

 

Commissioner Long at approximately 6:17 p.m. made a motion to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Ham and the motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, August 9, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and 

Richard LaGrand. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by 

Commissioner Ham.  Elected Officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones, Revenue Commissioner 

Oline Price and Coroner Bill Harris.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter 

Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Alex Hosey.  

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the July 26 

meeting.  Also, two additional listings were placed on the Commissioner’s desk prior to the 

meeting.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the 

consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Brown presented the following ideas outlining the process the 

Commission should consider taking for the Rescue Plan funds.  Commissioner Brown said the   

spending of the Rescue Plan Funds is a top priority of the commission and she feels is an 

obligation to our community.  Commissioner Brown stated she feels that since the Commission 

has been approached by several organizations and community leaders, she would like to be able 

to give a qualified answer on the plan for utilizing the funds.  First, Commissioner Brown said 

she would like for citizens to be aware that currently the commission is in the budget process 

and the first priority is to pass the FY2021-2022 budget, then, once finished with the budget 

process, the Commission will continue with the planning for the rescue plan funds.   

Commissioner Brown stated greatest priorities should be on the following, in the order given:  

1) infrastructure, including: water, sewer and possibly broadband services; 2) public safety; and 

3) community aid.  Commissioner Brown suggested that during the budget process, she would 

like each department to present ideas or needs that could be utilized with these funds.  

Commissioner Brown feels that broadband is extremely important to many people, especially to 

those that do not currently have access.  Commissioner Brown said she understands the State is 

planning an allotment for broadband services to remote and underserved areas, so at this time, 

the county, before making any commitments, should wait to see what the State plans to do.  

Last, Commissioner Brown discussed outside agencies that may want to request funding from 

the rescue funds.  Commissioner Brown suggested creating a one-page document for those 

agencies to complete and return by September 30, 2021, to Governmental Relations/Safety 

Coordinator Wendy Swann.   Commissioner Brown proposed the one-page document contain 

the following information: 1) who you are; 2) what your organization does for the community; 

and 3) what are your organizations greatest needs as related to COVID-19.   After more 

discussion, the Commission agreed with Commissioner Brown, to first get the FY2021-2022 

budget passed and afterwards tackle the rescue funds.     
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County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented the following COVID-19 Policies 

that were implemented due to recent COVID-19 variant outbreaks and asked the Commission to 

ratify the action.  Mr. Rendleman stated based on CDC guidelines, all employees have been 

asked to wear masks.  Additionally, Mr. Rendleman stated an additional 80 hours of sick leave 

has been granted to every county employee.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to ratify the COVID-19 Policies as follows. The motion carried 

unanimously.  On the second requested action, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner Ham to grant all county employees 80 hours of sick leave and raise the 

maximum sick leave accrual from 1,040 hours to 1,120 hours to update the Personnel Policy.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

    

    COVID-19 POLICIES  

 

Due to the rapid rise in COVID cases, hospitalizations, and low vaccination rates; the follow 

policies are necessary for the continuity of County operations.  

A. All employees are to wear a mask or shield covering their mouth and nose indoors 

around other people. 

According to the CDC, the Delta variant of COVID-19 is highly contagious 

compared to previous versions and can be carried by the vaccinated.  We need to 

minimize the risk of exposure and particular the amount and time of that 

exposure.  Since we have no idea who has or who hasn’t been vaccinated, we 

need to unfortunately go back to some level of masking and distancing. 

 

Employees failing to practice such safety measures are in violation of Group One 

Offense under 11.4.1 A. (6).   

 

Repeated failure to practice and/or absolute disregard to such safety measures are 

in violation of Group Two Offense under 11.4.2 A. (12) “Violation of safety 

practices that might endanger the life or health of the employee or others”.  

Repeated failure and/or absolute disregard should be a suspension without pay at 

a minimum. 

 

(For Sheriff Service Employees, enforcement and discipline determination is 

solely the discretion of the Lee County Sheriff)    

 

B. All personnel who are directly impacted by COVID-19 in the following ways:  

1. If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms (according to Center for Disease 

Control guidance like fever, cough, shortness of breath) and seeking a medical 
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diagnosis for COVID-19.  If positive for COVID-19, see number 2.  If negative 

for COVID-19, follow standard sick leave policies. 

2. If you tested positive for COVID-19, you shall self-isolate immediately.   

Without Symptoms:  If you continue to have no symptoms, you are to return 

to work after 10 days have passed since you had a positive test. 

With Symptoms: You are to return to work after meeting the following 

conditions: 

• 10 days since symptoms first appeared and 

• 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing 

medications and 

• Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving* 

*Loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks or months after recovery and need 

not delay the end of isolation. 

Severe Illness (requiring Hospitalization): You are to return to work  after 

meeting the same conditions as With Symptoms (above); except for, the 

first condition will be 10 days after released from the hospital.  

If you are still experiencing Post-COVID Complications, the standard   

FMLA policies and procedures apply. 

3. If you have had close contact with someone with COVID-19, you are to 

quarantine.  The CDC defines close contact as exposures adding up to a total of 

15 minutes spent 6 feet or closer to an infected person. 

After your last exposure, you are to return to work after 7 days if you receive a 

negative test, or after 10 days without a test and no development of COVID-19 

symptoms. (If you develop symptoms, follow number 2. above) 

However, anyone who has had close contact with someone with COVID-19 and 

who meets the following criteria does NOT need to stay home. 

• Fully Vaccinated    

OR 

• Had COVID-19 illness within the previous 3 months and 

• Has recovered and 

• Remains without COVID-19 symptoms (for example, cough, shortness of 

breath) 
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Appropriate Documentation will be required for each of the above.  Types of 

documentation are copy of orders, proof of tests and/or written certifications. 

Providing false documents or misleading and false statements associated the 

above are Group Two Offenses under 11.4.2 A. (5) and (6).    

In addition, anyone who is staying home is being paid to follow orders and 

instructions for public health and safety reasons.  Failure to follow those 

orders and instructions is a Group Two Offense under 11.4.2 A. (7). 

Such actions in this section are grounds for the employee’s dismissal from 

employment. 

(For Sheriff Service Employees, enforcement and discipline determination is 

solely the discretion of the Lee County Sheriff)    

 

C. Every Employee (including new hires) will have 80 hours added to their sick leave 

balances intended for such use however not specifically designated.  The maximum 

cap for sick leave balances will be increase from 1040 to 1120. 

Reporting to work knowingly sick with COVID-19 is a violation of Group 

Two Offense under 11.4.2 A. (12) “Violation of safety practices that might 

endanger the life or health of the employee or others”.  Such action is 

grounds for the employee’s dismissal from employment. 

As far as enforcing Policy A, apply reasonable measures.  Encourage your 

employees to always have their masks with them in our facilities and keep their 

distance from others the best they can.  If they are in an office, room, large area 

by themselves, it is fine to not have the mask on; however, they need to be 

prepared to place their mask on over their mouth and nose when they encounter 

others.   

When you see one of your employees not making any effort to distance and 

especially not mask, give them a couple of verbal warnings (please note date and 

time).  The third time they fail to comply with Policy A be sure to give them a 

written warning.   

The fourth time of failing to comply with Policy A (or just an absolute disregard) 

will be a three-day unpaid suspension.  Be sure to document each occurrence and 

take witness statements. 

Be sure to be consistent in enforcing the policy as long as it is in place. 
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Tamarcus Milner spoke about The Curtis House and its mission in the community.   Mr. 

Milner stated The Curtis House is a non-profit organization founded by Representative Jeremy 

Gray.   Mr. Milner stated a ribbon-cutting was held recently to showcase the house, which has 

been completely rebuilt.   Mr. Milner stated The Curtis House is a place that citizens of all ages 

can utilize.  They provide a variety of resources for the local community including:  1) a 

community greenhouse/gardens; 2) wellness programs including yoga and other class options 

pertaining to healthy living; 3) partnering with Southern Union to provide job training; 4) 

provide legal services for the elderly; 5) training programs geared toward young professionals; 

6) provide scholarship opportunities for participants that complete the program; 7) numerous 

other programs provided for the community.  Mr. Milner stated he had provided his 

appropriation request to Mr. Rendleman.  Commissioner LaGrand thanked Mr. Milner for 

attending tonight, stating he enjoyed attending the recent ribbon cutting at The Curtis House.      

 

 

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price asked the Commission to reconsider an educational 

reimbursement request that was previously submitted and denied.  Mrs. Price stated upon 

looking at the course description she questioned whether or not it qualified for the program, but 

after talking to the professor, she feels it qualifies and pertains to Ms. Preston’s current job 

duties.  Mrs. Price further indicated Ms. Preston made an “A” in the course and was a standout 

participant according to the professor.  Commissioner Ham stated he questioned it first since it 

was a transportation course, but after reading the course description, he feels it meets the 

requirements.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to 

approve the educational reimbursement request for Hannah Preston.  The motion carried 

unanimously.      

 

 

    Sheriff Jones presented an application for a retail beer and retail table wine license for 

The Quick located in District 5.  Sheriff Jones indicated this is a license transfer and no 

objections were noted.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Ham to approve the following Resolution for The Quick.  The motion carried unanimously.      

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail beer and 

retail table wine license for The Quick located at 571 Lee Road 53, Auburn, Alabama.   

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented an application for a special events retail license for Legacy at 

Serenity Farms located in District 1.  Sheriff Jones noted the venue is a barn type structure with 

an adjoining patio and an enclosed bar/service area with a design capacity of 300 maximum 

occupants.  The event is a single day event set for Thursday, September 23, 2021.   Sheriff 

Jones stated no objections were noted.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution for Legacy at Serenity Farms.  The 

motion carried unanimously.      
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BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the special events 

retail license for Legacy at Serenity Farms located at 1995 W. Farmville Road, Auburn, 

Alabama (Waverly, AL).   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented Lee County’s 2022 County Transportation Plan for Commission 

consideration.  Mr. Hardee stated the plan is part of the transparency and accountability 

requirements for the Rebuild Alabama Act passed in 2019.   The plan outlines the projects Lee 

County plans to construct utilizing the additional revenue from the Rebuild Alabama Act 

gasoline tax increase, as well as the Federal Aid Exchange program funds.  The format of the 

plan has been developed by the Association of County Engineers of Alabama (ACEA) and 

approved by the State auditors to comply with the law.  Once passed, the plan will be posted in 

the Lee County Courthouse, the Commission Office, the Highway Department and on Lee 

County’s website for citizens to access the plan.  This will be the third year of implementation 

of the Rebuild Alabama Act and noted there is some carry-over from last year.   Mr. Hardee 

stated they have used the same prioritization process used for local funds in selecting roads for 

resurfacing while also following the requirements required by the Rebuild Alabama Act for 

expenditure of the Federal Aid Exchange Funds.   Mr. Hardee stated the county has until August 

31st to approve the CTP for proceeding in accordance with the law.  Commissioner Ham noted 

that it looks pretty evenly distributed across the county.  Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve Lee County’s 2022 County Transportation Plan as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee discussed the establishment of 25 mph speed zones in Lee County 

Subdivisions.  Mr. Hardee stated State law establishes a speed on all paved county roads of 45 

mph and on county dirt roads a 35 mph speed limit.  Further, the law gives the County 

Commission the authority to lower the speed limits on streets and roads under their jurisdiction.  

Throughout the years, the Highway Department has approached the Commission about 

lowering the speed limit on certain roads that are typically in subdivisions or are short in length.  

Typically, this has been done when a request has been made by a citizen for a particular road.  

Several meetings back Commissioner Brown requested that the Highway Department 

investigate proactively compiling a list of roads that met similar conditions to what we typically 

received requests for lowering the speed limit.  The Highway Department has compiled a list of 

roads and created a map of roads that are within subdivisions in the county, have not already 

had their speed limit lowered by the County Commission, and/or are less than 0.5 miles in 

length.  Mr. Hardee noted there are about 658 roadways.  Additionally, Mr. Hardee stated 

County Attorney Stan Martin drafted a resolution to go along with this list for consideration.   

Mr. Hardee suggested the Commission take time to review the information and come back at 

the last meeting in August for approval.   Commissioner Brown thanked Mr. Hardee for looking 

into this matter stating she was surprised at the number.  Commissioner Brown also questioned 

if all the signs would have to be replaced and questioned the cost of doing so.  Mr. Hardee 
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affirmed stating not all have speed limit signs, but that they will have to order and replace the 

signs as prudently as possible.  Commissioner Brown questioned if he had an estimated cost to 

replace them.  Mr. Hardee stated he does not, but that his office budgets for replacement signs 

and it will be covered in his budget.   Last, Commissioner Brown questioned Sheriff Jones if it 

is worth the time and energy.  Sheriff Jones stated his concern is public safety and he feels it is 

worth the time and energy if it prevents accidents.  Judge English questioned some of the roads 

listed that are over ½ mile.  Mr. Hardee stated those roads are in subdivisions that were 

previously addressed by the Commission.  Commissioner Ham questioned the significance of 

being less than ½ mile.  Mr. Hardee stated the wording is ½ mile or less and/or within a platted 

subdivision.  After more discussion, the Commission agreed to table the matter until the last 

August meeting.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee stated a citizen had approached the Lee County Highway about reducing the 

speed limit on Lee Road 319.  Mr. Hardee stated the road is 1.560 miles long and has 15 

horizontal curves.  Of those 15 curves, only 6 have a recommended advisory speed higher than 

20 mph and none exceed a 35 mph advisory speed.  Due to the curvature of the road, the 

Highway Department recommends that the speed limit be reduced from 45 mph to 20 mph on 

Lee Road 319.  The Highway Department recommends this is a reasonable and safe maximum 

speed limit.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to reduce 

the speed limit from 45 mph to 20 mph on Lee Road 319.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented the results of the timber sale, cutting and removing trees from 21 

acres for the Central Maintenance facility located at the corner of Williamson Avenue and 

Society Hill Road.  Mr. Hardee explained the necessity of selling the timber for the future 

development.  Mr. Hardee stated the invitations to bid were mailed to 42 timber buyers and only 

one was received from WJ Sorrell Lumber Company of Saco, Alabama for $17,500.  Mr. 

Hardee stated based on the type and amount of timber at the site, the Highway Department feels 

the bid is reasonable and recommends the Commission award the bid to WJ Sorrell Lumber 

Company.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned if there is a projected date to start construction 

on the project.  Mr. Hardee stated not at this time since they are currently in the design process.  

Commissioner Brown questioned where the timber proceeds will go.  Mr. Rendleman indicated 

the proceeds will be placed in the Capital Projects fund.    Commissioner Brown made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Ham to award the bid to WJ Sorrell Lumber Company to remove 

the timber and the proceeds of $17,500 will be remitted to Lee County.  The motion carried 

unanimously.     

 

 

Judge English asked the Commission to add an item to the agenda to appoint a 

commissioner as the ACCA Legislative Representative for Lee County. Commissioner Long 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to add the item to the agenda. The motion 
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carried unanimously.  Commissioner Ham nominated Commissioner Cannon as the 

Commission representative.   Commissioner Cannon questioned what it entails.  Commissioner 

Ham stated he had been on the legislative committee for a number of years and said the job will 

be to serve as the Commission representative to attend the updates from the ACCA of upcoming 

legislation and then report the information back to the entire Commission.  Commissioner Long 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to appoint Commissioner Cannon as the 

ACCA Legislative representative for Lee County.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

After Judge English announced that Mr. Rendleman cancelled the budget work session.  

Commissioner Ham at approximately 6:11 p.m. made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Long and the motion carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, August 30, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and 

officially opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill 

English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Gary Long, and Richard LaGrand.  

Absent:  Commissioners Sarah Brown and Robert Ham.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 

followed by an invocation by Commissioner Cannon.  Elected Officials in attendance: State 

Representative Joe Lovvorn and Opelika City Council member Erica Norris.  News media in 

attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Alex 

Hosey.  

 

 

Judge English presented State Representative Joe Lovvorn with a plaque for passing Act 

2021-165 establishing “Safer Places” statewide for severe weather events.  The legislation 

creates standardized guidelines for the establishment of “Safer Places” to allow local 

participation and encourage volunteers to temporarily shelter individuals during severe weather 

events.    Representative Lovvorn thanked the Commission for recognizing him for this piece of 

legislation, stating as a former firefighter, he has seen firsthand the destruction form severe 

weather in the area.  Senator Randy Price, who had a prior commitment, was also involved in 

the passage of the “Safer Places” legislation and honored simultaneously.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the August 9 

meeting.  Also, first reading of the following board appointments were made:  1) Glenn 

Leuenberger-Lee County Department of Human Resources; 2) Larry Patterson-Lee County 

Youth Development Center; 3) Adam Littleton-Lee County Public Building Authority; and 4) 

Ernest Griggs-Lee County Recreation Board, District 5/Loachapoka representative.  

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the consent 

agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Due to Commissioner Brown’s absence, Judge English moved the agenda item on the 

funding request form to the next meeting.   

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee discussed the establishment of 25 mph speed zones in 

Lee County Subdivisions as presented at the last meeting.  Mr. Hardee stated the Highway 

Department has compiled a list of roads and created a map of roads that are within subdivisions 

in the county, have not already had their speed limit lowered by the County Commission, and/or 

are less than 0.5 miles in length.  Mr. Hardee noted there are about 658 roadways.  Additionally, 

Mr. Hardee stated County Attorney Stan Martin drafted a resolution to go along with this list for 

consideration.   Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to 
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approve the list of roads and the maps created by the Highway Department setting the speed 

limit at 25 mph within subdivisions in the county, which have not already had their speed limit 

lowered by the County Commission, and/or are less than 0.5 miles in length.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

    RESOLUTION   

 

WHEREAS, Section 32-5A-173 Code of Alabama (1975) authorized the local authority 

to determine and declare a reasonable and safe maximum speed limit on streets, roads, or 

highways under the jurisdiction and control of any county commission, and  

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission is the local authority and has determined by 

an engineering and traffic investigation through the Lee County Engineer and his staff that 

certain streets, roads, or highways in Lee County, Alabama should have a proper maximum 

speed of 25 miles per hour, and  

WHEREAS, the Lee County Engineer has provided a list of roads in Lee County, 

Alabama which do not already have a maximum speed limit of 25 miles per hour, are less than 

.5 miles in length, and/or are within a platted subdivision, said list being attached a s Exhibit A 

and said streets and roads being under the jurisdiction and control of the Lee County 

Commission, and  

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission determines and declares that 25 miles per 

hour is a reasonable and safe maximum limit for the streets and roads listed in Exhibit A, and  

WHEREAS, there have been many citizen requests to the Lee County Commission over 

the years to alter or lower maximum speed limits to 25 miles per hour on certain streets and 

roads in Lee County, Alabama, particularly streets and roads in platted subdivisions, and 

 WHEREAS, based on an engineering and traffic investigation by the Lee County 

Engineer and his staff, the Lee County Engineer has routinely recommended lowering the speed 

limit to 25 miles per hour on said streets and roads; and  

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission determines that 25 miles per hour is a 

reasonable and safe maximum speed limit under the conditions existing on streets and roads in 

the unincorporated areas of the county within a platted residential subdivision, a platted 

manufactured home community where the lots are rented or sold, a platted condominium 

development, or any other platted subdivision or development subject to the approval or 

development control by the Lee County Commission where interior road improvements are or 

have been required, including but not limited to, those street and roads listed in Exhibit A, and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Resolution to establish 25 miles per hour as the 

maximum speed limit on the streets and roads listed in Exhibit A, any streets and roads in 

existing or future platted subdivisions where interior road improvements are or have been 

required in Lee County, Alabama, and any existing or future streets or roads in Lee County, 

Alabama being less that .5 miles in length, all of said streets and roads being under the 

jurisdiction and control of the Lee County Commission. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the 

Lee County Commission determines and declares that 25 miles per hour is the maximum speed 
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limit on the streets and roads listed in Exhibit A attached hereto, and that this determination and 

declaration is based on the engineering and traffic investigation by the Lee County Engineer and 

his staff, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that 25 miles per hour 

is a reasonable and safe maximum limit under the conditions found to exist upon said streets 

and roads listed in Exhibit A, and    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that said maximum 

speed limit of 25 miles per hour shall apply to any other streets and roads in the unincorporated 

areas of the county within a platted residential subdivision, a platted manufactured home 

community whether the lots are rented or sold, a platted condominium development, or any 

other platted subdivision or development subject to the approval or development control by the 

Lee County Commission where interior road improvements are or have been required in Lee 

County, Alabama or any streets or roads in Lee County Alabama under the jurisdiction and 

control of the Lee County Commission being less than .5 miles in length, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that said maximum 

speed limit of 25 miles per hour shall be effective at all times and that the Lee County Highway 

Department place appropriate signs on said streets and roads giving notice of the 25 miles per 

hour speed limit, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that any violation of 

this maximum speed limit of 25 miles per hour on said streets and roads shall be a traffic 

offense subject to penalties and fines under applicable law.   

 

 

Due to the weather conditions, Ms. Marie Maples notified the Commission Office she 

would not be in attendance and asked that her item on noise ordinance be moved to the next 

Agenda.  

 

 

Opelika Main Street Executive Director Ken Ward appeared before the Commission 

requesting a partnership with the county to spruce up the small pocket park, Kilgore Scholarship 

Block, at the corner of 9th Street and Avenue B near the EMA Building.  Mr. Ward stated this 

would include refurbishing the historic marker, which is chipped, to repair and repaint it and 

replacing two existing bushes with new trees and some minor landscaping, all at no cost to the 

county.   Additionally, Mr. Ward stated if funds allow to paint a mural on the wall of the 

adjacent building if the owner will allow.  Judge English thanked Mr. Ward stating that this is 

the only partnership which involves no monetary exchange and thanked Mr. Ward. 

 

 

Christine Berry-Bradshaw appeared before the Commission to discuss the next steps in 

the quarry issue.  Ms. Berry-Bradshaw questioned that the quarry company has been putting up 

signs and power pole has been erected on the property asking if the Commission has drafted the 

letter to the people with the quarry to work with the community.  Judge English stated the sign 
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is a private property issue, not a county commission issue.  Ms. Berry-Bradshaw questioned 

whether or not the quarry company has applied for a license since they had erected signs.  Judge 

English stated the county cannot do anything about a sign, but he is not free to say much about 

it since it is an ongoing issue.  Judge English stated all that is known at this point is that they 

applied for ADEM air and water permits but have not applied for a business license from the 

Probate Office, nor is one due until they begin business operations.  As far as the power pole, it 

has been erected, but it cannot get power until they get permission from Lee County Building 

Inspection.    Ms. Berry-Bradshaw said her concern is to inform the people in Beat 13 on the 

current situation.  Judge English recognized Ms. Berry-Bradshaw as a member of the Lee 

County Planning Commission.  Commissioner LaGrand thanked her for commitment to serve.   

 

 

Consultant Jim Lehe appeared before the Commission for the adoption of amendments 

to the Planning and Zoning Regulations in Beat 13.   Mr. Lehe stated the amended regulations 

have been advertised for three consecutive weeks, posted on the county website and on webpage 

at leecountyplanning.com.  Mr. Lehe stated this is the second item in the process which 

completes it.   Mr. Lehe stated there are 3 zoning categories, including:  1) Rural – preserve; 2) 

Rural – center (businesses); and 3) Special District – flood zone (not mapped until approved).   

Mr. Lehe stated this special district would pertain to landfills, junkyards or quarries, which 

would go before the Planning Commission and the County Commission, which both must 

approve under a Special District.  Commissioner Long stated several citizens were concerned 

with existing mobile home parks in Beat 13.  Mr. Lehe stated mobile homes are allowed in 

Mobile Home District which are permitted by special exemption or outright use.  Commissioner 

Long stated that people have concerns that their businesses may not comply.  Mr. Lehe stated it 

falls under non-conformity and they may continue and as long as there is no expansion, they are 

grandfathered in.  Commissioner Long thanked Mr. Lehe for all he has done on this project.  

Judge English thanked Mr. Lehe, Commissioners Long, Cannon and LaGrand and Mr. Hardee 

and Mrs. Wendy Swann.   

 

See Copy of Amended Planning & Zoning Regulations on file in Commission Office and website 

 

  

Judge English presented an Agreement with Ingenuity for computer software for 

business licenses in the Probate Office.  Judge English stated the software program they 

currently use is no longer supported.  Judge English stated this is the same company recently 

engaged by Revenue Commissioner Oline Price for car tag software.  Commissioner Long 

asked if the fee is annual.  Judge English affirmed that it is annual adding that it is a three-year 

agreement.  After more discussion, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to approve the Agreement with Ingenuity as presented.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   
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Captain Craig Meadows presented a retail beer and retail table wine license application 

for Backwaters Restaurant and Convenience Store located in District 4.  Captain Meadows 

stated there were no objections noted for this location.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the following Resolution to approve the license as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail beer and 

retail table wine license application for Backwaters Restaurant and Convenience Store located 

at 9883 Lee Road 379, Valley, Alabama.    

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented an issue of an unauthorized and improper 

paving of Lee Road 321 to the Commission’s attention.  Mr. Hardee presented pictures and 

information regarding the violation of Commission Policies, the Lee County Subdivision and 

Land Development Regulations and Alabama laws that occurred when a contractor improperly 

paved Lee Road 321 in District 3 without informing the County.  Mr. Hardee stated once the 

Highway Department became aware of the unauthorized paving, he took immediate action to 

contact the developer and the contractor.  Mr. Hardee stated letters were sent to the citizens and 

property owners on Lee Road 321 letting them know the Commission will be discussing the 

item tonight to address how to correct the violation as the contractor and developer have 

repeatedly failed to comply with the Highway Department’s attempts to get them in compliance.    

Judge English questioned how many were in attendance on this item and about 12 individuals 

from the neighborhood were identified.  Mr. Hardee stated The Bluffs Subdivision was 

developed in 2019, consisting of 12 lots, and in April 2021 the county maintained dirt road was 

paved by Phenix Paving without proper notice to or approval by the Lee County Highway 

Department.  Mr. Hardee stated once he found out the road had been paved, he questioned if it 

met county standards, since the roads are required to be built to county standards to protect the 

citizens.  The pictures of Lee Road 321 show the pavement with inconsistent widths, no ditches 

for stormwater, large trees near the roadway, the right-of-way not cleared and grubbed, and  

areas with a greater than 6” drop-off because the shoulders were not constructed properly.  

Further, Mr. Hardee stated he does not know what is located underneath the pavement, stating 

on August 25 the Highway Department cored the road with county equipment and found less 

than 1.5” of asphalt.  He said the standard is a 3” layer.  Mr. Hardee stated this road is not only 

used for residential traffic, but construction traffic as well, since it appears the lots are still being 

sold.   Mr. Hardee stated he has talked with Commissioner Long since Commission policy has 

been violated and county standards total disregarded.  Mr. Hardee stated they should be held to 

the same standards as every other developer/contractor.  During Mr. Hardee’s presentation, he 

gave a comparison between the minimum requirements of roads and the issues surrounding Lee 

Road 321.  Mr. Hardee stated he brought the item to the Commission since every option given 

to the contractor and developer has been ignored.  Commissioner Long asked Mr. Hardee for 

his recommendation.  Judge English asked what choices does he have to choose from.   

Commissioner Long stated the developer hired an attorney who made promises, but nothing has 
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been done; promises to initiate the process to vacate the road, which has not happened either.  

Judge English questioned the process of vacating the road either by the citizens or if the county 

initiates it.  Mr. Hardee stated the recommendation to vacate the road by the property owners 

puts the problem on unsuspecting future homeowners, which could be affected by their banking 

institution when they seek a mortgage.  Mr. Hardee indicated his opinion is that the road should 

be plowed up and turned back into a dirt road unless they wish to pave the road properly as 

required of other developers.  Commissioner Cannon agreed since there are standards that must 

be followed.  Commissioner Long questioned those in attendance who had been approached to 

sign a petition to vacate the road and one hand raised.  Attorney Jim McKoon stood stating he 

had been hired to represent Mr. Anderson the developer.  Mr. McKoon stated the way it has 

been represented to him was that Mike Hall, who is in the paving business, went out and paved 

the road on his own.  Mr. Anderson came to Mr. McKoon in May or June to vacate the road or 

to determine if there was any other solution to the issue.  Mr. McKoon stated he had gotten with 

Nathan McBride to get a legal description of Lee Road 321 (the yellow part on the map) and 

indicated that his client still wishes to vacate it and asked the Commission to give him an 

opportunity to continue the process, stating he would hate to see the road dug up since it is 

better than it was.  Mr. McKoon stated as soon as he can, he will get the petition signed and to 

the Commission for consideration.  Commissioner Long questioned those in attendance who 

will not sign the petition.  One person raised their hand stating she owns lot on Lee Road 320 

and questioned if the lot could be sold.  Mr. Hardee stated the existing lots today can be sold 

and built upon.  Commissioner Cannon questioned how this would affect other developers.  Mr. 

Hardee stated the policies have not changed and he only wants them to be consistent.  Mr. 

Hardee stated he brought the issue before the Commission for guidance.  Mr. Hardee stated that 

if the Commission allows the vacation, then it will not help the county since it is not a deterrent 

for others.  Mr. McKoon stated Mark Anderson developed the subdivision, but he did not have 

anything to do with paving it and thought the county had come out and paved it.  Commissioner 

Long questioned Mr. McKoon how long it would take to get the petition done and get the 

signatures.  Mr. McKoon indicated a few weeks.   Commissioner LaGrand questioned if it could 

be completed by the next meeting.  Mr. McKoon questioned the date.  Commissioner Long 

stated September 13.  Mr. McKoon stated he could not be ready by then.  Commissioner Long 

stated he would like to include the item on the next agenda and requested that Mr. McKoon 

update the Commission on his progress.  Mr. McKoon agreed to bring an update in two weeks.  

Commissioner Long questioned Mr. Hardee on the signature requirements of those involved.  

Mr. Hardee indicated that 100% of property owners must sign the petition to vacate the road.  

Judge English questioned whether the Commission will vacate the road if all the citizens will 

not agree.  Commissioner Long indicated he would like Commissioner Ham to be in attendance 

as well before they make that decision.   

Anthony Newell of Lee Road 321 appeared and asked why the Commissions concern, 

since the road has been there a long time, and pavement has been placed on top of an existing 

road.  Commissioner Long indicated since the road is paved, the concern is that the speed of the 

cars will change.  Mr. Newell said he would argue that the speed has not changed, if that is a 

concern he asked that signs be put up or speed humps be installed, options to consider.  Mr. 
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Newell stated he was unaware of the moratorium on paving dirt roads.  Judge English 

questioned Mr. Hardee about the average cost of resurfacing a road.  Mr. Hardee said it costs 

the county approximately $200,000 per mile of two-lane road.    

Brian Nelson stated he was here to represent his wife and kids and is in favor of the 

paved road.  Mr. Nelson said his mother worked for a paving company and it cost $8,000 to mill 

up the road and questioned if there could be an alternative instead of tearing up the road.  

Commissioner Long stated he understood their concerns but asked what happens in 10 years 

when the road is in disrepair.  Commissioner Long stated he serves 32,000 constituents.   

Mike Dickerson stated he has lived in Lee County for 31 years on a dirt road and said 

the residents should not be penalized.  

Tiffany Sellers appeared stating she lives off Lee Road 318 on a privately maintained 

road and said the expensive homes bring more money to the community and suggested taking 

the amount of money it would cost to tear up the road and invest that in improving it instead, 

just a thought.  

Sonya Owens of Lee Road 320 said that that the selling point for her was that there was 

not an HOA.   

 

 

Judge English said the next item on curbside transition/Arrow Disposal contract would 

be forwarded to the next Agenda for full consideration since two Commissioners are absent. 

 

 

Chief Building Inspector Joel Hubbard presented a request from the City of Smiths 

Station to waive the permit fee for their new public works building on Lee Road 430 and that he 

is seeking guidance from the Commission.  Mr. Hubbard stated if the Commission choses to 

waive the permit fee, it only waives the fee, not building permits or inspections.  Commissioner 

Long stated Mayor Copeland had contacted him about this request.  Commissioner Long made 

a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to waive the $2,174 building fees for the City of 

Smiths Station.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Human Resources Director Erica Norris presented a Service Agreement with 

Ambassador Personnel for direct hire placements.  Ms. Norris stated this company has been 

used in the past for recruitments.  Commissioner Long questioned if the fee is 12% of the 

starting salary.  Ms. Norris concurred.  Upon this presentation, Commissioner LaGrand made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize the Chairman to sign the Agreement with 

Ambassador Personnel.  The motion carried unanimously.  

  

 

Next, Ms. Norris presented three educational reimbursement requests from two Sheriff’s 

Office employees.  Ms. Norris stated two classes are being submitted for Sergeant Heather 

Freeman and one class is being submitted for Corrections Manager D’metrius Hill.  Ms. Norris 
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stated all three courses directly relate to their current positions within the Sheriff’s Department 

and meets the requirements of the educational reimbursement program.  Commissioner Cannon 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to approve the three educational 

reimbursement requests as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.      

EMA Planner Austin Jones presented a request for approval from the Commission to 

authorize Judge English to sign a written request to Auburn University asking for financial 

support for communications equipment for the new EMA building.  Commissioner Long 

questioned the full amount.  Mr. Jones stated the request is for equipment and furniture for the 

Operations and Communications Room.  Mr. Rendleman stated they are our partners and since 

the equipment needs upgrading he suggested that EMA ask for assistance from the outside 

agencies since they reap the benefit from it.  Judge English questioned if the total amount of 

$465,000 is being requested from Auburn University.  Mr. Rendleman stated the request is just 

for a portion of the total cost of the furniture and equipment needs.  Commissioner LaGrand 

stated that some items have not been upgraded since 2000. Commissioner LaGrand made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the request as presented.  The motion 

carried unanimously.    

 

 

Judge English informed the Commission of a request from EAMC asking him to sign a 

joint letter to Medicare/Medicaid concerning the EAMC “campus” designation to include their 

facilities located across the railroad tracks.  No action was necessary by the Commission.      

                            

 

Judge English stated Mr. Rendleman called an executive session to discuss the general 

reputation and professional competence of certain individuals related to the chief administrative 

officer position.  Judge English said Mr. Rendleman, County Attorney Stan Martin and Carmen 

Davis of GovHR USA needed to attend.  Mr. Rendleman stated the session should last 

approximately 30-45 minutes and possible official action is anticipated afterward.  

Commissioner Cannon at approximately 6:50 p.m. made a motion to adjourn into Executive 

Session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 

 

No official action was necessary at the conclusion of the Executive Session, and at 

approximately 8:05 p.m., Commissioner Cannon made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, September 13, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and 

Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by 

Commissioner Brown.  Elected Officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones and Coroner Bill 

Harris.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-

Auburn News reporter Alex Hosey.  

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the August 30 

meeting.  Also, an additional listing of claims for ratification was presented prior to the meeting.  

Judge English announced a vacancy on the Mid-South Resource Conservation and 

Development Council and asked one Commissioner to consider filling the vacancy replacing 

Sheila Eckman.  The following four Resolutions are second readings for the Board 

appointments as indicated.   

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the 

consent agenda items and the following Resolutions.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Glenn 

Leuenberger to the Lee County Department of Human Resources Board to serve a six-year term 

from September 1, 2021, to September 1, 2027.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Larry Patterson to 

the Lee County Youth Development Center Board to serve a four-year term from September 30, 

2021, to September 30, 2025.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Adam Littleton to 

the Lee County Public Building Authority to serve a four-year term from September 30, 2021, 

to September 30, 2025.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Ernest Griggs to 

the Lee County Recreation Board serving as the Loachapoka representative for District 5 to 

serve a five-year term from October 14, 2021, to October 14, 2026. 

 

 

Marie Maples appeared before the Commission asking for an update on the noise 

ordinance.  Ms. Maples stated she has not had an update since she last appeared.  Ms. Maples 

stated the noise issue is still an ongoing problem on Highway 165 and the noises continue to be 

an issue from Margaret Brown’s property.  Ms. Maples stated high-pitch horrendous noises 

continue from 6 pm to 5 am, other neighbors shoot guns at 1:30 am, and cars revving up their 
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engines at all hours of the day and night.  Ms. Maples feels that it will not stop until a noise 

ordinance is passed by the county; additionally, she suggested making it a criminal offense.  Ms. 

Maples stated her neighbors call the Sheriff’s Office, whose deputies state they can’t do 

anything about it until a noise ordinance is passed.  Judge English addressed Ms. Maples’ 

concern of the case against Mrs. Brown stating it is still an ongoing case.  Judge English stated 

the local judges all recused themselves, so they are having to find an out of county judge who 

will address it.  Judge English stated a draft noise ordinance was included in the last packet 

from Attorney Stan Martin for Commission review.   Ms. Maples thanked Judge English for the 

update. 

 

 

Commissioner Brown apologized for being absent at the last Commission meeting, 

stating she was very sick and unable to attend in person.  Commissioner Brown stated she and 

Mrs. Swann have worked together on the American Rescue Plan funding request form for 

outside entities and indicated she would like to see it move forward.  Judge English stated he 

has additional questions he would like to see included on the form. Commissioner Brown read 

the list of items Judge English wanted to include, they are:  1) how long has the agency been in 

existence, 2) who is the primary decision-maker & is there a board of directors, 3) what is the 

agency’s overall budget for the last two or three years, 4) please give a generalized breakdown 

of operational expenses for the last two or three years, 5) what is the primary ongoing source of 

funding, 6) what other governmental agencies contribute to operations, 7) how many Lee 

County residents are served on a regular basis, and 8) how will this program continue once this 

one-time appropriation is depleted.  Commissioner Ham said he would like to add an item 

asking the agencies to identify how the funds will benefit the community long-term.  

Commissioner Brown stated it may will be a multi-step process and the additional questions 

could be asked in a follow-up phase.   

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee said Attorney Jim McKoon is present to update the 

Commission on the status of the vacation of Lee Road 321.  Mr. McKoon stated he submitted 

petitions for another 13 residents today.  Mr. McKoon stated within the next 10 days, he would 

be able to determine whether or not he can get petitions signed from all the residents to move on 

with the vacation.  Commissioner Long stated he had hoped the issue could be resolved tonight 

but agreed to give Mr. McKoon another 10 days.  Judge English stated the information would 

be needed by Wednesday, September 22 which is only nine days, instead of ten.  Mr. McKoon 

agreed to have an update for the Commission packets by the close of business on September 22.   

  

   

Mr. Hardee stated he and Environmental Services Director John McDonald wanted to 

relay information to the Commission about the county getting out of the garbage business and 

transitioning to curbside collection.  Mr. Hardee stated the transition is being modeled after 

other counties that have done the same.  Mr. Hardee stated on March 26 bids were mailed to 
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seven vendors, and a pre-bid conference was held on April 6.  After the pre-bid conference, one 

of the local transport vendors questioned the exclusivity of the curbside bid.   A copy of the 

local act was provided to the vendor which states that under the current system it allows citizens 

to contract with a private disposal service and be exempt from the county system.  After that, on 

July 8, a letter was received from the vendor requesting that over 200 citizens be exempt from 

the garbage fee because he would be providing curbside and disposal services.  Then other 

companies were advertising their services stating the county was getting out of the disposal 

business, which is not true, the county is transitioning to curbside collection.  Mr. Hardee 

continued that the Commission awarded the bid on June 21 to Arrow Disposal for door-to-door 

pickup service in Lee County.  Mr. Hardee stated Mr. McDonald has done research and found 

that in Alabama 56 counties have exclusive contracts with outside vendors for curbside 

services; five counties have non-exclusive contracts and the remaining five counties, not 

including Lee County, have not responded.  Mr. Hardee stated two current transport vendors 

attended the pre-bid conference, had an opportunity to bid, but did not.  Mr. Hardee 

recommended that the Commission enter into an exclusive contract with Arrow Disposal for 

curbside service with bulk service provided by county forces.  Commissioner Ham questioned if 

the bulk services would be free of charge to county residents.  Mr. Hardee stated after looking 

into keeping the disposal sites open, he and Mr. McDonald determined that an on-demand bulk 

route would be more cost effective.  At this time, they are considering a free, on-demand bulk 

pickup service twice a month, but will consider additional pickups in that month for a fee.  

Commissioner Ham stated that is better service than what is currently being provided, and 

thanked Mr. Hardee for coming up with this solution.  Commissioner Long agreed stating there 

are a number of counties that have exclusive contracts, and it would not be fair to allow other 

companies to essentially “cherry-pick” their customers in this county.  Commissioner Brown 

applauded those that have provided the service, agree with exclusivity, but stated it needs to be 

communicated to those vendors and to the citizens, and questioned Mr. Hardee if it has been 

communicated.  Mr. Hardee stated the contract with Arrow Disposal is currently being 

negotiated, and the attorneys are working on the terms, so, nothing can be communicated until 

that process is complete.  Commissioner LaGrand stated curbside service is a great plan, but he 

hates to see anyone lose their living, but believes curbside is the way to go.  Commissioner 

Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to award Arrow Disposal the 

exclusive right to provide curbside collection services to residential customers in 

unincorporated Lee County.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Hardee stated the county 

will rebid these services in the future, and those other companies will have an opportunity to bid 

at that time, if they wish to do so.   

 

 

Commissioner Ham introduced Robert Griffith who was in attendance on behalf of the 

Plainview Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Ham stated it is an unusual issue and he 

would like the Commission to help in finding a solution.  Mr. Griffith thanked Commissioner 

Ham and also Chief Simpkins of the Lee County Volunteer Firefighters Association.  Mr. 

Griffith gave a brief overview of the situation stating that Oak Bowery Volunteer Fire 
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Department is located in Chambers County and Plainview Volunteer Fire Department is in Lee 

County.  Mr. Griffith stated they once were working as sister units due to their close proximity 

to the county lines.  They merged to help with workers compensation fees which are 

ridiculously high.  The merger was ill conceived so in January 2020 Judge Walker reestablished 

Plainview Volunteer Fire Department, which had one member remaining, who has now decided 

to retire after 20 years, which leaves no Lee County residents in that VFD.  Mr. Griffith asked 

for Commission support to provide a list of taxpayers who reside in the area so they can be 

contacted to see if anyone is interested in becoming a Board member or if no interest, to 

dissolve the department and any remaining funds be returned to the Commission.  Mr. Griffith 

stated they considered a few options, which included:  1) split the district between Beulah and 

Farmville, for different reasons, neither of those Boards felt they could do that; 2) turn it over to 

Oak Bowery – legal requirements, etc.  Mr. Griffith stated he was open to suggestions since 

those living in the district will see their insurance rates double if they lose the volunteer fire 

department.  Commissioner Ham questioned if Mr. Griffith lives in Chambers County.  Mr. 

Griffith stated yes.  Commissioner Ham questioned if there are no Lee County residents serving 

currently on the Plainview Board or fire department.  Mr. Griffith confirmed. Commissioner 

Ham said the Board should send letters to the residents, about 70 houses in the district, to 

explain the situation and ask for volunteers to serve on the board.  Commissioner Brown 

questioned if the fire fee remains the same until 2036 and questioned if it can be increased.  

Judge English stated any increase must be voted on by the citizens.  Commissioner Brown 

questioned that the same fire fee is paid on a $400,000 home or a mobile home, not based on 

property value.  Commissioner Long stated the fee is based on “ridge line” or roof, not value.  

Judge English stated the fire fee was passed in 1989 by one vote in Plainview.  Commissioner 

Ham questioned Mr. Griffith if they needed help getting the letters mailed out.  Mr. Griffith said 

they would appreciate assistance from the Commission.  Judge English stated he could do a 

mail merge and the postage can be processed by the county if they would draft the letter they 

would like to send.  Mr. Griffith stated they would give a 30-day response period and would 

report their findings at a subsequent meeting.        

 

   

Sheriff Jay Jones presented a special retail license application for Choctafaula LLC 

located in District 5.  Sheriff Jones stated the license allows for multiple events during a one-

year period and stated the venue includes a structure and patio area.  Commissioner LaGrand 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves a special retail 

license application, for more than 30 days, for Choctafaula LLC located at 929 Lee Road 14, 

Auburn, Alabama.    
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Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to add a special 

retail license application to the Agenda for Commission consideration.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  Sheriff Jones presented another special retail license application for Trinity 

Hospitality Group located in District 5.  Sheriff Jones stated the license would allow for events 

during a two-day period, September 24-25, 2021, adding the venue includes a structure and 

patio area.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 

approve the following Resolution granting the license as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves a special retail 

license application for Trinity Hospitality Group located at 5505 Wire Road, Auburn, Alabama.    

 

Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to add a retail 

beer and retail table wine license application to the Agenda for Commission consideration.  The 

motion carried unanimously.  Sheriff Jones presented a retail beer and retail table wine license 

application for The Backwaters Group in District 4 for an off premise only license.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the following 

Resolution granting the license as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves a retail beer and 

retail table wine license application for The Backwaters Group located at 9883 Lee Road 379, 

Valley, Alabama. 

 

 

Last, Governmental Relations/Safety Manager Wendy Swann presented the ACCA’s 

Safety Incentive Discount Program verification form for Commission approval.  Mrs. Swann 

stated all necessary requirements to qualify for SIDP discounts have been met for the current 

year.  Mrs. Swann requested the Commission authorize the Chairman to sign the verification 

form as presented.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 

authorize the Chairman to sign the necessary paperwork for the ACCA’s Safety Incentive 

verification form for the current year.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English stated the Commission will adjourn into executive session to discuss a 

matter of current litigation.  Judge English said the following should attend:  County Attorney 

Stan Martin, Chief Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman, Mr. Hardee, and Attorney 

Richard Davis.  Judge English stated the session should last approximately 30 minutes and no 

official action is anticipated afterward.  Commissioner Brown at approximately 5:56 p.m. made 

a motion to adjourn into Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long 

and carried unanimously.   
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No official action was necessary at the conclusion of the Executive Session, and at 

approximately 6:15 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn into a Budget work 

session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brown and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, September 27, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Sarah Brown, Gary Long, Robert Ham and 

Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Judge 

English.  Elected Officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones, Revenue Commissioner Oline Price, 

Coroner Bill Harris, and Loachapoka Mayor Ricky Holder.  News media in attendance:  

Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester, Opelika-Auburn News reporter Alex Hosey and 

WTVM Channel 9 reporter Rico Mitchell.  

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the September 

13 meeting.  Also, an additional listing of claims for ratification was presented prior to the 

meeting.  Judge English asked if any Commissioner had thought about serving on the Mid-

South Resource Conservation and Development Council to replace Sheila Eckman. There was 

no response, so Judge English moved the item forward.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Judge English presented information in the packets on a Planning Review board.   Judge 

English stated he has reached out to several asking for nominees who would be willing to serve.        

 

 

Commissioner Brown asked to move the item concerning a noise ordinance to the next 

meeting.  Commissioner LaGrand said that since the item has been moved for months, he would 

ask the Commission to agree to take action at the next meeting.   The Commission agreed to 

move it forward.  

 

 

Next, Commission Brown discussed the American Rescue Plan Funds and the updated 

request form.  Commissioner Brown suggested, if all are in agreement, to begin receiving 

applications on October 1 and to set a November 15 deadline.   Commissioner Cannon 

questioned the reason for setting a deadline.   Commissioner Ham suggested to receive the 

forms for a month and a half, review them, then if needed, open the application period up for a 

second round.   After more discussion, Commissioner Brown made a motion to open the 

website for applications on October 1 and accept them through November 15.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.  
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Commissioner Long stated he talked to Attorney Jim McKoon who indicated he has four 

additional signatures on the petition, and two others he is trying to reach who are not full-time 

residents.  Mr. McKoon requested the Commission consider moving the deadline to the first 

October meeting for consideration.  Commissioner Long asked the Commission to honor the 

request.  No official action was taken.   

 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Fariss appeared before the Commission to discuss the exceptional service 

they have received from Mr. Philpot of Virotek Services, and to question why they can’t keep 

their current provider after the Commission begins pickup service.  Mr. Fariss stated for years 

he took his own trash to the county dump site, but due to his health conditions, he had to 

contract those services and he chose Virotek Services.   Mr. Fariss stated his condition causes 

him to forget and when he would call Mr. Philpot, Mr. Philpot would be understanding and 

pickup his trash without charging for an additional pickup.  Mr. Fariss questioned if the vendor 

the county has chosen would provide the same level of service, and, stated he does not believe 

they will.  Mr. Fariss said he is upset that the county is trying to mandate who he must use for 

his garbage service in the future.  Further, Mr. Fariss said the county will put a man out of 

business who is only trying to support his family.   

Next, Mr. Willie Philpot, owner and operator of Virotek Services said he has a contract 

with Waste Management for his disposal needs.  Mr. Philpot stated he had talked to 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald who told him that the citizens would have the 

option to choose their own vendor and could stay with their current provider.  Mr. Philpot 

addressed several items concerning statements made at the Commission meeting on September 

13 by County Engineer Justin Hardee concerning the bid.  Mr. Philpot asked the Commission to 

keep the marketplace open and to remove exclusivity from the current bid.   

Next, Chad Anderson of Anderson Disposal Services stated he has been serving citizens 

for the last decade and a half.  Mr. Anderson stated the Commission is forcibly taking customers 

he and Mr. Philpot have been serving for years and mandating the citizens use Arrow Disposal.  

Mr. Anderson stated Arrow Disposal Service has 1.7 stars on Google and his service has 5 stars.  

Mr. Anderson asked the Commission to allow he and Mr. Philpot to keep their existing 

customers, to allow competition and not monopolize the garbage pickup service. 

Last, Micah Messer appeared to address the Commission on the change in garbage 

pickup service.  Mr. Messer said it was easier for the Commission to sign a contract with Arrow 

Disposal, easier to shut down the small businessmen to have a government sanctioned 

monopoly, which he believes may be illegal.  Mr. Messer addressed Act 81-737, Section D, 

concerning the solid waste disposal fee, stating the two laws are contradictory.  Mr. Messer 

questioned why Lee County is the last county to move to curbside pickup and asked the 

Commission to do it the right way and not to rush into anything.   

Commissioner LaGrand stated he voted on the prevailing side and would ask the 

Commission to reconsider the decision.  Judge English asked if there was a second.  Judge 

English asked for a second again and, after hearing none, the motion died for lack of a second.      
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Mr. Lamar Sims was not in attendance to address the request of the Beulah Utilities 

District, so the item was moved forward.   

 

 

Commissioner LaGrand presented the following Agreement between Lee County and 

the Town of Loachapoka for Commission consideration.  Commissioner LaGrand stated the 

agreement would be to utilize funds available through the Lee County Recreation Board for 

recreation purposes at the former site of the Loachapoka Community Center.  Commissioner 

LaGrand recognized Loachapoka Mayor Ricky Holder and thanked him for the opportunity to 

work together on this project.  Commissioner Brown questioned if they had a cost estimate.   

Recreation Director Ryan Norris stated they do not have an estimate at this time, because they 

are just looking into the matter.  Mr. Rendleman stated the Agreement is to develop a 

partnership with Loachapoka, the funding would be provided by the recreation funds allocated 

for the Loachapoka school district.  Commissioner Long questioned if those funds provide for 

building structures on the land.  Mr. Rendleman answered in the affirmative, stating they 

currently do not have enough funds to build anything now, they only have enough to improve 

the walking trail and for some playground equipment.  Commissioner Ham stated he was happy 

an agreement is being considered since this has been talked about for a decade and it is the first 

concrete step in the process.   Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to authorize the Chairman to sign the following Agreement with the 

Town of Loachapoka for recreation purposes.  The motion carried unanimously.       

 

    AGREEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama, hereinafter County, is a political subdivision of the 

State of Alabama, and the Town of Loachapoka, Alabama, hereinafter Town, is a municipal 

corporation organized under the laws of Alabama and is located in Lee County, Alabama, and 

WHEREAS, County desires to assist Town with recreational opportunities with funds 

available through the Lee County Recreation Fund, and 

WHEREAS, Town wishes to provide these recreational opportunities at a location on 

Alabama Highway 14, being the former location of the Loachapoka Community Center, 

consisting of 4.3 acres, more or less, and already having a walking trail, and 

 WHEREAS, County and Town have agreed to this general framework for the 

development of a recreation park at this location.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the above and the terms set forth below 

County and Town agree as follows:  

1. Town states and represents that it is the lawful owner of the said 4.3 acres, more or 

less, on Alabama Highway 14 where the Loachapoka Community Center was 

previously located, hereinafter referred to as the location. 

2. Town states and represents that it has the legal authority to enter into this Agreement 

With County, as evidenced by a Resolution of the Loachapoka Town Council dated, 
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___________________, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, and that 

Mayor Ricky Holder is authorized on behalf of Town to execute this Agreement.  

3. County states and represents that it has the legal authority to enter into this 

Agreement with Town, as evidenced by a Resolution of the Lee County Commission 

dated September 27, 2021, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B, and that 

Bill English, Chairman of the Lee County Commission, is authorized on behalf of 

County to execute this Agreement. 

4. The location shall be open to any and all residents of Lee County, Alabama. 

5. County will provide funding, assistance, maintenance, and improvements to the 

existing walking trail at the location in a manner to be mutually agreed upon by 

County and Town.  

6. County will provide funding and assistance, as well as develop and maintain other 

areas of the location, including a playground area with appropriate playground 

equipment and a pavilion, in a manner and at places to be mutually agreed upon by 

County and Town. 

7. The funds needed for the walking trail, the playground area and equipment, the 

pavilion, and anything else agreed upon by County and Town for the development of 

the location shall be from the Lee County Recreation Fund.  County shall be 

responsible for handling the payment of the expenses necessary for these items 

through the Lee County Recreation Fund.   

8. Town shall provide the County and insurance policy with minimum of One Million 

Dollars ($1,000,000.00) in general liability coverage and Twenty-Five Thousand 

Dollars ($25,000.00) in medical payments coverage for the location.  Town shall 

also have County added as an additional named insured under said policy of 

insurance and provide a written certification from the insurance carrier to County in 

this regard. 

9. Town agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless County, the Lee County 

Commission, Lee County Commissioners, Lee County Recreation Board, members 

of the Lee County Recreation Board, their agents, servants, employees, and 

representatives from any and all claims resulting from any injuries, including death, 

and losses, damages, and expenses of any sort, including, but not limited to, the 

general public, which may arise or may be alleged to have arisen out of or in  

connection with any use or activity at the location or anything related to or 

connected with this Agreement.  This indemnification provision shall be broadly 

interpreted in favor of County and those identified above.   

10. County shall not provide any employees or staff to operate the location.  

11. County shall have the sole authority to terminate this Agreement by giving Town 

thirty (30) days written notice that County intends to terminate the Agreement.  The 

written notice shall be sent certified mail to Post Office Box 10, Loachapoka, 

Alabama 36869. 

12. Town shall report to County on an annual basis on the first meeting of the Lee 

County Commission each year on the activities and overall development and 
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operation of the location. 

This Agreement made and entered into on this 27th day of September 2021.   

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented an ABC liquor license application for a Special Events Retail 

License for Greenawalt Hospitality located in District 5.  Sheriff Jones stated the venue includes 

a structure and a patio area and is for a one-day sorority event scheduled for October 15, 2021.     

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the special events 

license for Greenawalt Hospitality LLC located at 5505 Lee Road 137, Auburn, Alabama.   

 

 

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price presented an educational reimbursement request for 

Administrative Assistant Hannah Preston.  Mrs. Price stated all requirements for reimbursement 

have been met and Ms. Preston will have to complete the coursework with a “B” or better.  

Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the 

educational reimbursement request for Ms. Preston as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  

   

 

Due to the County Engineer Justin Hardee being under the weather, Assistant County 

Engineer Patrick Harvill presented the following High-Risk Rural Road (HRRR) Funding 

Agreement for Commission consideration.  Mr. Harvill stated Lee County was awarded 

approximately $240,000 through the State’s HRRR Program to correct the super elevation and 

make other safety improvements in a horizontal curve on Lee Road 179 from the bridge over 

Little Uchee Creek north for 1,329 feet.  Mr. Harvill stated this is a 90/10 match with the county 

providing $26,615.39 of the total cost of $266,153.94.  Mr. Harvill recommended that the 

Commission pass the following Resolution and authorize the Chairman to execute the funding 

agreement as presented.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon to approve the following Resolution and authorize the Chairman to sign the HRRR 

Funding Agreement as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

    RESOLUTION  

BE IT RESOLVED, By the Lee County Commission as follows:  

 

That the County enter into an agreement with the State of Alabama, acting by and through the 

Alabama Department of Transportation relating to a project for the: 

 

Installation of safety improvements (striping, raised pavement markers, advanced warning 

signs, guardrail, and shoulder widening) on CR-179 north of Uchee Creek; Project#HRRR-

4121(250); County Project #LCP 41-HRRR-21; CPMS Ref#100072721. 

Which Agreement is before the Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name of 
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the County, by the Chairman for and on its behalf and that it be attested by the County Clerk 

and the official seal of the County be affixed thereto. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 

agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept on file by the County. 

 

 

Mr. Harvill presented a request from The Crimson Group, LLC about an alternate 

method of roadway buildup in the Hornet Flats Subdivision, Phase 2 for Commission 

consideration.  Mr. Harvill stated Section 8-3 of the Lee County Subdivision and Land 

Development Regulations allows for approval of such requests with the recommendation of the 

county engineer. The proposed roadway buildup would consist of 8” full-depth reclamation with 

Portland cement, 175 lbs./sq.yd. asphalt binder layer and 110 lbs./sq.yd. asphalt wearing 

surface.  Mr. Harvill said based on the results the county has had in using full-depth reclamation 

on county projects, the engineer recommends the request be granted.  Commissioner Ham stated 

the project is in his district, but he will abstain.  Commissioner Long stated the full-depth 

reclamation has been used by the county and he feels it is great, stating he would like to see it 

used more often.  Judge English questioned Phase I of the subdivision.  Mr. Harvill stated Phase 

I included the front lots.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon to approve the request as recommended in Hornet Flats Subdivision, Phase 2.  The 

motion carried on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner Ham abstaining.    

 

 

Mr. Harvill presented the following results on Bids #11-#18 For the FY2021-2022 

Highway Department annual maintenance bids.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner Ham to award Bids #11-#18 as follows.  The motion carried unanimously.   

   

FY2021-2022 Highway Maintenance Bids:  

Bid#11-Cement Mortar Flowable Backfill---------------------------------No Bids Received 

Bid#12-Emulsified Asphalt-------------------------------Ergon Asphalt and Emulsions, Inc.  

Bid#13-Gasoline and Diesel Fuel--------------------------------------R.K. Allen Oil Co., Inc.  

Bid#14-Grader Cutting Edges-(SE Region)--------------Thompson Tractor Company, Inc.   

               Valk Manufacturing Company 

Bid#15-Maintenance Stone------------------------------------------------------Martin Marietta 

          Vulcan Materials Company 

           Wadley Crushed Stone Co., LLC 

Bid#16-Picked up at the Plant Bituminous Treatment------East Alabama Paving Co., Inc. 

Bid#17-Ready Mix Concrete--------------------------------------------------No Bids Received 

Bid#18-Tied Concrete Block Erosion Control Mat-(SE Region)-Southern Pipe & Supply  

 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Brown to award the 

following FY2022 bid extensions as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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The following vendor was awarded a one (1) year extension period on the bid as stated 

in the bid under Section 2.1:  

First Extension (FY 2020-2021) 

Bid #09-Emulsified Asphalt-------------------------------Ergon Asphalt and Emulsions, Inc. 

 

Last, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to award the 

following bid extensions for FY2022 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

The following vendors were awarded a one (1) year extension period on bids as stated in 

the bids under Section 2.1:  

Second Extension (FY 2019-2020) 

Bid#12-Bales of Grass Hay-----------------------------------------------Parker Grassing, Inc. 

Bid #14-Gasoline and Diesel Fuel-----------------------------------Petroleum Traders Corp.  

Bid #16-Maintenance Stone---------------------------------Wadley Crushed Stone Co., LLC  

Bid #17-Plant Cold Mix--------------------------------------------Advanced Asphalt Products 

       Chris Clark Grading & Paving, Inc. 

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald presented a Scrap Tire Agreement 

with the Alabama Department of Environmental Management for Commission consideration.  

Mr. McDonald said the program is a great benefit to help offset the cost of keeping scrap tires in 

the county cleaned up and taken to an appropriate facility.  Commissioner Brown asked if it is a 

three-year contract and questioned how long this has been in place.  Mr. McDonald affirmed it 

is a three-year contract and stated he believes the program has been in existence since 2015, 

which was started by his predecessor, Chris Bozeman.   Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Brown to authorize Judge English to sign the contract as presented.  

The motion carried unanimously.      

 

 

Chief Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman presented a franchise renewal agreement 

for utilizing the county’s right-of-way from Spectrum Southeast, LLC locally known as Charter 

Communications.  The agreement is a 10-year agreement with an automatic five-year extension.  

Additionally, Mr. Rendleman suggested that the cable franchise fees be allocated to the 

Environmental Services Department since that department is responsible for cleaning up the 

rights-of-way and the fees would be used for that purpose.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to renew the 10-year agreement, along 

with the automatic five-year extension, with Spectrum Southeast, LLC and to designate the 

cable franchise fees to the Environmental Services Fund for such purpose.  The motion carried 

unanimously.      
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Next, Mr. Rendleman presented the FY2022 Budget for Commission consideration.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated it is almost a $60 million budget, and five separate items need Commission 

action.   

 

First, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to adopt the 

FY2021-2022 Budget as presented by Mr. Rendleman.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Fiscal Year 2021 - 2022   

County Commission Proposed Budget 

    Operating  

    Transfers Increase/ 

Commission Funds Carryover** Revenues Expenditures In / (Out) (Decrease) 

         

                  General Fund 2,265,698  36,571,897  31,877,298  (6,960,297) 0  

                  SRO 535,476  1,239,354  1,774,830    0  

                  Recreation   1,215,000  947,868  (267,132) 0  

        General Fund – Total 2,801,174  39,026,251  34,599,996  (7,227,429) 0  

           

       Gasoline Tax Fund 551,500  2,182,000  6,463,729  3,730,229  0  

       RRR Gasoline Tax Fund 479,425  2,852,000  3,331,425    0  

       Rebuild Alabama Act Fund 178,847  1,700,000  1,878,847    0  

       Federal Aid Exchange Fund 83,825  400,000  483,825    0  

            Highway – Total 1,293,597  7,134,000  12,157,826  3,730,229  0  

           

      Reappraisal Fund 406,188  1,726,093  2,132,281    0  

      Refuse Disposal Fund 382,464  3,644,350  5,239,431  1,212,617  0  

      Capital Improvement Fund   650,000  650,000    0  

      Judicial Facilities Fund   450,000    (450,000) 0  

      Capital Projects Fund 1,656,335  0  2,156,335  500,000  0  

         Operational 6,539,758  52,630,694  56,935,869  (2,234,583) 0  

Debt Service           

2004/12 Debt Service - Jail Expansion   717,668  1,305,151  587,483  0  

2010/19 Debt Service - Bridge Program     542,400  542,400  0  

2013 Debt Service - Justice Center Expansion     621,162  621,162  0  

2018 Debt Service - Recreation & Facilities     483,538  483,538  0  

        Total County Commission Funds: 6,539,758  53,348,362  59,888,120  0  0  

  ** = Funds available above restricted, reserved and designated fund balances for one-time expenditures like capital equipment or projects 
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Next, Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to 

amend the county’s pay plan by a 3.25% cost-of-living increase effective October 9, 2021.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

  

 Next, Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to 

approve the following Resolution to adjust the Coroner’s salary with the same 3.25% increase.  

The motion carried unanimously.  

   

  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves a 3.25% pay 

increase for the Lee County Coroner.     

 

  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to authorize 

the merit raises for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 based upon the employee annual evaluations.  The 

motion carried unanimously.  Such increases will be as follows:  

• The employee must obtain at minimum a “Meets Expectations” for 1.0% increase 

• The employee must obtain at minimum a “Exceeds Expectations” for 2.0% increase 

• The employee must obtain at minimum a “Consistently Exceeds Expectations” for 

3.0% increase   

 

Mr. Rendleman suggested the Commission could wait to address the entire 

Appropriations list, since the budget can be passed without it.  That would leave about $314,000 

in funds budgeted for outside agencies to be allocated in the future.  If the Commission chooses 

to go ahead and provide each existing agency with level funding, there would be about 

$120,000 left to allocate at a future meeting.    

 

Mr. Rendleman asked that if the Commission decides to wait to allocate those outside 

agency appropriations, would the Commission consider going ahead and approving funding for 

those agencies that have contracts, are governmental agencies and/or those approved by 

Commission Resolution.  Commissioner Brown made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Long to approve funding to the following agencies as recommended by Mr. Rendleman.   The 

motion carried unanimously.    
Contract Agencies, Governmental Agencies & by Commission Resolution: 

Emergency Transport System (EAMC)  $375,476 

Auburn University Airport Terminal Project $100,000 

Lee-Russell Council of Governments $157,900 

Lee County Health Department   $118,168  

Alabama Cooperative Extension Service  $106,542 

Lee County Dept. of Human Resources      $4,725 

East Alabama Mental Health     $64,050 

Lee County Alternative Sentencing Board $100,000 

East Alabama Food Bank       $8,333 

      Total Contract Agencies :         $1,035,194 
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Further, since Commissioner Brown asked if the allocations could be handled in a work 

session, Mr. Rendleman advised the Commission that official action would be necessary at a 

future meeting.  Commissioner Brown thanked Mr. Rendleman for his work on the FY2022 

Budget.  Mr. Rendleman concluded by saying he always wears his Tigger tie when presenting 

the budget, and has done so for the last 20 years, tonight he will retire it since it is his final 

budget presentation.  Commissioner Brown congratulated Mr. Rendleman on his upcoming 

retirement.    

 

Mr. Rendleman presented proposed changes to the Chief Administrative Officer job 

description for Commission consideration.  Mr. Rendleman stated that since the first search to 

replace his position was unsuccessful, he has provided an updated job description with proposed 

changes for Commission review and approval.  Mr. Rendleman suggested restarting the process 

and to have the stakeholders, including appointing authorities and elected officials, take part in 

the interview process.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham 

to approve the changes as presented to the Chief Administrative Officer job description.  The 

motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Rendleman agreed to extend his retirement, by at least two 

months, to help with the search.   

 

  

Judge English stated the Commission needed to adjourn into two executive sessions.  

First is a matter of a nuisance violation and Judge English said the following needed to attend:  

County Attorney Stan Martin, Mr. Rendleman, Sheriff Jones, and Captain Chris Wallace.  Judge 

English stated the session should last approximately 15 minutes and possible action may be 

necessary afterward.  Commissioner Brown at approximately 6:12 p.m. made a motion to 

adjourn into Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 

unanimously.   

 

After the first executive session concluded, Commissioner Ham at approximately 6:30 

p.m. made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long, and carried unanimously, to authorize 

the County Attorney to file suit against two property owners for extended nuisance violations 

despite repeated attempts by the Sheriff’s Office to address the situation. 

 

The second executive session was for a matter of imminent litigation.  Judge English 

stated Mr. Martin, Mr. Rendleman, Mr. Hardee, and Mr. John McDonald should attend.  That 

session should last approximately 30-45 minutes and possible action is not anticipated 

afterward.  Commissioner Brown at approximately 6:35 p.m. made a motion to adjourn into 

Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 

 

No official action was necessary at the conclusion of the second Executive Session, and 

at approximately 7:30 p.m., Commissioner Cannon made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 

Commissioner Brown and unanimously carried.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Tuesday, October 12, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened 

the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

Elected Officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika 

Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Tim Nail.  

 

 

Judge English announced the resignation of Commissioner Sarah Brown, due to her 

moving out of her district.  Judge English said Commissioner Brown asked him to pass along 

that she was honored to serve and said hates to not be here, but the law requires a commissioner 

to live in the district during their term of office.  Judge English said the vacancy will be filled by 

an appointment by Governor Ivey and noted that qualifying for the seat begins sometime in 

December and closes January 28, 2022.  The Primary Election for the position will be May 24, 

2022.  Commissioner Ham said Commissioner Brown was on the Commission for a year and 

made quite a contribution, Lee County was better off by having her here for a year, saying she 

hit the ground running and was an asset and thanked her for her service.    Judge English added 

that she completed her mandatory training in less than a year.    

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the September 

27 meeting.  Also, an additional listing of claims for Commission approval was presented prior 

to the meeting.  Judge English again asked if any Commissioner is interested in serving on the 

Mid-South Resource Conservation and Development Council, no one responded.  

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the consent 

agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Long stated he talked previously with Attorney Jim McKoon about Lee 

Road 321.  Commissioner Long said Mr. McKoon stated he is down to one more person he is 

trying to get to sign the paperwork and requested additional time to complete.  Commissioner 

Long asked the Commission to move the item to the next agenda and there were no objections.    

 

 

Carl Gagliano appeared on the item concerning a Noise Ordinance.  Mr. Gagliano asked 

the Commission to consider passing an ordinance to control the noise issues in the county.  Mr. 

Gagliano addressed the Commission several weeks ago, and stated the situation has gotten 

worse, especially over the Labor Day weekend.  Mr. Gagliano stated a doggy daycare is located 

next door to his property and is a nuisance when multiple dogs are barking day and night.   Mr. 

Gagliano stated he has complained to the owner numerous times and has met with the property 

owner who said they were going to move the dog kennels into the center of the property, away 
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from his property, to help with the noise issue.  Mr. Gagliano said on the weekends they house 

about 30-40 dogs adding that it is not always manned by staff, who come and go.  Mr. Gagliano 

added that the owner lives in Auburn, where there is a noise ordinance and such a nuisance is 

not allowed.  Mr. Gagliano asked the Commission to pass a noise ordinance that has teeth so 

that people will be more considerate of other people.  Judge English said County Attorney Stan 

Martin has presented a draft noise ordinance to the Commission for consideration previously.  

Mr. Martin stated he had heard back from the Sheriff and the Circuit Clerk on the matter.   

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to hold a public 

hearing on a noise ordinance at the November 29 meeting.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned 

if the Commission needs to adopt the ordinance first, then hold the public hearing.  Judge 

English stated the public hearing must be held prior to the adoption of a noise ordinance, which 

has been proposed for November 29, unless we talk about November 22, which will be 

discussed later in the meeting.  After more discussion, vote was taken and the motion carried 

unanimously.    

 

 

Beulah Utilities Board Chairman Lamar Sims appeared before the Commission 

concerning their board members’ rotation schedule.  Mr. Sims stated two board members terms 

expire on the same date, which is a concern.  Upon their review, this rotation schedule was 

initiated at the time the Lee-Chambers Utilities District name was changed to Beulah Utilities 

District, and the two Chambers County members of the Board were replaced by Lee County 

residents on the same date, with term dates ending the same.  Mr. Sims said the Board of 

Directors voted in their regular meeting of September 21, 2021 to approve the extension of 

Assistant Secretary Treasurer Linda Holt’s term from May 24, 2022 to December 1, 2022 which 

they feel will maintain consistency of their operations.  Upon this request, Commissioner Ham 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to extend the term of Linda Holt from May 

24, 2022 to December 1, 2022.  The motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Ham said Mr. 

Sims is an example of an excellent Board appointee, stating Mr. Sims works all the time to 

make the water system better.  Commissioner Ham thanked Mr. Sims for his leadership.   

 

 

Judge English gave an update on the appeal by the county to the Alabama Department of 

Environmental Management concerning the water permit issued to Creekwood Resources.    

Judge English stated ADEM held an Alabama Environmental Management Commission Board 

meeting last Friday and Mr. Davis made an argument asking the Board for a stay on the 

effective date of the water permit until further hearing can be held.  ADEM denied the request 

for a stay.     

 

 

Judge English said on the update on the Planning Commission, he has not been 

successful in landing a Planner and asked Mr. Hardee if he had any update.  Mr. Hardee stated 

he had no success in filling the other positions at this time.   
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County Engineer Justin Hardee gave an update on the Solid Waste issue.  Mr. Hardee 

stated he reached out to the transport vendors after they raised concerns at the last meeting to 

discuss the facts and to consider what they are requesting.  Mr. Hardee said the vendors have 

been given until the close of business on Friday to turn in the information.  Once the 

information is compiled, it will be relayed to the Commission.  Judge English stated they also 

met with Arrow representatives about their contract and Arrow now has concerns on the number 

of customers they may be able to obtain.  The county bid request indicated a total of 

approximately 18,500 customers, but that number may now be under 18,000.  Commissioner 

LaGrand questioned if that gives the vendors enough time to submit their information.  Mr. 

Hardee said it was sent out two weeks ago, so it should be enough time.   

 

 

Judge English questioned Chief Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman if the county 

is running a radio advertisement for his replacement.  Mr. Rendleman reminded him that the 

Commission approved the modified job description at the last meeting and advertising was 

started as soon as it was approved, including radio advertisements.   Mr. Rendleman said by 

Wednesday the position will be advertised on the ACCA website and in the newspaper.  The 

applications are due by close of business October 22.   Mr. Rendleman said so far five 

applications have been received, of which two are promising.  Judge English questioned if Mr. 

Rendleman was receiving the applications, and Mr. Rendleman said that the Human Resources 

Department is receiving the applications.  Judge English again questioned where the position is 

being advertised.  Mr. Rendleman said by radio advertisements, the ACCA and Alabama 

City/County Managers Association websites.   

 

 

Next, Mr. Rendleman asked for Commission direction on the outside appropriations.  

Commissioner Ham questioned the number of years the county has been involved in the FAA 

Project.  Mr. Rendleman stated the terminal project has been allocated $100,000, which the 

county’s commitment has been complete, but Johnny Lawrence rallied to continue participation 

in the ongoing project.  Commissioner Ham suggested to level fund the agencies down to the 

Alabama Kidney Fund; and asked the Commission to consider funding $24,000 to One Voice 

Coalition and allocate $10,000 to both Girls Steps and The Curtis House.  Commissioner 

LaGrand asked to increase the allocations to $12,000 for Girls Steps and The Curtis House.  

Upon his request, Commissioner Ham made a motion to level fund the agencies as stated, 

funding One Voice Shelter Coalition at $24,000 and Girls Steps and The Curtis House at 

$12,000 each.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 
Appropriation Agencies: 

Family Enrichment Center    $27,551 

Horseshoe Bend Library                           $25,000 

American Red Cross-Lee Co Chapter  $12,000 

Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama   $17,500 
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East Ala. Services for the Elderly     $10,000 

Judicial Volunteer Service    $12,000 

Auburn Daycare Association          $6,000 

Lee County Historical Society        $13,000 

Valley Haven School       $8,000 

Domestic Violence Intervention Center         $6,000 

Lee County Conservation District     $6,000 

County Firefighters Association      $4,000 

Museum of East Alabama          $6,600 

The Salvation Army of Lee County                $3,000  

Community Market           $2,650 

Alabama Kidney Foundation     $5,000 

One Voice Shelter Coalition        $24,000 

Girls S.T.E.P.S. Inc.         $12,000 

The Curtis House         $12,000 

       Total Appropriation Agencies: $212,301 

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented amendments to the Subdivision Regulations for Commission 

review.  Mr. Hardee stated the amendments take into consideration feedback from citizens, 

developers, and Commissioners.  Mr. Hardee said the packet includes a summary and proposed 

changes.  The Subdivision Regulations was last amended in February 2020.  Mr. Hardee said 

the amendments are only for review tonight, and he will ask for Commission action at the next 

meeting.   Mr. Hardee reviewed the types of changes being proposed and asked the Commission 

to review the changes and contact the Highway Department with any concerns prior to the next 

meeting.   Commissioner Long said he liked how it was laid out.  Mr. Hardee thanked Assistant 

County Engineer Patrick Harvill for his work on the project.        

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented the final plat for Watoola Crossing Subdivision for Commission 

consideration.  Mr. Hardee stated the subdivision has been reviewed and meets the minimum 

requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations. The proposed 

subdivision is located adjacent to Lee Road 38 and Lee Road 39 in District 5.  The adjacent 

property owners were notified of the development by letters sent out September 30, 2021.   Mr. 

Hardee indicated there are 9 lots with no roads being constructed in the development.  Judge 

English questioned if this is where the tornadoes were located.  Mr. Hardee affirmed it.  

Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to grant final plat 

approval for Watoola Crossing Subdivision as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented the following Resolution for Commission consideration to 

continue Lee County’s membership in the ACCA Workers’ Compensation Self-Insurance Fund 

program.  Mr. Rendleman stated it is a three-year commitment.  Commissioner Long made a 
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motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution as presented.  

The motion carried unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Lee County is a member of the Association of County Commissions of 

Alabama Workers’ Compensation Self-Insurers Fund (“the Fund”) on Oct. 1, 2021; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the County’s participation in the Fund has been a significant benefit to the 

County since becoming a member; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the representation and service provided by the Fund continues to be in the 

best interest of Lee County and its officials and employees; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Fund is providing a 2024 Longevity Bonus to those County 

participants who remain active members of the Fund for a three-year period concluding on Sept. 

30, 2024, at which time the provisions of the existing contract between Lee County and the 

Fund will remain in force unless altered as provided therein.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that it 

renews its participation in the Fund through Sept. 30, 2024, and hereby directs its Chair to 

immediately provide the original signed copy of this Resolution to the Fund, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that, should it 

voluntarily withdraw from the Fund prior to Sept. 30, 2024, it agrees to return the 2024 

Longevity Bonus provided by the Fund, plus five (5) percent annual interest.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented for Commission consideration a draft Investment Policy for 

the Lee County Commission Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB) Trust Fund.   Mr. 

Rendleman said the OPEB Trust Fund was established a few months ago and now the 

Commission needs to adopt the Investment Policy and to establish an Investment Committee.  

Mr. Rendleman stated the committee should be comprised of the Chief Administrative Officer, 

Chief Financial Officer, a representative of the Sheriff’s Office, a representative of the County 

Engineering Department and a Commission representative.  Mr. Rendleman stated the two 

departments represented comprise 80% of the employee population.   Mr. Rendleman asked the 

Commission to establish an Investment Committee and appoint one Commission member to the 

Committee and stated the committee will meet annually.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 
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seconded by Commissioner Long to adopt the Investment Policy as presented.  The motion 

carried on a vote of 3-0-1 with Commissioner LaGrand abstaining.  Mr. Rendleman said he can 

wait on the Commission appointee.  Commissioner Ham stated he would volunteer for the 

position if no one objected.   

 

 

Human Resources Director Erica Norris presented an educational reimbursement request 

for Sergeant Heather Freeman.  Ms. Norris stated the course follows the guidelines for 

reimbursement as long as a “B” or better is obtained in the course.  Commissioner Ham made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to approve the educational reimbursement request 

for Sgt. Freeman as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann asked the Commission if 

they want to once again purchase an advertisement to spotlight Lee County in the Business 

Alabama Magazine.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand 

to approve a half page advertisement for $1,827 in the Business Alabama magazine.  The 

motion carried unanimously.  Judge English asked that a current picture of the Commission be 

taken at the next meeting.   

 

 

Judge English gave a PowerPoint presentation on the redistricting issue.  Judge English 

thanked Information Services Director Amanda Sides and her staff for their assistance since 

they only had two weeks to work on it with new data and new software.  Judge English 

reviewed the last two previous census and redistricting numbers since 2000.  Judge English 

noted the total 2020 census population for Lee County is 174,241.  According to the census, 

District 1 needs to lose over 8,000 people and Districts 2, 3, 4 and 5 need to gain anywhere from 

1,000 to 5,000 people, noting that the ideal district should contain 34,848 people.  Judge English 

stated the map being shown tonight is a 1st draft, which is within plus or minus about 500 

people, but he will try to get it closer than that.  Judge English said he will also try to reduce the 

number of precinct “splits”, noting that it reduces confusion for the voters and reduces the 

number of ballot styles for the voting sites.   

  

  Judge English asked the Commission to set a public hearing on redistricting for 

November 8 since the deadline to adopt a redistricting plan for 2022 elections is November 23.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion to set a Public Hearing for Redistricting on November 8.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.   Judge English 

thanked each Commissioner for taking their time to come in previously to review the 

redistricting map with him.  Next, Judge English asked the Commission to consider moving the 

second November meeting from November 29 to November 22, in case the redistricting plan is 

not adopted on November 8.  After consideration, Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to move the Commission’s last November meeting from 
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November 29 to November 22.  Commissioner Long questioned the Public Hearing on the 

Noise Ordinance questioning if it will be moved to November 22 as well.  After discussion, vote 

on the motion carried unanimously.    Judge English asked that the public hearing be advertised.  

  

 

Judge English stated the following four items need to be added to the Commission 

agenda but changes to the agenda require unanimous consent of the Commission.  

Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to add the four items 

to the agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

First, Sheriff Jones presented an ABC License application for B & B Bartending for an 

event to be held at 21 Acres on October 22, 2021.  Sheriff Jones stated the venue includes a 

structure and patio area.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Ham to approve the following Resolution as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve a Special 

Events Retail License to B & B Bartending Management located at 5505 Lee Road 137, 

Auburn, Alabama.   

 

Second, Sheriff Jones presented another Special Events License application for B & B 

Bartending for an event to be held at 21 Acres on November 5, 2021.  Sheriff Jones stated the 

venue includes a structure and patio area.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve a Special 

Events Retail License to B & B Bartending Management located at 5505 Lee Road 137, 

Auburn, Alabama.   

 

 

Third, Mr. Rendleman presented a request to add the following Resolution to designate 

the Lee County Meeting Center as a courthouse annex so that it can be used for judicial 

proceedings.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve 

the following Resolution.  The motion carried unanimously.   

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission is the governing body of Lee County, 

Alabama (the "County") and wishes to designate additional space as a county courthouse annex; 

and, 
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WHEREAS, Alabama law provides that county commissions may locate county offices, 

including courthouses, to property outside the courthouse, provided the building is designated as 

a courthouse annex by order of the county commission at a regular meeting; and, 

WHEREAS, the County Commission wishes to designate the property located at 205 

South 10th Street, Opelika, Alabama 36801 (“the Lee County Meeting Center”), as a courthouse 

annex to accommodate judicial duties and court proceedings pursuant to, but not limited to, 

Alabama Code Sections such as 11-3-11 and 11-14-12; and, 

WHEREAS, the Commission wishes to permit any duly appointed judge or duly 

empaneled jury performing judicial duties in Lee County to conduct any and all court business 

as needed at the above-listed courthouse annex as if such business were being conducted in the 

Lee County Courthouse located at 2311 Gateway Dr., Opelika, AL 36801; and, 

W H E R E A S ,  upon motion having been duly made by Commissioner Long, and 

seconded by Commissioner Ham, with discussion having been had thereon and a vote having 

been taken, upon which vote said motion carried by the vote of 4 to 0.     
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission as follows: 

The Lee County Meeting Center, which is located at 205 South 10th Street, Opelika, AL 

36801, is hereby designated as a courthouse annex. 

1. Any duly appointed judge and/or duly empaneled jury performing their duties in 

Lee County may conduct any and all court business at the Lee County Meeting Center as 

if it were being conducted at the Lee County Justice Center located at 2311 Gateway Dr., 

Opelika, AL 36801; and, 

2. This resolution shall take effect on the date it is approved and adopted and shall 

remain in effect until changed by further order of this Commission. 

 

 

Last, Commissioner Ham asked the Commission to consider allowing the Farm-City 

Breakfast to be held at the Lee County Meeting Center and to waive any fees for use of the 

building.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to allow the 

Farm-City Proclamation Breakfast to be held on November 9 at the Lee County Meeting Center 

and to waive any fees to use the facility.  The motion carried unanimously.   

  

Judge English stated the Commission will adjourn into executive session to discuss a 

matter of current litigation.  Judge English said the following should attend:  County Attorney 

Stan Martin, Mr.  Rendleman and Mr. Hardee.  Judge English stated the session should last 

approximately 20 minutes and no official action is anticipated afterward.  Commissioner Ham at 

approximately 6:35 p.m. made a motion to adjourn into Executive Session.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 

No official action was necessary at the conclusion of the Executive Session, and at 

approximately 6:55 p.m., Commissioner Cannon made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, October 25, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and 

officially opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill 

English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard 

LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner 

Ham.  Elected Officials in attendance: Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  There were no 

news media in attendance.  

 

 

EMA Director Rita Smith shared updated figures for the FEMA Public Assistance 

Program which is our PA claims when awarded a Federal declaration the capita county-wide 

increased from $3.89 to $4.10 based on our current census population.  Ms. Smith stated the 

maximum on a small project increased from $132,800 to $139,000 and the minimum on a small 

project increased from $3,320 to $3,500.  Further, Ms. Smith said the threshold amount the 

county must meet for damages and debris is $714,388.10.  Further, Ms. Smith said this will be 

effective from October 1, 2021 until September 30, 2022.  Commissioner Ham questioned the 

status of the debris removal contract.   Ms. Smith stated she and County Engineer Justin Hardee 

have recently met on this and deferred the question to Mr. Hardee.  Mr. Hardee stated the 

current contract expires October 31, 2021, a new contract will be in place through the ACCA, 

since bids were accepted, and the responsible counties have made awards in each Region.  

Commissioner Ham questioned how many counties are in our Region.  Mr. Hardee said Lee 

County is in Region 4 and said about 9 or 10 counties are included in this Region.  

Commissioner Ham stated that was more than he likes, especially in a large event, but said he is 

glad to know the contract has been awarded in the event of a disaster.       

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the September 

27 meeting.  Also, an additional listing of claims for ratification was presented prior to the 

meeting.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve 

the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Commissioner Long said he received a text message last week from Mr. McKoon who 

indicated he is unable to get 100% participation on Lee Road 321.  Commissioner Long asked 

the Commission to allow him to meet with County Attorney Stan Martin and County Engineer 

Justin Hardee to discuss the county’s options and come back before the Commission afterwards.  

The Commission agreed.  

 

 

Mr. Hardee stated the Subdivision Regulation Amendments were presented for 

Commission consideration at the last meeting and he has not heard from anyone for any 
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updates.  Mr. Hardee presented a few adjustments that needed review of the Commission before 

he would ask for approval.  Commissioner Long asked if they had received input on the changes 

from developers.  Mr. Hardee answered in the affirmative stating that Mr. Harvill and Mr. 

Andrews both work closely with developers and they will make adjustments where applicable.  

Commissioner LaGrand said he like the amendment to Section 2-1-60 concerning surety bonds, 

which he felt was commendable, also, in adding the Planning Commission standards.  

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to approve the 

Subdivision Regulation Amendments as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Commissioner Ham stated a solution has been made for the Plainview Volunteer Fire 

Department.  Commissioner Ham stated letters were mailed to 70 households and the citizens 

responded to keep the fire department in place. Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner Long to authorize Mr. Martin to draw up a contract between Plainview 

Volunteer Fire Department and Oak Bowery Fire Department.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

Revenue Commissioner Oline Price presented a new position for an Assessment/Real 

Property Specialist for her office.   Mrs. Price stated due to the increase in abatements this 

person would handle those, in addition, they would help with the annual tax sale and scheduling 

the meetings for the Board of Equalization.  Mrs. Price said this would be a specialized position 

and would require a special person to fulfill it.  Judge English questioned if Chief 

Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman had reviewed the job description.  Mr. Rendleman 

answered in the affirmative.  Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to add the position to the current job classification for an Assessment/Real 

Property Specialist at a Pay Grade 201 in the Revenue Commissioner’s Office.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented final plat approval for Willow Heights Subdivision, Phase II in 

District 5.   Mr. Hardee said the plat has been reviewed and meets the minimum requirements of 

the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations.  The proposed subdivision is 

located adjacent to Lee Road 40. The adjacent property owners were notified of the 

development by letters sent out October 14, 2021.  Mr. Hardee stated there are 12 lots, all with 

road frontage, so there are no new roads.  Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to approve the final plat for Willow Heights Subdivision, Phase II as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented the following FY2022 Budget amendments for Commission 

consideration.  Mr. Rendleman said it is necessary to carryover certain funds budgeted in 2021 
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into the FY2022 for capital items and other capital projects.  Mr. Rendleman said most of the 

items for purchases have been delayed as a direct result of adverse global supply chain issues.  

The following adjustments are:  

General Fund 

Information Services $40,000 

Building Maintenance    $32,965 

EMA       $53,460 

Sheriff’s Office               $200,323 

Fund 100 

 Sheriff’s Office   $183,437 

Environmental Services Fund  

Disposal    $220,810 

Additionally, the following are funds designated for capital projects for various purposes to the 

Capital Projects fund as follows: 

  Fund 111 Gasoline Tax Fund         $1,300,000 

  Fund 117 RRR Gasoline Tax Fund $1,200,000 

These are designated for construction of a centralized Highway Department Facilities Complex 

on Williamson Avenue.   

  Fund 001 General Fund   $2,500,000 

 

These are available funds above any reserves or designations for renovation of the original four 

courtrooms along with judicial suites at the Justice Center and a minimum-security barracks at 

the detention center.  Mr. Rendleman said the estimated cost for all the projects are $25 million.  

$15 million for the Highway complex and $10 million for the courtrooms and barracks.  There 

will be a need for long-term financing and a phased approach for these projects, but these funds 

will allow for the design work and some initial phased work to proceed.   Upon this 

presentation, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to amend 

the FY2022 Budget for the capital purchases carryover and the transfer to the Capital Projects 

fund as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Judge English made the following announcement of five names for the Zoning Review 

Board.  Judge English thanked Mr. Hardee for pursuing the appointments.  Mr. Hardee 

presented the following:  1) Lisa Sandt; 2) Daniel Wyatt; 3) Dr. Bill Hutto; 4) Justin Hardee, 

County Public Works Director; and 5) Joel Hubbard, Interim Planning Director.  Judge English 

stated he has been looking for a Planning Director since Planning and Zoning was passed in 

Beat 13, with no success, so, Mr. Hubbard has agreed to serve as the Interim Planning Director.  

Commissioner Long questioned if Mr. Hubbard will be compensated for stepping into this role.  

Mr. Hardee stated Mr. Rendleman indicated that the Commission can set an amount for the 

additional duties placed upon him.  Mr. Hardee said Mr. Hubbard understands he is only serving 

until the position is filled.  Judge English further stated Mr. Hubbard will be wearing two 

different hats and the position is actively being recruited.  Mr. Rendleman stated there is a 
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policy in place that will cover if the Commission decides to grant additional compensation if 

Mr. Hubbard is required to do additional duties for a specified timeframe.  Judge English 

reminded the Commission that this is first reading and that no action is needed tonight.         

 

 

Judge English stated that since there is a two-week advertising requirement for the 

Public Notice on Redistricting, he would ask the Commission to set November 22 for another 

Public Hearing on Redistricting.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to set the Public Hearing for redistricting for November 22.  The motion 

carried unanimously.    

 

  

Judge English said Mr. Martin indicated the Commission needs to hold an executive 

session to discuss a matter of current litigation.  Judge English said the following should attend:  

Mr. Martin, Mr. Hardee, and Mr.  Rendleman.  Judge English indicated the session should last 

approximately 10-15 minutes and no official action is anticipated afterward.  Commissioner 

Ham at approximately 5:35 p.m. made a motion to adjourn into Executive Session.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.  The Executive session ended 

at approximately 5:45 p.m.  

 

Upon reconvening the public portion of the meeting, Commissioner Long made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham, to go back into Executive Session on another legal 

matter of possible litigation and asked for the additional presence of John McDonald in this one. 

 

After the second Executive Session, Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner Long to reset the public hearing on the Noise Ordinance for December 13, 

since the original public hearing had been set for November 29, but that meeting date had 

previously been rescheduled to November 22.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

At approximately 6:35 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, November 8, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Cannon.  

Elected Officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika 

Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Tim Nail.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the October 

25 meeting.  Announcement was made for an opening on the Beulah Utilities Board and an 

opening on the Lee County Cemetery Preservation Commission.  Also, an additional listing of 

claims for ratification was presented prior to the meeting.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Second reading for the five names to serve on the Zoning Review Board was made.  

Judge English said the following five people have agreed to serve, they are:   1) Lisa Sandt; 2) 

Daniel Wyatt; 3) Dr. Bill Hutto; 4) Justin Hardee, County Public Works Director; and 5) Joel 

Hubbard, Interim Planning Director.   Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution appointing the Zoning Review Board 

members.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints the following to the 

Zoning Review Board.  They are:  1) Lisa Sandt; 2) Daniel Wyatt; 3) Dr. Bill Hutto; 4) Justin 

Hardee, County Public Works Director; and 5) Joel Hubbard, Interim Planning Director.    

 

 

Judge English discussed the need to move forward with the contract with Arrow 

Disposal for curbside pickup and transport.  Judge English reminded the Commission the bid 

was awarded in June and stated the vendor would like to see it move forward as prices are 

rising.  The vendor is seeking a guarantee of at least 18,000 households, and Judge English said 

we have more customers than that currently and felt we would be safe in guaranteeing that 

number.  Mr. Hardee and Mr. McDonald agreed.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned if the 

current transportation vendors could continue to service their customers in the county and for 

how long.  Judge English said at this time they could continue the service; but could not give a 

timeframe as to how long they could continue it.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned several 

times how long the vendors would be able to continue their service.  Judge English said several 

legal issues have to be resolved before a timeframe can be given.  Commissioner Ham made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize Judge English to sign the final contract 
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with Arrow Disposal for curbside collection and transportation services.  Judge English pointed 

out that there is one more paragraph in the draft version presented that needs to have wording 

finalized about number of households, etc.  The motion carried on a vote of 3-1 with 

Commissioner LaGrand voting “No”.  

 

 

Judge English asked the Commission how they wanted to proceed in the selection of 

the county administrator’s replacement.    Judge English questioned if they wanted to interview 

the top 3 or 4 candidates.  All of the Commissioners agreed to proceed and to interview the top 

3 candidates.  Judge English said each commissioner was given copies of the 14 applications 

and asked each Commissioner to provide him the names of their top 3 candidates, then any 

who received three or more recommendations will be interviewed.    No action was necessary 

by the Commission at this time.     

 

 

  At approximately 5:30 p.m. Judge English opened the floor for a Public Hearing on 

Redistricting and presented a large map for viewing.  First, Billy U. Allen of the NAACP 

Branch 5038 said he would like to receive a clearer copy of the map presented tonight.  Judge 

English said he had provided a copy of the map to Bill Lee, a NAACP representative.  Mr. 

Allen asked the members of the NAACP in the audience to stand, and eight members were 

present.  Mr. Allen said he supports the redistricting efforts in Lee County as long as the lines 

are drawn fairly and justly.   

Next, Joshua Lewis appeared stating he was in full agreement with NAACP President 

Billy U. Allen.  Mr. Lewis echoed that the redistricting be done in an equitable way with public 

input.  Mr. Lewis stated he was looking forward to working together with the Commission.   

Next, John Andrew Harris said he was here for sentimental reasons in support of the 

first black Commissioner Mr. Albert Chambers.  Mr. Harris said he was campaign manager for 

Mr. Chambers.  Mr. Harris said he is aware of how redistricting works and said everything 

needs to be placed on the table and done fairly.   

Last, John Sophocleus said he would request that the Commission ask the State for 

more representation since the county only has 5 districts, saying more representation nets 

results.   

With no more comments, at approximately 5:35 p.m. Judge English closed the Public 

Hearing on redistricting indicating no action is needed tonight, but it will be addressed at the 

November 22 meeting.  

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented the following Resolution for Commission consideration.  

Sheriff Jones became emotional speaking about the reason he is asking for Commission 

support, since it affects his department and employees directly.  Sheriff Jones said the 

Resolution keeps guns out of the hands of criminals.  Sheriff Jones said the law has been in 

place for more than fifty years and it helps law enforcement.  Sheriff Jones said the way it 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, NOVEMBER 8, 2021 

 

 

 

3 

helps law enforcement is that criminals will not get a permit legally, so when law enforcement 

stops them and the person is in possession of a weapon, then law enforcement can legally 

detain and hopefully stop any criminal activity from happening.   Sheriff Jones said Opelika 

Police Chief Shane Healey is in attendance tonight also to show his support of the Resolution.  

Further, Sheriff Jones said the fee generated from the pistol permit can only be used for law 

enforcement purposes and noted the pistol permit fees and its use are audited by the State of 

Alabama Examiners of Public Accounts.   Sheriff Jones said the funds are primarily used for 

training and education for law enforcement.  Sheriff Jones noted that the recent incident with 

Deputy Ponds who was shot during a traffic stop, told Sheriff Jones he was spared further 

injury due to the recent training he received by the Sheriff’s Office.  Sheriff Jones pointed out 

that part of the cost of that training was paid from concealed carry permit fees.  Commissioner 

Ham said if the Resolution would help the Sheriff’s Office, he would make the motion to pass 

the Resolution presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried on a 

vote of 3-0-1, with Commissioner LaGrand abstaining.  

 

    RESOLUTION   

 

WHEREAS, the Lee County, Alabama County Commission is fully supportive 

of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and simultaneously 

recognizes its duty to protect the welfare and safety of all Lee County citizens; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission has the legal, moral, and ethical 

responsibility to assist the Lee County Sheriff in his duty to protect the safety and welfare of 

the citizens of Lee County;  and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission recognizes and fully supports the 

efforts of the Lee County Sheriff in protecting public safety in Lee  County; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the legal duty of the Lee County Sheriff to issue concealed carry 

pistol permits to all Lee  County residents who are duly qualified under the law to possess a 

concealed pistol; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission recognizes the importance of the Lee 

County Sheriff’s ability to prevent unqualified persons from possessing a concealed 

carry pistol permit and fully supports his ongoing efforts to do so; and 

 

WHEREAS, any effort by the Alabama Legislature or any other entity to eliminate the 

necessity of citizens to obtain a concealed carry pistol permit or any effort to curtail the Lee 

County Sheriff’s ability to ensure that only qualified persons receive and keep a concealed 

carry pistol permit is dangerous to our citizens, to our law enforcement officers and is 

contrary to good public policy; and   
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WHEREAS, any effort by the Alabama Legislature or any other entity to eliminate the 

necessity of citizens to obtain a concealed carry pistol permit or any effort to further curtail 

the Lee County Sheriff’s ability to ensure that only qualified persons receive and keep a 

concealed carry pistol permit would result in a substantial negative impact on public safety.  

 

WHEREAS, it is the sworn duty of the Lee County Sheriff to protect and prevent harm 

to the law abiding citizens of Lee County. Any substantive change to, or the elimination of 

the current law utilized by all law enforcement officers to further the investigation and arrest of 

persons engaged in criminal acts, will act to hinder the Sheriff’s ability to fulfill this sacred 

duty.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission as follows: 

 

We fully support the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and the 

protections it affords to all citizens of Lee County by its application and reaffirm our obligation 

to promote public safety for all Lee County citizens; and 

 

 We fully support the Lee County Sheriff and his office in the effort to promote and 

ensure the safety and welfare of the citizens of Lee County; and 

 

     We hereby denounce and strongly oppose any effort by the Alabama Legislature or 

any other entity or organization, to affect the Lee County Sheriff’s ability to provide for the 

safety and welfare of all Lee County citizens by eliminating the necessity for obtaining a 

concealed carry pistol permit. We also denounce and strongly oppose any further 

weakening or further restriction of the Lee County Sheriff’s ability to determine which Lee 

County residents are duly qualified to possess and keep a concealed pistol. We further 

denounce any action which would result in substantial changes or the elimination of the 

existing and highly effective law, the application of which serves to aid law enforcement in 

protecting the citizens of Lee County. 

 

 

Judge English said Sheriff Jones has an ABC License Application that needs to be 

added to the Agenda for Commission consideration.  Judge English said it requires unanimous 

consent to be added.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 

add the item to the agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.    

Sheriff Jones presented an ABC application for a Special Events License from Trinity 

Hospitality Group.  Sheriff Jones said it is for an event to be held on November 12, 2021 at 

Twenty One Acres located in District 5.  Sheriff Jones said the venue is a barn type structure 

with adjoining patio and an enclosed bar/service area.  Commissioner Long questioned the max 

capacity of 100.  Sheriff Jones said that is correct, but said it is an outdoor event on the patio 

area.   Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve 

the following Resolution for a special events license for Trinity Hospitality Group.    
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BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves a Special Events 

License for Trinity Hospitality Group for an event to be held November 12, 2021 at 5505 Wire 

Road, Auburn, Alabama.  

 

 

Prior to adjourning, Judge English shared that a twelve-page Attorney General’s 

Opinion issued to Chief Examiner Rachel Riddle of the Examiners of Public Accounts says 

that any county expending funds from American Rescue Plan funds must ensure such 

expenditures are consistent with the Alabama Constitution.  The opinion further added that any 

provisions in the Alabama Constitution that would be pre-empted under federal law must be 

determined by a federal court. 

 

  

At approximately 5:50 p.m., Commissioner Ham made a motion to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse 

in Opelika, Alabama, Monday, November 22, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and 

officially opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge 

Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Gary Long, Robert Ham and 

Richard LaGrand.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Judge 

English.  Elected Officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  

Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Tim Nail.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the November 

8 meeting.  Also, an additional listing of claims for ratification was presented prior to the 

meeting.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve 

the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

At approximately 5:15 p.m. Judge English opened the floor to a Public Hearing on 

Redistricting and a map was displayed on the screen for those in attendance.  First, John 

Andrew Harris appeared to speak on Executive Order #13985.  Judge English interjected 

stating this is a public hearing on redistricting, but then recognized that he had overlooked Mr. 

Harris during Citizens’ Communication, so he apologized and allowed Mr. Harris to proceed.  

Mr. Harris said he supports the NAACP and the redistricting information, but he is here with 

pertinent information pertaining to Executive Order #13985.  Mr. Harris stated that what Judge 

English reported at the last meeting is incorrect.  Mr. Harris stated he has a relationship with 

the Treasury Department and the IRS, and that State law can’t trump Federal Law.  Further, 

Mr. Harris stated President Biden put in the law to serve the underserved communities, which 

he is a part of, stating the area has been overlooked.   

Judge English then opened the floor for the Public Hearing on Redistricting.  First, 

Joshua Lewis appeared, a member of the NAACP Lee County Chapter, stating he supported 

the map and found no discrimination in a majority-minority representation.   

Next, Billy Allen, President of NAACP Branch #5038 stated he supports the maps as 

redrawn. Further, Mr. Allen said in the future they will do what is necessary to increase the 

members on the Lee County Commission for more diversity and more inclusion.  Mr. Allen 

said they wanted to work as partners with the Commission, not to be adversarial.  With no 

more comments, at approximately 5:30 p.m. Judge English closed the Public Hearing on 

redistricting. 

 

After concluding the Public Hearing, Judge English presented and read in its entirety 

the following Resolution for Commission consideration.   Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to approve the Resolution on redistricting.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  Judge English thanked both IT Director Amanda Sides and GIS 

Coordinator Ken Busby for all the work they put into the redistricting process. Judge English 
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noted that they have only had the data since mid-September to work on it.  Also, Judge English 

thanked Mr. Hardee and his staff in their review of street names and numbers.  Judge English 

also said that Commissioner Long has noted one road name that needs updating. 

 

     RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commissioners are presently elected from five single-

member districts as approved by the United States District Court for the Middle District of 

Alabama by consent decree entered June 16, 1986 in Dillard v. Crenshaw County; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the composition and election of the Lee County Commission as presently 

elected from five single-member districts and in four-year staggered terms was ratified and 

confirmed by the Legislature of Alabama in the 2004 Regular Session by Acts 2004-373 and 

2004-472; and  

 

  WHEREAS, the 2020 Census data for Lee County shows that Commission District 

One is overpopulated by 4.80%, and the other four commission districts are underpopulated by 

0.90%, 2.77%, 0.71% and 0.41% respectively, compared to the ideal Commission district; and 

 

  WHEREAS, the 2020 Census data, while showing that the current districts fall within 

the plus or minus five percent requirement of equal representation, also show that a more fair 

and equal distribution of the population would more equitably comply with the “one person-

one vote” concept found in the Equal Protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution; and  

 

  WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission has the authority, pursuant to §11-3-1.1(a) 

of the Code of Alabama, 1975, to alter the boundaries of the commission districts; and  

 

  WHEREAS, a plan for redistricting Lee County has been prepared so that the five 

districts contain substantially equal population, each within a range of plus or minus 0.01%, or 

plus or minus less than twenty people; and   

 

  WHEREAS, a plan for redistricting Lee County has been prepared so that fewer of the 

twenty-two “beats” or polling places in Lee County are divided among multiple Commission 

districts, hopefully reducing voter confusion about their representation, and  

 

 WHEREAS, as required by §11-3-1.1(c) of the Code of Alabama, 1975, notice of 

public hearings concerning the proposed redistricting and a map of the proposed plan was 

published in the Opelika-Auburn News,  a newspaper of general circulation in the county, on 

November 7 and November 14, 2021, and has been available for public inspection in the office 

of the Lee County Commission, and on its website; and  
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 WHEREAS, two public hearings have been held, on November 8, 2021 and on 

November 22, 2021, with citizens in attendance and addressing the Commission at both; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as required by §11-3-1.1(b) of the Code of Alabama, 1975, this 

redistricting is being done more than 180 days prior to the primary election in which it will first 

be used, which is currently scheduled for May 24, 2022; and  

  

  WHEREAS, after having had the opportunity to have individual input concerning the 

districts, and studying the proposed plan, the members of the Lee County Commission are of 

the opinion that the proposed plan meets constitutional requirements and would be for the 

betterment of the citizens of Lee County; now therefore  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, that the districts for 

the election of members to the Lee County Commission as shown on the map attached as 

“Exhibit A” and made a part of these minutes, and the descriptions of the individual districts as 

shown on attached “Exhibit B” and made a part of these minutes, be, and the same are hereby 

approved.  “Exhibit C” is attached for informational purposes, to show the voting precincts or 

“beats” in Lee County, and the Commission Districts contained within each.  

  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of the resolution, together with 

a map of the county showing the boundaries of the revised districts, shall be filed with the 

Probate Judge of Lee County, pursuant to §11-3-1.1(e) of the Code of Alabama, 1975. 

 
     “Exhibit A” 

  

WILL ADD CORRECTED MAP WHEN COMPLETED 

 

    “Exhibit B” 

 
COMMISSION DISTRICT ONE 

Begin at the point where Alabama Highway 14 enters Lee County from the west at the Lee County-Macon County line.  Follow the centerline 

of Alabama Highway 14 generally easterly to the intersection of Shug Jordan Parkway. Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Shug 
Jordan Parkway to a point just east of North Donahue Drive that is the corner of Census Block Number 010810409012012.  Turn southerly 

and follow the eastern boundary of that census block to the intersection with another census block at Greentree Terrace.  Follow the northern 

boundary of Census Block Number 010810409012025 easterly, then southerly along the eastern boundary of that census block until it 
intersects another census block.  Turn northeasterly and follow the northern boundary of Census Block Number 010810409013006 to the 

intersection of Cary Drive.  Follow the centerline of Cary Drive to the intersection with North Donahue Drive.  Turn southerly and follow the 

centerline of North Donahue Drive to a point on the northwestern corner of Census Block Number 010810409013008.  Turn easterly and 
follow along the northern boundary of that census block to the northeast corner, then turn southerly and follow the eastern boundary of that 

census block to White Street.  Follow the centerline of White Street southerly to the intersection of West Drake Avenue.  Turn easterly and 

follow the centerline of West Drake Avenue to the intersection of North College Street.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of North 
College Street to the intersection of Glenn Avenue.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of West Glenn Avenue to the intersection of North 

Donahue Drive.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of North Donahue Drive to the intersection of West Magnolia Avenue.  Turn easterly 

and follow the centerline of Magnolia Avenue to the intersection of Gay Street.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of South Gay Street 

to the intersection of East Thach Avenue.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of East Thach Avenue to the intersection of South Ross 

Street.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Ross Street to the intersection of East Glenn Avenue.  Turn easterly and follow the 
centerline of East Glenn Avenue to the intersection of North Debardeleben Street.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Debardeleben 

Street to the intersection of East Thach Avenue. Turn easterly and follow the centerline of East Thach Avenue to the intersection of South 
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Dean Rd.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of South Dean Road to the intersection of Old Mill Road.  Turn easterly and follow the 

centerline of Old Mill Road to the intersection of East University Drive.  Turn north-easterly and follow the centerline of East University Drive 

to the intersection of McKinley Avenue.  Turn north-westerly and follow the centerline of McKinley Avenue to the intersection of Alice 
Street.  Turn north-easterly and follow the centerline of Alice Street to the intersection of East Glenn Avenue.  Turn easterly and follow the 

centerline of East Glenn Avenue to the intersection of  Airport Road.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Airport Road to the 

intersection with the Auburn City Limits.  Turn northerly and follow the Auburn City Limits to the intersection of  
U. S. Highway 280 West.  Turn northwesterly and follow the centerline of U. S. Highway 280 West to the corner of Census Block Number 

010810411031002.  Follow the boundaries of Census Block Number 010810411031002 until it returns to U. S. Highway 280 West.  Turn 

northwesterly and follow the centerline of U. S. Highway 280 West to the intersection of Loblockee Creek.  Turn northeasterly and follow the 
centerline of Loblockee Creek to the intersection of Lee Road 87.  Turn northwesterly and follow the eastern boundary of Beat 4 to the Lee 

County-Chambers County border.  Thence go westerly along the irregular northern border of Lee County to the point at which it intersects the 

border between Chambers County and Tallapoosa County. Continue westerly and follow the irregular northern border of Lee County along the 
Tallapoosa County border until the western border of Lee County turns southerly and follow the irregular western border of Lee County back 

to the point of beginning on Alabama Highway 14. 

 
COMMISSION DISTRICT TWO 

Begin at the point in southwest Lee County where Choctafaula Creek crosses I-85.  Follow the centerline of I-85 to the intersection of Beehive 

Road.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of Beehive Road to the intersection of Rolling Ridge Road.  Turn southwesterly and follow 
the centerline of Rolling Ridge Road to the intersection of Census Block Number 010810405022106.  Follow the boundaries of Census Block 

Number 010810405022106 back to the centerline of Rolling Ridge Road.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Rolling Ridge Road 

to the intersection of Census Block Number 010810405022030.  Follow the boundaries of Census Block Number 010810405022030 back to 
the centerline of Rolling Ridge Road. Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Rolling Ridge Road to the intersection of an electrical 

power transmission line (at Census Block Number 010810405022100).  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of the  electrical power 

transmission line to the intersection of Chewacla Creek.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Chewacla Creek to the intersection of Lee 
Road 10, also known as Sandhill Road.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Sandhill Road to the intersection of Society Hill Road, also 

known as Lee Road 54.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Society Hill Road across Moores Mill Road to the intersection of the 

Opelika City Limits (at Census Block Number 010810417011016).  Follow the irregular southern boundary of the Opelika City Limits to the 

intersection of Hamilton Road.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Hamilton Road to the intersection of I-85.  Turn southwesterly and 

follow the centerline of I-85 to the intersection of the Opelika-Auburn City Limits.  Turn northerly, then westerly and follow the Opelika-

Auburn City limits to the intersection of East Glenn Avenue also known as Frederick Road.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of 
Frederick Road to the intersection of Bradford Drive.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Bradford Drive to the intersection of Old 

Opelika Road.  Follow the centerline of Old Opelika Road westerly then northerly to the intersection of the CSX Transportation Railroad.  

Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of the CSX Transportation Railroad to the intersection of Cunningham Drive.  Turn southerly and 
follow the centerline of Cunningham Drive to the intersection of Frederick Road.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Frederick Road to 

the intersection of Gateway Drive.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Gateway Drive to the intersection of First Avenue.  Turn 

southwesterly and follow the centerline of First Avenue to the intersection of Pepperell Parkway.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of 
Pepperell Parkway to the intersection of Veterans Parkway.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of the western boundary of Beat 2 Box 3  

to the intersection of U. S. Highway 280 West (at Census Block Number 010810411031006).  Turn northwesterly and follow the centerline of 

U. S. Highway 280 West to the intersection of the Auburn City Limits (at Census Block Number 010810411031006).  Turn southerly and 
follow the Auburn City Limits irregularly across Pepperell Parkway to the southern intersection of the Auburn City Limits with Airport Road.  

Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Airport Road to the intersection of East Glenn Avenue.  Turn westerly and follow the 

centerline of Glenn Avenue to the intersection of Alice Street.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Alice Street to the intersection of 

McKinley Street.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of McKinley Street to the intersection of East University Drive.  Turn 

southwesterly and follow the centerline of East University Drive to the intersection of Old Mill Road.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline 

of Old Mill Road to the intersection of Dean Road.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Dean Road to the intersection of East Thach 
Avenue.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of East Thach Avenue to the intersection of South Debardeleben Street.  Turn northerly and 

follow the centerline of Debardeleben Street to the intersection of East Glenn Avenue.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of East Glenn 
Avenue to the intersection of South Ross Street.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of South Ross Street to the intersection of East 

Thach Avenue.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of East Thach Avenue to the intersection of South Gay Street.  Turn northerly and 

follow the centerline of South Gay Street to the intersection of East Magnolia Avenue.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Magnolia 
Avenue to the intersection of Donahue Drive.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of South Donahue Drive to the intersection of War 

Eagle Way.  Turn westerly and follow the irregular southern boundary of Beat 6 Box 1 to the intersection of Extension Loop.  Follow the 

centerline of Extension Loop to the intersection of Wire Road.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Wire Road, also known as Lee 
Road 137, to the intersection of Choctafaula Creek.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Choctafaula Creek to the intersection of I-85 

and the point of beginning. 

 
COMMISSION DISTRICT THREE 

Begin on the Alabama-Georgia border at the intersection of the Chattahoochee River and Soap Creek and follow the centerline of Soap Creek 

to the intersection of Lee Road 379, also known as River Road or Wacoochee Valley Road?.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee 
Road 379 to the intersection of a natural gas pipeline right-of-way (at Census Block Number 010810419033016).  Turn westerly and follow 

the natural gas pipeline right-of-way to the intersection of Census Block Number 010810419033020.  Turn northeasterly, then southeasterly 

irregularly and follow the northern and western boundaries of Census Block Number 010810419033020 back to the intersection of the natural 
gas pipeline right-of-way.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of the natural gas pipeline right-of-way to the intersection of the 
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Norfolk Southern Railway line, just west of U. S. Highway 280.  Follow the centerline of the Norfolk Southern Railway northwesterly to the 

intersection of Lee Road 179, also known as Stroud Road.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 179 to its northern 

intersection with Lee Road 246.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 246 to the intersection of White’s Creek.  Turn southerly 
and follow the centerline of White’s Creek irregularly to its southern intersection with Lee Road 246, also known as Mullins Road.  Turn 

easterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 246 to the intersection of Lee Road 239,  also known as Fuller Road.  Turn southwesterly and 

follow the centerline of Lee Road 239 to the intersection of Lee Road 242, also known as Lamb Road.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline 
of Lee Road 242 to its intersection with the northern corner of Census Block Number 010810419021022.  Follow the western boundary of that 

census block southerly, then southeasterly to the intersection with Lee Road 242.  Continue southwesterly, then southerly, along the northern 

boundary of Census Block Number 010810420051010 to the intersection of Lee Road 240, also known as Auburn Road.  Turn westerly and 
follow the centerline of Lee Road 240 to the intersection of Lee Road 199, also known as Prince Road.  Turn southerly and follow the 

centerline of Lee Road 199 around a turn to the west and to the intersection of Alabama Highway 169.  Turn southeasterly and follow the 

centerline of Alabama Highway 169 to the intersection of Census Block Number 010810421032011. Turn westerly, then southwesterly and 
follow the boundaries of Census Block Number 010810421032011 to the Lee County-Russell County line.  Turn easterly and continue to 

follow the Lee County-Russell County border as it turns northerly and then easterly again to the intersection of the Chattahoochee River.  

Follow the Alabama-Georgia border northwesterly along the western bank of the Chattahoochee River to the intersection of Soap Creek and 
the point of beginning. 

 

COMMISSION DISTRICT FOUR 
Begin on the Alabama-Georgia border at the intersection of the Chattahoochee River and Soap Creek and follow the centerline of Soap Creek 

to the intersection of Lee Road 379, also known as River Road or Wacoochee Valley Road?.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee 

Road 379 to the intersection of a natural gas pipeline right-of-way (at Census Block Number 010810419033016).  Turn westerly and follow 
the natural gas pipeline right-of-way to the intersection of Census Block Number 010810419033020.  Turn northeasterly, then southeasterly 

irregularly and follow the northern and western boundaries of Census Block Number 010810419033020 back to the intersection of the natural 

gas pipeline right-of-way.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of the natural gas pipeline right-of-way to the intersection of the 
Norfolk Southern Railway line, just west of U. S. Highway 280.  Follow the centerline of the Norfolk Southern Railway northwesterly to the 

intersection of Lee Road 179, also known as Stroud Road.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 179 to its northern 

intersection with Lee Road 246.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 246 to the intersection of White’s Creek.  Turn southerly 

and follow the centerline of White’s Creek irregularly to its southern intersection with Lee Road 246, also known as Mullins Road.  Turn 

easterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 246 to the intersection of Lee Road 239,  also known as Fuller Road.  Turn southwesterly and 

follow the centerline of Lee Road 239 to the intersection of Lee Road 242, also known as Lamb Road.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline 
of Lee Road 242 to its intersection with the northern corner of Census Block Number 010810419021022.  Follow the western boundary of that 

census block southerly, then southeasterly to the intersection with Lee Road 242.  Continue southwesterly, then southerly, along the northern 

boundary of Census Block Number 010810420051010 to the intersection of Lee Road 240, also known as Auburn Road.  Turn westerly and 
follow the centerline of Lee Road 240 to the intersection of a tributary of Uchee Creek (just east of Lee Road 175).  Turn northerly and follow 

the centerline of that tributary into Uchee Creek, then follow the centerline of Uchee Creek to the intersection of Lee Road 175, also known as 

Meadows Mill Road, at a point just south of Lee Road 2037.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 175 to the intersection of 
Lee Road 149, also known as Dorsey Road.  Follow the centerline of Lee Road 149 northwesterly to the intersection of Lee Road 145, also 

known as Jarrell Road.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 145 to the intersection of Alabama Highway 169.  Turn 

southeasterly and follow the centerline of Alabama Highway 169 to the intersection of Lee Road 136, also known as Hopewell Road.  Turn 
southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 136 to the intersection of Lee Road 138, also known as Griffin Mill Road.  Turn easterly and 

follow the centerline of Lee Road 138 to the intersection of Lee Road 170, also known as Corbett Road, at the intersection with Alabama 

Highway 169.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 170 to the intersection of Lee Road 401, also known as Mims Trail Road.  

Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 401 to the intersection with the northern boundary of Census Block Number 

010810421041014.  Follow the boundaries of that census block westerly, then southerly, then westerly again, then southerly again to the 

intersection of Lee Road 123.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 123 to the intersection of Lee Road 165.  Turn southerly 
and follow the centerline of Lee Road 165 to the intersection of Lee Road 40, also known as Lipscomb Road.  Turn westerly and follow the 

centerline of Lee Road 40 to the intersection of Lee Road 166, also known as Cleve Parker Road.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of 
Lee Road 166 to the intersection of Lee Road 41.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 41 to the intersection of Lee Road 

100.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 100 to the intersection of an electrical power transmission line.  Turn northwesterly 

and follow the centerline of the electrical power transmission line across Alabama Highway 51 to the intersection of Towns Creek.  Turn 
northerly and follow the centerline of Towns Creek to an unnamed paved road on Lawler Farm (at the northwestern corner of Census Block 

Number 010810421012018).  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of the unnamed paved road on Lawler Farm to the intersection of 

Alabama Highway 51.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Alabama Highway 51 to the intersection of Lee Road 44, also known as 
Maddox Road.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 44 to the intersection of Lee Road 11, also known as Sasser Road.  Turn 

southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 11 to the intersection of Lee Road 157, also known as Whatley Road.  Turn westerly and 

follow the centerline of Lee Road 157 to the intersection of Lee Road 29, also known as Torbert Road.  Turn northerly and follow the 
centerline of Lee Road 29 to the intersection of Cossey Branch waterway.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Cossey Branch to the 

intersection of Odom Creek.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Odom Creek to the intersection of Lee Road 27, also known as Old 

Society Hill Road.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 27 to the intersection of Lee Road 54, also known as Society Hill 
Road.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 54 to the northwestern corner of Census Block Number 010810421011040.  Turn 

easterly and follow the northern boundary of Census Block Number 010810421011040, then the southern boundary of Census Block Number 

010810421011022 to the intersection of Lee Road 27, also known as Old Society Hill Road.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of 
Lee Road 27 to the intersection of an unnamed private dirt road just south of a community church.  Turn southwesterly along the centerline of 
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the unnamed private dirt road and follow the Auburn City Limits generally westerly to the southwest corner of Census Block Number 

010810421011026.  Turn northerly and follow the western boundary of that census block to the intersection of Lee Road 47, also known as 

Pierce Chapel Road. Continue northerly along the eastern boundary of Census Block Number 010810421011028 to the intersection of 
Winterhawk Drive.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Winterhawk Drive to the intersection of Lee Road 27, also known as Nixon 

Steel Road.  Turn northerly and follow the intersection of Lee Road 27 to the intersection of Chewacla Creek.  Turn southeasterly and follow 

the centerline of Chewacla Creek to the intersection of Lee Road 112, also known as Johnson Lake Road.  Turn northerly and follow the 
centerline of Lee Road 112 to the intersection of Lee Road 46, also known as Moores Mill Road.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of 

Lee Road 46 to the intersection of Alabama Highway 51, also known as Marvyn Parkway.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of 

Alabama Highway 51 to the intersection of Ballard Avenue.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Ballard Avenue to the intersection of 
Hilton Court, also known as Matthews Street.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Matthews Street to the intersection of Comanche 

Street.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of Comanche Street to the dead end.  Continue along the southern boundary of Census 

Block Number 010810417023000 and the southern boundary of Census Block Number 010810417023003 to the intersection of Chewacla 
Creek.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Chewacla Creek to the intersection of Alabama Highway 169.  Turn northwesterly and 

follow the centerline of Alabama Highway 169 to the intersection of Alabama Highway 51, also known as Marvyn Parkway.  Turn northerly 

and follow the centerline of Alabama Highway 51 to the intersection of I-85.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of I-85 to the 
intersection of U. S. Highway 280/431 also known as Columbus Parkway.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Columbus Parkway to 

the intersection of Uniroyal Road.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of North Uniroyal Road to the intersection of Towne Lake Drive.  

Turn northwesterly and follow the centerline of Towne Lake Drive to the intersection of East Towne Lake Circle.  Turn northeasterly and 
follow the centerline of East Towne Lake Circle to the intersection of Beauford Drive.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Beauford 

Drive to the intersection of North Uniroyal Road.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of North Uniroyal Road to the intersection of Ridge 

Road.  Turn northwesterly and follow the northern boundary of Census Block Number 010810417031075 across I-85 where Ridge Road picks 
back up and follow the centerline of Ridge Road to the intersection of West Point Parkway.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of West 

Point Parkway, continue as it becomes Samford Avenue, continue as it becomes Second Avenue, to the intersection of North Tenth Street.  

Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of North Tenth Street to the intersection of First Avenue.  Turn southwesterly and follow the 
centerline of First Avenue to the intersection of Seventeenth Place.  Turn northwesterly and follow the centerline of Seventeenth Place to the 

intersection of Westend Court.  Follow the centerline of Westend Court to the intersection of Pleasant Drive.  Turn northerly and follow the 

centerline of Pleasant Drive to the intersection of Pepperell Parkway.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of Pepperell Parkway to the 

intersection of Third Avenue.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of Third Avenue to the intersection of Sixteenth Place.  Turn 

northwesterly and follow the centerline of Sixteenth Place to the intersection of Fourth Avenue.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline 

of Fourth Avenue to the intersection of North Sixteenth Street.  Turn northwesterly and follow the centerline of North Sixteenth Street to the 
intersection of Fifth Avenue.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Fifth Avenue to the intersection of Sixteenth Place.  Turn 

northwesterly and follow the centerline of Sixteenth Place to the intersection of Pleasant Drive.   Turn northerly and follow the centerline of 

Pleasant Drive to the intersection of the Norfolk Southern Railway.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of the Norfolk Southern 
Railway to the intersection of Simmons Street.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Simmons Street to the intersection of Fitzpatrick 

Avenue.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Fitzpatrick Avenue to the intersection of Pleasant Drive.  Turn southerly on Pleasant 

Drive, then westerly back onto Fitzpatrick Avenue and follow the centerline of Fitzpatrick Avenue to the intersection of Waverly Parkway.  
Follow the centerline of Waverly Parkway westerly to the intersection of U. S. Highway 280.  Turn northwesterly and follow the centerline of 

U. S. Highway 280 to the intersection of to the northeast corner of Census Block Number 010810411031002.  Follow the boundaries of 

Census Block Number 010810411031002 until it returns to U. S. Highway 280 West.  Turn northwesterly and follow the centerline of  U. S. 
Highway 280 West to the intersection of Loblockee Creek.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of Loblockee Creek to the intersection 

of Lee Road 87.  Turn northwesterly and follow the eastern boundary of Beat 4 to the Lee County-Chambers County border.  Turn easterly and 

follow the northern border of Lee County irregularly to the Alabama-Georgia border on the west bank of the Chattahoochee River.  Turn 

southeasterly and follow the Alabama-Georgia border along the western bank of the Chattahoochee River to the intersection of Soap Creek and 

the point of beginning. 

 

COMMISSION DISTRICT FIVE 

Begin at the point where Alabama Highway 14 enters Lee County from the west at the Lee County-Macon County line.  Follow the centerline 
of Alabama Highway 14 generally easterly to the intersection of Shug Jordan Parkway.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Shug 

Jordan Parkway to a point just east of North Donahue Drive that is the corner of Census Block Number 010810409012012.  Turn southerly 

and follow the eastern boundary of that census block to the intersection with another census block at Greentree Terrace.  Follow the northern 
boundary of Census Block Number 010810409012025 easterly, then southerly along the eastern boundary of that census block until it 

intersects another census block.  Turn northeasterly and follow the northern boundary of Census Block Number 010810409013006 to the 

intersection of Cary Drive.  Follow the centerline of Cary Drive to the intersection with North Donahue Drive.  Turn southerly and follow the 
centerline of North Donahue Drive to a point on the northwestern corner of Census Block Number 010810409013008.  Turn easterly and 

follow along the northern boundary of that census block to the northeast corner, then turn southerly and follow the eastern boundary of that 

census block to White Street.  Follow the centerline of White Street southerly to the intersection of West Drake Avenue.  Turn easterly and 
follow the centerline of West Drake Avenue to the intersection of North College Street.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of North 

College Street to the intersection of Glenn Avenue.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of West Glenn Avenue to the intersection of North 

Donahue Drive.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of North Donahue Drive to the intersection of War Eagle Way.  Turn westerly and 
follow the irregular southern boundary of Beat 6 Box 1 to the intersection of Extension Loop.  Follow the centerline of Extension Loop to the 

intersection of Wire Road.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Wire Road, also known as Lee Road 137, to the intersection of 

Choctafaula Creek.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Choctafaula Creek to the intersection of I-85   Turn northeasterly and follow 
the centerline of I-85 to the intersection of Beehive Road.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of Beehive Road to the intersection of 
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Rolling Ridge Road.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Rolling Ridge Road to the intersection of Census Block Number 

010810405022106.  Follow the boundaries of Census Block Number 010810405022106 back to the centerline of Rolling Ridge Road.  Turn 

southwesterly and follow the centerline of Rolling Ridge Road to the intersection of Census Block Number 010810405022030.  Follow the 
boundaries of Census Block Number 010810405022030 back to the centerline of Rolling Ridge Road.  Turn southwesterly and follow the 

centerline of Rolling Ridge Road to the intersection of an electrical power transmission line (at Census Block Number 010810405022100).  

Turn easterly and follow the centerline of the  electrical power transmission line to the intersection of Chewacla Creek.  Turn northerly and 
follow the centerline of Chewacla Creek to the intersection of Lee Road 10, also known as Sandhill Road.  Turn easterly and follow the 

centerline of Sandhill Road to the intersection of Society Hill Road, also known as Lee Road 54.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of 

Society Hill Road across Moores Mill Road to the intersection of the Opelika City Limits (at Census Block Number 010810417011016).  
Follow the irregular southern boundary of the Opelika City Limits to the intersection of Hamilton Road.  Turn northerly and follow the 

centerline of Hamilton Road to the intersection of I-85.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of I-85 to the intersection of the Opelika-

Auburn City Limits.  Turn northerly, then westerly and follow the Opelika-Auburn City limits to the intersection of East Glenn Avenue also 
known as Frederick Road.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of Frederick Road to the intersection of Bradford Drive.  Turn westerly 

and follow the centerline of Bradford Drive to the intersection of Old Opelika Road.  Follow the centerline of Old Opelika Road westerly then 

northerly to the intersection of the CSX Transportation Railroad.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of the CSX Transportation 
Railroad to the intersection of Cunningham Drive.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Cunningham Drive to the intersection of 

Frederick Road.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Frederick Road to the intersection of Gateway Drive.  Turn northerly and follow 

the centerline of Gateway Drive to the intersection of First Avenue.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of First Avenue to the 
intersection of Pepperell Parkway.   Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Pepperell Parkway to the intersection of Veterans Parkway.  

Turn northerly and follow the centerline of the western boundary of Beat 2 Box 3  to the intersection of U. S. Highway 280 West (at Census 

Block Number 010810411031006).   Turn northwesterly and follow the centerline of U. S. Highway 280 West to the intersection of Waverly 
Parkway.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Waverly Parkway to the intersection of Fitzpatrick Avenue.  Turn southeasterly and 

follow the centerline of Fitzpatrick Avenue to the intersection of Simmons Street.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Simmons Street 

to the intersection of the Norfolk Southern Railway.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of the Norfolk Southern Railway to the 
intersection of Pleasant Drive.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Pleasant Drive to the intersection of Sixteenth Place.  Turn 

southeasterly and follow the centerline of Sixteenth Place to the intersection of Fifth Avenue.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of 

Fifth Avenue to the intersection of North Sixteenth Street.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of North Sixteenth Street to the 

intersection of Fourth Avenue.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of Fourth Avenue to the intersection of Sixteenth Place.  Turn 

southeasterly and follow the centerline of Sixteenth Place to the intersection of Third Avenue.  Turn southwesterly and follow the centerline of 

Third Avenue to the intersection of Pepperell Parkway.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Pepperell Parkway to the intersection of 
Pleasant Drive.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Pleasant Drive to the intersection of Westend Court.  Turn easterly and follow the 

centerline of Westend Court to the intersection of Seventeenth Place.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of Seventeenth Place to the 

intersection of First Avenue.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of First Avenue to the intersection of North Tenth Street.  Turn 
northwesterly and follow the centerline of North Tenth Street to the intersection of Second Avenue.  Turn northeasterly and follow the 

centerline of Second Avenue, as it becomes Samford Avenue, as it becomes West Point Parkway, to the intersection of Ridge Road.  Turn 

easterly and follow the centerline of Ridge Road to its dead end and follow the northern boundary of Census Block Number 010810416003000 
across I-85 then follow the northern boundary of Census Block Number 010810417031075 to its intersection with North Uniroyal Road.  Turn 

southerly and follow the centerline of North Uniroyal Road to the intersection of Beauford Drive.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of 

Beauford Drive to the intersection of East Towne Lake Circle.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of East Towne Lake Circle to the 
intersection of Towne Lake Drive.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of Towne Lake Drive to the intersection of North Uniroyal 

Road.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of North Uniroyal Road to the intersection of U. S. Highway 280, also known as Columbus 

Parkway.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Columbus Parkway to the intersection of I-85.  Turn southwesterly and follow the 

centerline of I-85 to the intersection of Alabama Highway 51, also known as Marvyn Parkway.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of 

Marvyn Parkway to the intersection of Alabama Highway 169, also known as Crawford Road.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of 

Crawford Road to the intersection of Chewacla Creek.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Chewacla Creek to the intersection of the 
southern boundary of Census Block Number 010810417023003.  Turn northwesterly and follow the southern boundary of Census Block 

Number  010810417023003, then the southern boundary of Census Block Number 010810417023000 to the dead end of Comanche Street.  
Follow the centerline of Comanche Street to the intersection of Matthews Street.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Matthews Street 

to the intersection of Ballard Avenue.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Ballard Avenue to the centerline of Alabama Highway 51, 

also known as Marvyn Parkway.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Marvyn Parkway to the intersection of Lee Road 146, also 
known as Moores Mill Road.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Moores Mill Road to the intersection of Lee Road 112, also known as 

Johnson Lake Road.   Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 112 to the intersection of Chewacla Creek.   

Turn westerly and follow the centerline of Chewacla Creek to the intersection of Lee Road 27, also known as Nixon Steel Road.  Turn 
southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 27 to the intersection of Winterhawk Drive.  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of 

Winterhawk Drive to the intersection of Census Block Number 010810421011028.  Turn southerly and follow the eastern boundary of that 

census block to the intersection of Lee Road 47, also known as Pierce Chapel Road.  Continue southerly along the boundary of Census Block 
Number 010810421011022 following the Auburn City Limits.  Turn easterly and follow the southern boundary of Census Block Number 

010810421011026 to an intersection with an unnamed private dirt road just south of a community church.  Turn southeasterly and follow the 

centerline of the unnamed private dirt road to the intersection of Lee Road 27.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 27 to 
the intersection of the southern boundary of Census Block Number 010810421011022.  Turn westerly and follow the southern boundary of 

Census Block Number 010810421011022, then continue westerly along the southern boundary of Census Block Number 010810421011036 to 

the intersection of Lee Road 54, also known as Society Hill Road.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 54 to the intersection 
of Lee Road 27, also known as Old Society Hill Road.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 27 to the intersection of Odom 
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Creek.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Odom Creek to the intersection of Cossey Branch waterway.  Turn easterly and follow the 

centerline of Cossey branch to the intersection of Lee Road 29, also known as Torbert Road. Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee 

Road 29 to the intersection of Lee Road 157, also known as Whatley Road.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 157 to the 
intersection of Lee Road 11, also known as Sasser Road.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 11 to the intersection of Lee 

Road 44, also known as Maddox Road.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 44 to the intersection of Alabama Highway 51.  

Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Alabama Highway 51 to the intersection of an unnamed paved road on Lawler Farm (at the 
northwestern corner of Census Block Number 010810421012018).  Turn westerly and follow the centerline of the unnamed paved road on 

Lawler Farm to the intersection of Towns Creek.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Towns Creek to the intersection of an electrical 

power transmission line.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of the electrical power transmission line across Alabama Highway 51 to 
the intersection of Lee Road 100.  Turn northeasterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 100 to the intersection of Lee Road 41.   Turn 

easterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 41 to the intersection of Lee Road 166, also known as Cleve Parker Road. Turn northerly and 

follow the centerline of Lee Road 166 to the intersection of Lee Road 40, also known as Lipscomb Road.  Turn northeasterly and follow the 
centerline of Lee Road 40 to the intersection of Lee Road 165.  Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 165 to the intersection of 

Lee Road 123.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 123 to the intersection of western edge of Census Block Number 

010810421041014.  Follow the western boundary of that census block northerly to the intersection of Lee Road 401, also known as Mims 
Trail Road.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 401 to the intersection of Lee Road 170, also known as Corbett Road.  

Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 170 to the intersection of Lee Road 138 at Alabama Highway 169.  Turn westerly and 

follow the centerline of Lee Road 138, also known as Griffin Mill Road to the intersection of Lee Road 136, also known as Hopewell Road.  
Turn northerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 136 to the intersection of Alabama Highway 169.  Turn northwesterly and follow the 

centerline of Alabama Highway 169 to the intersection of Lee Road 145, also known as Jarrell Road.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline 

of Lee Road 145 to the intersection of Lee Road 149, also known as Dorsey Road.  Follow the centerline of Lee Road 149 easterly, then 
southerly to the intersection of Lee Road 175, also known as Meadows Mill Road.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 175 

to the intersection of a tributary of Uchee Creek (just south of Lee Road 2037).  Turn easterly then southerly and follow the centerline of that 

tributary of Uchee Creek to the intersection of Alabama Highway 169.  Turn easterly and follow the centerline of Alabama Highway 169 to the 
intersection of Lee Road 240.  Continue easterly along the centerline of Lee Road 240 to the intersection of Lee Road 199, also known as 

Prince Road.  Turn southerly and follow the centerline of Lee Road 199 around a turn to the west and to the intersection of Alabama Highway 

169.  Turn southeasterly and follow the centerline of Alabama Highway 169 to the intersection of Census Block Number 010810421032011.  

Turn westerly, then southwesterly and follow the boundaries of Census Block Number 010810421032011 to the Lee County-Russell County 

line.  Turn westerly and follow the southern border of Lee County along the Russell County line irregularly to the southwest corner of the 

Marvyn Beat 10 precinct where Lee, Russell and Macon counties meet.  Turn northerly then northwesterly and follow the Lee County-Macon 
County line irregularly northwesterly to the point where Alabama Highway 14 enters Lee County from the west at the Lee County-Macon 

County line and the point of beginning. 

 

    “Exhibit C” 

 
Beat 1   Beulah HS  wholly within County Commission District 4 

Beat 2, Box 1  Carver Rec  wholly within County Commission District 5 

Beat 2, Box 2  Opelika Learning  wholly within County Commission District 5 

Beat 2, Box 3  Denson Dr Rec Ctr  in Commission Districts 4 and 5 

Beat 2, Box 4  EAMC   in Commission Districts 2, 4 and 5 

Beat 2, Box 5  Sportsplex  wholly within Commission District 4 

Beat 3   Farmville VFD  in Commission Districts 1 and 4 

Beat 4   Waverly   wholly within County Commission District 1 

Beat 5   Loachapoka  in Commission Districts 1 and 5 

Beat 6, Box 1  Boykin Rec Ctr  in Commission Districts 1 and 5 

Beat 6, Box 2  Frank Brown Rec Ctr wholly within County Commission District 1 

Beat 6, Box 3  Dean Rd Rec Ctr  in Commission Districts 1 and 2 

Beat 6, Box 4  Clarion Inn  in Commission Districts 2 and 5 

Beat 7   Beauregard  in Commission Districts 4 and 5 

Beat 8   Lee Co Learning Ctr wholly within County Commission District 4 

Beat 9   Crawford VFD  in Commission Districts 4 and 5 

Beat 10   Marvyn   wholly within County Commission District 5 

Beat 11   Beulah VFD #3  wholly within County Commission District 4 

Beat 12   SS Senior Center  in Commission Districts 3 & 4 

Beat 13   Pine Grove  wholly within County Commission District 4 

Beat 14   SS Jr High  wholly within County Commission District 3 

Beat 16   Glenwood gym  wholly within County Commission District 3 
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Judge English discussed the next steps in the replacement process to select a new 

county administrator.  Judge English said he placed a letter in the Commissioner’s packets 

discussing how they may want to proceed.  Judge English said he would ask the Commission 

to consider including County Attorney Stan Martin, County Engineer Justin Hardee and Sheriff 

Jay Jones in the process and allow them to sit in on the interviews for their input; 

acknowledging they will not have a vote.  Commissioner Ham said he would agree to those but 

would like to see EMA Director Rita Smith be included also.  Judge English stated the process 

will need to be split among two groups of Commission members and questioned if they 

preferred to split it between two days or to do all six interviews in one day and if so, whether 

the Commission preferred either morning and afternoon or afternoon and evening.  

Commissioner Cannon said he preferred to hold the interviews in one day.  Commissioners 

Long and LaGrand agreed to hold them in the afternoon and evening on one day.  Judge 

English asked the Commission to review their calendars and send available dates to him for 

scheduling.     

 
 
Sheriff Jones presented two jobs he would like to add to the pay and classification plan 

for the Sheriff’s Office, they are: 1) Intelligence Analyst, and 2) Media/Community Relations 

Specialist.  Sheriff Jones stated the Intelligence Analyst would assist the Investigations 

Division and set the position at a pay grade 113.  Sheriff Jones stated the Media/Community 

Relations Specialist would be set at a pay grade 114.   Sheriff Jones stated both are budgeted 

positions.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve 

the two positions in the Sheriff’s Office as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Next, Sheriff Jones presented a lounge retail liquor license application from Beauregard 

Package Store which is located in District 4.  Commissioner Ham questioned if this was for 

consumption on premise, since it states it is a lounge retail liquor license.  Sheriff Jones said it 

is for purchase on premise but for consumption off premise, he said that is how the ABC 

classifies the license type.  Sheriff Jones stated no objections have been received on the 

granting of the license at this location.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand to approve the following Resolution granting the license to 

Beauregard Package Store.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby approves the retail liquor 

license for Beauregard Package Store located at 9436 Alabama Highway 51, Opelika, AL.   

 

 

Judge English presented a FY2022 proposed holiday schedule for Commission 

consideration.  Commissioner LaGrand asked the Commission to consider granting a holiday 

for Juneteenth, also known as Juneteenth Independence Day or Freedom Day.  Commissioner 

LaGrand said it is a holiday that commemorates the date of June 19, 1865, the announcement 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REG. ADJ. TERM, NOVEMBER 22, 2021 

 

 

 

10 

of the abolition of slavery in Texas, and more generally the emancipation of enslaved African 

Americans throughout the former Confederate States of America.  Judge English said several 

employees approached him questioning New Year’s since January 1 falls on a Saturday.  Judge 

English questioned if anyone has heard from Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  Chief 

Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman said Mrs. Price prefers that the Courthouse be open 

on December 31; but would like to see employees be granted a day off on January 3, 2021, if 

the Commission allows.  Last, Judge English mentioned that normally two days are given for 

Christmas, but this year Christmas falls on a Sunday and questioned if the Commission would 

like to grant two days or one day.   Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to approve the FY2022 Holiday Schedule with the addition of Monday, 

January 3; Monday, June 20; and, Friday, December 23.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

    FY2022 Holiday Schedule 

New Year’s Day     Monday, January 3, 2022  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day   Monday, January 17, 2022 

 Presidents’ Day     Monday, February 21, 2022 

 Memorial Day     *Monday, May 30, 2022 

 Juneteenth Day     Monday, June 20, 2022 

 Independence Day     Monday, July 4, 2022 

 Labor Day      Monday, September 5, 2022 

 Columbus Day     *Monday, October 10, 2022 

Veterans’ Day Friday, November 11, 2022 

Thanksgiving      Thursday, November 24, 2022   

      Friday, November 25, 2022 

 Christmas      Friday, December 23, 2022 

       Monday, December 26, 2022   

 

  *Normal Commission Meeting Days 

  Note:   Monday, May 30 meeting moved to Tuesday, May 31, 2022 

  Monday, October 10 meeting moved to Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2022 

 

 

Mr. Hardee removed the Lee Road 379 agenda item, because he has identified another 

portion of that road that will also need to be addressed.   

 

 

Last, Governmental Relations Coordinator Wendy Swann presented a funding request 

for the Benefits Fair which will be held on November 30 at the Sheriff’s Office, and November 

31 at the Meeting Center.  Mrs. Swann said even though the event will be scaled down, she 

would like to provide pre-packaged food items and bottled water to the employees for 

participating.  Mrs. Swann asked the Commission to approve up to $500 from the contingency 

fund for these items. Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon 
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to grant the request as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

At approximately 5:45 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.  
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, December 13, 2021.  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially 

opened the meeting with the following members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, 

Chairman, and Commissioners Doug Cannon, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

Elected Officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones and Coroner Bill Harris.  News media in 

attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Hannah Lester and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Tim 

Nail.   

 

 

Commissioner LaGrand recognized five young ladies who recently graduated from 

Radio Boot Camp which was hosted by IHeart Radio.   Commissioner LaGrand thanked IHeart 

Media for giving back to the community in this manner and he also thanked Lee County Youth 

Development Executive Director Laura Cooper, Sherry Cook and Mr. Terry Woodall.  

Commissioner LaGrand asked each of the five young ladies to introduce themselves, and each 

thanked the Commission for allowing their attendance at the meeting.  Commissioner LaGrand 

said it was an honor to work with each of the young ladies during radio boot camp.    Last, 

Commissioner LaGrand thanked the staff at IHeart Radio, Sheriff Jones, and EMA Director 

Rita Smith.    

 

 

Next, EMA Director Rita Smith recognized EMA employee Steven Holden in 

obtaining his pilot’s license for unmanned aircraft for the new drone.  Ms. Smith stated Mr. 

Holden passed the test on his first try and commended Mr. Holden for his achievement.     

 

 

Judge English acknowledged that tonight is the last meeting for Chief Administrative 

Officer Roger Rendleman and thanked him for his over 20 years of service to Lee County.  

Judge English stated Mr. Rendleman has been invited to come back to a future meeting for a 

more formal recognition.     

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  listings of claims, procurement card transaction listing and minutes of the November 

22 meeting.  Also, an additional listing of claims for approval and to ratify were presented 

prior to the meeting.  First reading was made for the appointment of Andrew Bryan to the 

Beulah Utilities Board and for the appointment of Judy Lockhart to the Lee County Recreation 

Board representing District 1. Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Cannon to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Judge English stated interviews had been held previously for the Chief Administrative 

Officer position being vacated at the end of the month by the retirement of Mr. Rendleman.  

Judge English stated that six candidates were interviewed by the two separate panels of 

Commission members along with County Attorney Stan Martin, County Engineer Justin 

Hardee and EMA Director Rita Smith and clarified that at no time was a quorum present, since 

they separated into two interview groups.  Judge English stated the finalist Mrs. Holly 

Leverette is in attendance and he asked her to come forward to address the Commission.  Mrs. 

Leverette stated she currently is employed with the Montgomery County Commission as 

Director of Risk Management and said she works with elected officials and department heads 

to protect county government.  Judge English questioned when she could start if offered the 

position.  Mrs. Leverette said she would like to give a two-week notice; but would be able to 

start the first of the year.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned what she feels makes her the 

most qualified candidate.  Mrs. Leverette said her background in risk management and human 

resources, inmate heath care services and further stated she has an extensive background in 

many areas, and said she majored in public relations.  Commissioner Cannon questioned if she 

is chosen, what her priorities would be in her first year.  Mrs. Leverette said first she would 

look at the ARPA Funds since that is a lot of money which is a once in a lifetime opportunity 

for the county.  Next, she would develop a plan for the expenditure of the funds which is of 

upmost importance.  Mrs. Leverette said she understands the county has a couple of building 

projects upcoming and she would oversee and manage those and any future projects.  Last, 

Mrs. Leverette said she understands that curbside garbage service will begin in March and said 

she would stay on top of that so she can provide assistance to Mr. Hardee.  Commissioner 

Cannon also questioned if she is willing to commit 7-10 years to Lee County.  Mrs. Leverette 

said she would since she lives in Lee County.  Mrs. Leverette said even though Montgomery is 

her hometown, she currently lives in Lee County and said she has lived here longer than in 

Montgomery.  Mrs. Leverette said she would like to work with people in the community and a 

plus would be that she would be able to volunteer and give back to the community.  

Commissioner Ham stated he was looking forward to working with her.  Mrs. Leverette said 

she would be honored and is looking forward to working with the Commission.    

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee discussed participation in ACCA’s IAC Program 

stating participation had been reopened and would ask the Commission to consider joining.  

Mr. Hardee stated after talking with ACCA Executive Director Sonny Brasfield he felt he 

needed to bring it back before the Commission for consideration.  Mr. Hardee said that if the 

county joined the IAC Program the ACCA staff would be able to navigate all the Federal 

regulations, and deadlines.  Mr. Hardee stated the deadline to join the ACCA program is 

Thursday, December 16.  Commissioner Long stated he was in favor of joining with the 

program since it is too much for us to attempt to do on our own.  Commissioner Long said it is 

no reflection on who is hired as the county administrator, stating the ACCA has put this 

together to help the counties.  Commissioner Ham said he agreed and stated the county needs 

professionals to help even though it is a steep price, the money will come out of the funds that 
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have been allocated to Lee County.  Commissioner Ham said that Mr. Brasfield will see that 

the program is handled correctly.  Commissioner LaGrand said he originally was not in 

agreement to joining the ACCA; but is in agreement now.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Long to join the ACCA’s IAC Program.  The motion carried 

unanimously.       

 

 

Mr. Hardee presented a speed limit reduction on Lee Road 379 for Commission 

consideration, stating a portion is in District 3 with the majority in District 4.  Mr. Hardee 

explained that the Highway Department is planning to use Columbus-Phenix City Municipal 

Planning Organization (MPO) funding to resurface approximately 7.7 miles of Lee Road 379 

from U.S. 280 to the Lee Road 158 junction.  This portion of Lee Road 379 has a traffic count 

that varies from 3,500 to 4,500 vehicles per day with up to 9.4% of that traffic being large 

trucks.  Mr. Hardee said the portion of Lee Road 379 from the Lee Road 249 intersection to 

nearly the Lee Road 158 junction is posted at a 55 mph speed limit zone while the rest of the 

section is posted at 45 mph.  Commissioner Long said even though a small portion is in his 

district, he travels the road a lot since his son-in-law and daughter live on Lake Harding, and 

said he supports it.  Commissioner Ham agreed with Commissioner Long saying the speed 

limit needs to be decreased.  Commissioner Long questioned the speed limit on the portion in 

Chambers County.  Mr. Hardee stated he did not know the speed limit but would check with 

their engineer.  Commissioner Ham suggested posting the sign at the county line.  Mr. Hardee 

agreed stating he would coordinate it with Chambers County.  Commissioner Ham made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to reduce the speed limit on Lee Road 379 as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald appeared before the Commission to 

update them on curbside transition.  Mr. McDonald stated the contract with Arrow Disposal 

has been signed and the company will begin delivery of the carts in February with a start date 

for curbside pickup of March 1.  Mr. McDonald said that flyers about the transition are being 

printed and will be distributed to residents countywide.  Judge English questioned the cost of 

printing and mailing the flyers.  Mr. McDonald estimated around $16,000.  Further, Mr. 

McDonald said Arrow Disposal will begin distributing the garbage containers which will 

include information on where and when the carts can be placed on the roadways.   

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to authorize the 

Environmental Services Department to print and distribute the flyers to county residents as 

stated.  The motion carried on a vote of 3-1 with Commissioner LaGrand voting “No.”  

 

 

At approximately 5:35 p.m. Judge English opened the floor to a Public Hearing on a 

Noise Ordinance for those in attendance.  First, Marie Maples spoke concerning the issues she 

had been having for a number of years, and said she first came before the Commission 
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concerning a noise ordinance since 2014.  Ms. Maples said the noise continues to be a problem 

in her neighborhood on Lee Road 165.   

Next, Stanley Miller appeared stating that he is a resident of Lee County and has 

wanted the county to pass an ordinance for years and years, saying it is time for the 

Commission to pass it.  Mr. Miller said he has called the police and was told that there is 

nothing they can do because the county does not have a noise ordinance.        

Next, Margaret Young Brown stated no noise is coming from her residence at 125 Lee 

Road 127.  Ms. Brown stated she was arrested for disorderly conduct and a restraining order 

from individuals she had never heard of.  Ms. Brown said the judge set aside the restraining 

order since it was done illegally.  Ms. Brown said there continues to be a problem with noise in 

the vicinity but again said it is not coming from her residence.  Ms. Brown said she has read 

the ordinance but said the Commission should put it on the county’s website and invite citizens 

to read it, because based on what she has read, nothing will be addressed by the noise 

ordinance.  Ms. Brown said she is a lawyer and feels that it is unconstitutional.  

Next, John Sophocleus said the noise is still out there and said he does not want a noise 

ordinance to be passed that cannot be enforced well and the Sheriff’s Office must be given the 

resources so it can be enforced uniformly and well. 

Ms. Maples wanted to add a few comments saying that when she had previously called 

the Sheriff’s Office about the noise, she was told they could not do anything until a noise 

ordinance is in place and she asked that it be a criminal offense.   

Last, Ms. Brown spoke up again and said the noise ordinance only authorizes a civil 

offense, not criminal.  Further, stating for a citation to be written a deputy must rely on his 

knowledge or information he receives to issue a citation, which is not a criminal statue only a 

$150 fine for each infraction.   

Judge English closed the Public Hearing at 5:46 pm.  Commissioner LaGrand made a 

motion to approve the following Noise Ordinance.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon and carried unanimously.  Commissioner Cannon said it can be 

adjusted down the road, but action must be taken tonight as a starting point.  

 

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF NOISE WITHIN THE 

UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA, TO ESTABLISH 

PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ORDINANCE, AND TO 

PROVIDE ADMINISTRATIVE AND CIVL PENALTIES, INCLUDING FINES, FOR THE 

ENFORCEMENT OF THE ORDINANCE. 

 

Be it ordained by the Lee County Commission as follows: 

The Lee County Commission finds that it is in the best interest of the citizens of Lee County, 

Alabama to adopt an Ordinance pursuant to The Alabama Limited Self-Governance Act, §11-

3A-1 et. seq. Code of Alabama (1975), hereinafter referred to as the Act, to provide for the 

public welfare, health, and safety of its citizens through the abatement of noise, as specifically 

authorized by §11-3A-2 (a) (5) of the Act;  
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The Lee County Commission finds that there have been numerous complaints from its citizens 

during recent years about unreasonable noise, excessive noise, or noise to such a volume to 

constitute a nuisance and that an Ordinance is needed in Lee County, Alabama to address these 

issues and concerns; and 

 

The Lee County Commission further finds that the Act empowers and provides the Lee County 

Commission with the authority to set forth in an Ordinance the procedures to implement the 

Ordinance, as well as establish administrative and civil penalties, including fines, for the 

enforcement of the Ordinance. 

 

THEREFORE, the Lee County Commission adopted and promulgated the following 

Ordinance for the abatement of noise at a regular meeting of the Lee County Commission on 

December 13, 2021, which adoption is evidenced by Resolution attached hereto as Exhibit 

“A.” 

SECTION 1.    This Ordinance shall only apply within the unincorporated areas of Lee 

County, Alabama and shall in no way be in effect or in force within the municipal limits of any 

municipality within Lee County, Alabama.  Additionally, this Ordinance shall in no way affect 

any protection granted to any persons or businesses pursuant to §6-5-127 Code of Alabama 

(1975) or §11-3A-1 et. seq. Code of Alabama (1975), including the limitations set forth in §11-

3A-2 (d).   

SECTION 2. Electronically generating or the operating, playing, or permitting the operation 

of playing of any radio, television, stereo, musical instrument, sound amplifier, or other device 

in any manner, which produces, reproduces, or amplifies sound at such an unreasonable 

volume, as determined by a sworn deputy of the Lee County Sheriff’s Office, as to annoy or 

disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of any reasonable person in any residence or to interfere in 

the conduct of business operations at any commercial enterprise, is prohibited and a violation 

of this Section and this Ordinance.  The sworn deputy may use his or her training, experience, 

and common sense in determining whether the noise is an unreasonable noise given the facts 

and circumstances of the situation, including, but not limited to, the length of time of the noise, 

the distance the noise is heard, and whether it is continuous or repetitive.  Since the Act in §11-

3A-2 (a) (5) references public nuisance, the sworn deputy may consider the definition of 

nuisance in §6-5-120 Code of Alabama (1975) in applying this Ordinance.  Nuisance is defined 

as follows: “A ‘nuisance’ is anything that works hurt, inconvenience or damage to another. The 

fact that the act done may otherwise be lawful does not keep it from being a nuisance.  The 

inconvenience complained of must not be fanciful or such as would affect only one of a 

fastidious taste, but it should be such as would affect an ordinary and reasonable man.”  The 

sworn deputy may also consider whether the noise is of such degree or extent as to materially 

interfere with the ordinary comfort of a reasonable person.     

SECTION 3. The use or operation on public property or on public vehicular areas, roads, 

highways, or rights-of-way of any sound amplifier which is part of, or connected to, any radio, 

public address system, paging system, sound amplification equipment, stereo receiver, compact 

disc player, cassette tape player, or other similar device when used or operated or permitted to 
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be used or operated in such a manner as to be plainly audible and at an unreasonable volume, 

as heard and determined by a sworn deputy of the Lee County Sheriff’s Office, from the 

building, structure, or vehicle in which it is located, is prohibited and is a violation of this 

Section and this Ordinance.  It is also a violation of this Section and this Ordinance for any 

person, firm, or corporation to use any object that produces sound at an unreasonable level 

which is used in a manner to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of any reasonable 

person, including using any non-electronic means of sound generation.  The sworn deputy may 

use his or her training, experience, and common sense in determining whether the noise is an 

unreasonable noise given the facts and circumstances of the situation. 

SECTION 4. It is hereby declared unlawful and a nuisance for any person, firm, or 

corporation to make or generate noise in violation of any section of this Ordinance or otherwise 

to engage in conduct prohibited thereby, including, but not limited to, allowing any 

unreasonable noises or sounds generated by or from animals of any sort for a consistent period 

of time exceeding 1 (one) hour in a manner which annoys or disturbs the quiet, comfort, or 

repose of any reasonable person in any residence or interferes with the conduct of business 

operations of any commercial enterprise, which shall be a violation of this Ordinance, as 

determined by a sworn deputy under the guidelines of Section 2 above.  

SECTION 5. Any real property owner, landowner, owner, or any person in control or 

possession of any real property, land, house, residence, business, or other structure of any sort 

who knowingly or should have known that an unreasonable noise was being generated from 

the real property, land, house, residence, business, or other structure of any sort shall be in 

violation of this Ordinance.  The same standards set forth in Section 2 above shall apply, and 

all other provisions of this Ordinance are applicable.   

SECTION 6. A citation shall be issued by the sworn deputy to the person, firm, or 

corporation, hereinafter referred to as the violator, charged with violating this Ordinance or any 

section of this Ordinance.  The citation shall specify in writing the person, firm, or corporation 

committing the violation, as well as the nature of the violation, date, approximate time, 

approximate location of the violation, and the type of violation, such as residential, 

commercial, or open country.  A copy of the citation shall be given to the violator, and a copy 

shall be kept by the Lee County Sheriff’s Office.  Delivery of the citation to the violator may 

be done by personal delivery by the sworn deputy of the Lee County Sheriff’s Office, and, if 

that is not possible in the discretion of the sworn deputy, by certified mail, return receipt 

requested, or by posting the citation on the door of the residence of the violator or on a gate to 

the residence of the violator.  If delivery of the citation by certified mail is refused, then 

delivery shall be deemed to have been made on the date of said refusal.  The sworn deputy may 

use his or her training, experience, and common sense in determining the most effective and 

safest way to deliver the citation.    

The citation shall include a civil penalty or fine of $150.00 (One Hundred Fifty Dollars) per 

day for a violation of this Ordinance.  Each day in which a violation continues shall constitute 

a separate offense, and a separate civil penalty or fine of $150.00 (One Hundred Fifty Dollars) 

shall be assessed for each violation.  However, the total civil penalty or fine shall not exceed 

$5,000.00 (Five Thousand Dollars).  The citation shall notify the violator that the civil penalty 
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or fine must be paid to the Lee County Commission at the Lee County Courthouse, 215 South 

9th Street, Opelika, AL 36801 within 14 (fourteen) days of the date of the citation, unless the 

citation is delivered by certified mail, in which event the fine must be paid within 14 (fourteen) 

days of the date on which the violator signs the return receipt or the date the violator refuses to 

sign for the certified mail.  The citation shall also notify the violator of his or her right to 

appeal or contest any alleged violation of the Ordinance to the Lee County Commission by 

filing any such appeal within 14 (fourteen) days of the date of the citation.  The appeal must be 

in writing and addressed to the Chairman of the Lee County Commission.  The appeal shall be 

delivered to the Lee County Commission at its office at the Lee County Courthouse with a 

copy to the Lee County Sheriff’s Office at its address of 1900 Frederick Road, Opelika, AL 

36803. 

SECTION 7. If the appeal is timely filed, the item shall be placed on the agenda of the next 

regular meeting of the Lee County Commission, at which time the violator shall be given an 

opportunity to be heard.  The Lee County Commission shall provide the violator with written 

notice of the meeting date, time, and place immediately upon receipt of the notice of the appeal 

and shall provide the Lee County Sheriff with a copy of the written notice.  The violator may 

request a continuance prior to the Lee County Commission meeting, which shall be granted 

upon good cause by the Chairman of the Lee County Commission.  However, absent a granted 

continuance, failure to appear at the scheduled meeting shall result in dismissal of the appeal. 

The Lee County Commission shall also provide notice of the appeal to any person or persons 

who complained of the unreasonable noise which resulted in the issuance of the citation.  In 

addition, this person or persons, being the complaining party, shall also be notified by the Lee 

County Commission of the date, time, and place of the hearing of the appeal.  The complaining 

party shall then notify any other potential witnesses, such as neighbors or adjoining property 

owners, of the date, time, and place of the hearing of the appeal.  Also, the Lee County 

Commission shall notify any potential witnesses as shown on the sworn deputy’s citation or 

incident report of the date, time, and place of the hearing of the appeal.   

Upon hearing, the Lee County Commission shall take whatever action it deems appropriate, 

including, but not limited to, dismissing the citation, waiving any civil penalties or fees, or 

affirming the action of the sworn deputy of the Lee County Sheriff’s Office.  Should the Lee 

County Commission affirm the action of the sworn deputy, all outstanding civil penalties or 

fines must be paid to the Lee County Commission within 7 (seven) days of the hearing.        

The violator shall have the right to appeal the decision of the Lee County Commission to the 

Circuit Court of Lee County, Alabama; however, the appeal must be filed within 30 (thirty) 

days of the decision of the Lee County Commission.  The violator shall pay all filing fees or 

Court costs in connection with the appeal to the Circuit Court of Lee County, Alabama.   

SECTION 8. Upon receipt of the payment of any civil penalty or fine, the violator shall be 

given a written receipt by the Lee County Commission.  All civil penalties and fines collected 
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shall be paid into the Lee County General Fund and earmarked for the administration of this 

Ordinance.  These civil penalties and fines collected shall only be used for the purpose of 

administering the powers in subsection (a) of §11-3A-2 of the Act, and the civil penalties and 

fines shall not exceed the actual cost of the implementation and enforcement of this Ordinance 

pursuant to §11-3A-3 (c) of the Act.   

SECTION 9. In addition to all other remedies available pursuant to this Ordinance, in the 

event that a violator who has been assessed civil penalties and fines for the violation of any 

provision of this Ordinance fails to pay all civil penalties and fines due within fourteen (14) 

days of issuance of the citation, the Lee County Commission may bring an action against the 

violator for the unpaid civil penalties and fines in the appropriate civil court in Lee County, 

Alabama; provided, however, that in the event the violator has filed an appeal with the Lee 

County Commission pursuant to Section 5 of the Ordinance, no Court action shall be filed by 

the Lee County Commission until such time as the Lee County Commission has taken final 

action on the appeal filed.  

SECTION 10. The Lee County Commission may also pursue compliance with this Ordinance 

through civil or equitable action filed in the Circuit Court of Lee County, Alabama seeking 

injunctive relief or other appropriate remedy pursuant to §11-3A-3 (e) of the Act.   

SECTION 11. The operation of public address systems at public facilities shall not be subject 

to the provisions of this Ordinance nor shall this Ordinance or any section or subsection thereof 

apply to any special licensed public events.   

SECTION 12. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to prohibit any noise or sound 

produced by radio, siren, or other equipment attached to or being operated by police, fire, 

rescue, or other emergency vehicles or personnel.   

SECTION 13. Nothing in this Ordinance prohibits a sworn deputy of the Lee County Sheriff’s 

Office from charging any person with Disorderly Conduct pursuant to §13A-11-7 Code of 

Alabama (1975) or any other alleged violation of the Alabama Criminal Code.  The Lee 

County Sheriff and the Lee County District Attorney shall be responsible for prosecuting any 

such charge or charges.   

SECTION 14. Any operator of a business with alcoholic beverage licenses in violation of this 

Ordinance in the operation of such business may have any future alcoholic licenses denied by 

the Lee County Commission for creation of a nuisance.  

SECTION 15. If any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance shall be declared 

unconstitutional or held invalid, such shall not affect any other section, clause, or provision 

thereof, but the same and all other provisions hereof shall remain in full force and effect.   

SECTION 16. This Ordinance shall become effective on _________________________, 2021. 

 

 

Margaret Brown appeared to discuss two roads bordering her property on Lee Roads 

392 and 127.  Ms. Brown stated she had appeared before the Commission around 2007 about 

Lee Road 392 stating at that time it was a sandy dirt road which didn’t take much to work it.  

Then at some point the county hauled in about 40 loads of an ugly red dirt for whatever reason 

which makes a muddy problem now.  Ms. Brown said the county keeps encroaching on her 
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property when the road is bladed, and she would ask the county to give her a 48-hour notice so 

she can protect her property before they are going to grade her road.  Ms. Brown said she has 

complained but it does no good, saying it is serious to her.  Ms. Brown said the county is going 

onto her property when there is no reason for it since there is plenty of room on the other side 

of the road.  Ms. Brown said her fence has been damaged, her vegetation has been damaged 

and she would like to have prior notice so that she can prevent further damage.  Further, Ms. 

Brown stated she would not call the Highway Department about it.     

 

 

Ms. Kaylene Travers was not in attendance concerning Lee Road 2071.  Judge English 

questioned Mr. Hardee about the situation.  Mr. Hardee said Lee Road 2071 is a private dirt 

road off Lee Road 379 north of Concord Church which is not county maintained.  Mr. Hardee 

said it is a private subdivision containing 32 lots and was built in 1999 and the developer 

previously maintained it.  

 

 

Mr. Henry Yancey appeared before the Commission to discuss Lee Road 057A.  Mr. 

Yancey said speed limit signs had recently been placed on Lee Road 057A, which he says is 

basically his driveway and not a county road.  Mr. Yancey asked the Commission to remove 

the sign from his property and vacate it so they can maintain it themselves.  Next, Sylvester 

Thomas  appeared to request that the speed limit sign be removed from their property since the 

road is one way in and one way out, and they had no knowledge that the county was putting up 

the sign.  Deborah Adkerson, sister of Henry Yancey, appeared stating Mr. Yancey’s house is 

at the end of the road, and since the sign was put up cars are traveling down the road and she 

feels it is dangerous, she is afraid someone is going to run into his house.  Ms. Adkerson said 

the county scraped the road in the late 80’s or early 90’s but asked the Commission to remove 

the sign and allow them to maintain it.  Next, Atherton Thomas appeared stating that since the 

sign was erected, people have been going down it and throwing out garbage.  Mr. Thomas said 

the sign is located on private property, stating it is our driveway which is self-maintained and 

asked the Commission to take down the sign.  Commissioner LaGrand said after talking to Mr. 

Yancey he asked Mr. Hardee to look into it.  Mr. Hardee indicated that the records indicated 

the road was county maintained and designated it as Lee Road 57A and a 25 mph speed zone.  

Recently the Highway Dept. sign technician noticed there was no road sign, so he had placed 

one there.   Mr. Hardee stated either the county or the citizens can vacate the road and he will 

pull the information before the next meeting.  Mr. Hardee suggested in the meantime, he can 

see that a “No Outlet” sign be put up which may alleviate the unwanted traffic.  Commissioner 

LaGrand asked Mr. Hardee to put up the sign.  James Washington stated he moved onto the 

road in the 70’s and has never known the county to maintain it and asked that the county vacate 

it.  Mr. Hardee explained that the county does not own the road, it only has prescriptive right-

of-way.  Mr. Hardee further explained that there are 39 more situations like the one presented, 

where signs are placed to identify roads.  He would research this one and bring it back on the 

next agenda. 
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Commissioner Ham once again asked to use the Lee County Meeting Center on 

December 22 and 23 to assemble boxes and wrap gifts for needy families in the area.  

Commissioner Ham said on December 23 Jere Colley would play Santa Claus and deliver the 

toys and meals from the Meeting Center.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to approve use of the Meeting Center on December 22 and 23 as 

presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Sheriff Jones presented an educational reimbursement request.  Sheriff Jones said the 

request is for Sergeant Heather Freeman for two courses which meet the requirements of the 

program.  The employee must obtain at a “B” or better in the course for tuition reimbursement.  

Commissioner Cannon made a motion seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the 

educational reimbursement request of the two courses as presented on behalf of Sergeant 

Freeman.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English presented a memorandum to the Commission in the packets concerning 

the second December meeting.  Judge English said the last time the Commission met that 

second December meeting was in 2012.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to cancel the December 27 Commission meeting.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

Judge English asked the Commission to adjust the job grades for certain positions in the 

Probate Office.  Judge English said a discrepancy in the pay structure was created after the 

2019 compensation study.  Judge English said he had to learn the hard way after an employee 

just completing their six-months’ probation in the Probate Office, had applied and was hired in 

the Revenue Commissioner’s Office because the starting pay was higher for their clerks.  Judge 

English explained that after training the employee for six months, then having to start over 

makes work more difficult for the remaining employees. Judge English said he is losing 

another employee to the Revenue Commissioner’s Office and one to the City of Auburn.  

Judge English said retaining experienced clerks in the Probate Office is becoming increasingly 

difficult in this job market.  Judge English asked the Commission to adjust the job grades for 

Probate clerks from grade 108 through 111 up one level each to match the Revenue 

Commissioner’s Office.  Judge English said HR Director Erica Norris has calculated a way to 

move the employees up on grade without affecting their seniority or advancement and thanked 

her for the help.  Last, Judge English said he mentioned it to Mrs. Price who indicated she did 

not know how the discrepancy occurred and had no objection to their pay being equalized.  

Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to adjust the job 

grades for the Probate clerks from grade 108 through 111 up one level each.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  Judge English thanked the Commission on behalf of his staff.  
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County Engineer Justin Hardee presented for Commission consideration final plat 

approval for River Valley Farms Subdivision located in District 4.  Mr. Hardee said the final 

plat has been reviewed and meets the minimum requirement for the Lee County Subdivision 

and Land Development Regulations.   The proposed subdivision is located adjacent to Lee 

Road 462 and contains seven lots.  The adjacent property owner(s) were notified of the 

development via letters sent out December 2, 2021.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to grant final plat approval for River Valley Farms 

Subdivision as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Mr. Rendleman requested that the Commission consider a temporary increase in 

compensation for Chief Building Official Joel Hubbard for additional duties recently assigned.  

Mr. Rendleman said Mr. Hubbard has been serving as the Interim Planning Director since 

being appointed on November 8, 2021.  Mr. Rendleman said he will serve in that capacity until 

the position is established and filled.  According to Mr. Hardee, Mr. Hubbard has been 

researching and assisting in the development and application of the Planning and Zoning 

Regulations.  Mr. Hubbard has been and will continue to work to develop standardized 

processes and forms for the Lee County Planning Commission to use to best communicate with 

citizens and developers in Beat 13 in assisting in the understanding of Lee County’s 

regulations.  Further, Mr. Hubbard has been in contact with Shelby and Baldwin Counties 

about their processes and fee schedules to determine how it should be done in Lee County.  

Additionally, Mr. Hubbard has been attending the Lee County Planning Commission meetings 

after a full-work day as the Chief Building Official.  Mr. Rendleman stated the current policy 

only considers the temporary assignment of individuals in positions already established and 

classified by the County Commission.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Long to temporarily increase the compensation of the Chief Building Official 

Joel Hubbard by 10% as long as his position is concurrently serving as the Interim Lee County 

Planning Director with an effective date of December 18, 2021.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented for Commission consideration two new positions for the 

Parks Department.  Mr. Rendleman stated with the completion of the Beulah Park and the 

Beauregard Park near completion the Parks Director Ryan Norris will need these positions 

filled by March.  Mr. Rendleman stated three positions were included in the FY2022 Budget 

for this purpose, they include:  1) a Parks Maintenance Supervisor-pay grade 115; and 2) two 

Parks Maintenance Worker at pay grade 108.   Upon this presentation, Commissioner Cannon 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham, to approve the Parks Maintenance worker 

position at a pay grade 108 and a Parks Maintenance Supervisor position at a pay grade 115.  

The motion carried unanimously.   
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Mr. Rendleman stated his last construction project with Lee County is to contract with 

PH&J Architects for the renovation of the four original courtrooms and judicial suites at the 

T.K. Davis Justice Center, with approval of the Judges in the audience.   Mr. Rendleman stated 

this project has been sitting on his desk the longest and is glad to present it tonight for 

Commission consideration.  PH&J Architects have reviewed the facility and estimated the 

renovation project to cost about $5 million.  The project will be light to medium renovation 

along with the complete replacement of the original air handlers and ventilation system.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize the 

Chairman to sign the contract with PH&J Architects for the renovation project at the Justice 

Center after review and approval by County Attorney Stan Martin.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   Judge English recognized Judge Hughes, Judge Fellows and Judge Bush.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman made a request for an allocation from the American Recovery Plan 

Funds of $1.3 million for ventilation improvements at the T.K. Davis Justice Center.  Mr. 

Rendleman said the Interim Final Rule from the U.S. Treasury on the implementation of the 

American Rescue Plan Act lists ventilation improvements for congregate settings in key 

locations as an eligible use of funds for the mitigation and prevention of COVID-19.  The 

replacement of the 1983 installed air handlers and ventilation system of the original courtrooms 

in the T.K. Davis Justice Center would qualify for such use, especially with the planned 

modern filtration and ventilation controls.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to designate up to $1.3 million in the Recovery Fund allocation for the 

mitigation and prevention of COVID-19 in the T.K. Davis Justice Center renovation project of 

the courtrooms and judicial suites.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

Rita Smith presented the results of Bid #2022-01 for a Matrice 300 RTK drone.  Ms. 

Smith said bids were opened November 16 and the lowest bidder Kabaila Enterprise, LLC did 

not meet bid specifications, so, she recommended the bid be awarded to the next lowest bid for 

$26,916.00 from DSLR Pros of Chatsworth, California.   Ms. Smith stated the drone will be 

purchased with grant funds totaling $26,547.90 and the difference of $368.10 will come out of 

the EMA Operational budget.  Commissioner Ham questioned what the drone will be used for.  

Ms. Smith said the drone will be used like in the instance of the recent house fire, whereby if 

requested, EMA will respond with the drone for assistance.  Further, Ms. Smith assured the 

Commission that its use will not impede any investigation, since Lee County Sheriff’s Office 

and Opelika and Auburn Police Departments have their own drones and operators.    Ms. Smith 

stated it could be useful for fire departments to determine safe distances in certain situations or 

for spills containing hazardous materials.  Ms. Smith said they will develop safe operating 

procedures for its use with outside agencies.   Commissioner LaGrand questioned what is a 

laser range finder?  Ms. Smith directed the question to Austin Jones, who indicated it is the 

ability to measure distance or a fancy measuring tape.   Commissioner Long made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Cannon to award Bid #2022-01 for a drone to DSLR Pros for 
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$26,916.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Parks Director Ryan Norris presented two agreements for the Beauregard Park 

concession and restrooms project for Commission consideration.  Mr. Norris said the 

contractor is requesting the Commission consider the agreements to try to find an alternate 

route for material trucks to travel during the installation of field lines for the septic system on 

the adjacent property where the Beauregard Park is located.  The road and/or property will be 

returned to its original state at the conclusion of the investigation.   One agreement pertains to 

the Beauregard Volunteer Fire Department Board of Directors and the other is with Charles 

Whatley, an adjacent property owner.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon to authorize the Chairman to execute the agreements as presented.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

   

 

At approximately 6:41 p.m., Judge English announced the Commission needed to 

adjourn into an Executive Session on a personnel matter.  Judge English stated the following 

needed to attend:  Sheriff Jay Jones, Chief Administrative Officer Roger Rendleman, County 

Engineer Justin Hardee, and EMA Director Rita Smith.  The session is estimated to last 

approximately 15 minutes and formal action is anticipated at the conclusion.  Commissioner 

Long made a motion for the Commission to go into executive session, seconded by 

Commissioner Cannon and unanimously carried. 

 

 

Upon reconvening at 6:55 p.m. following the Executive Session, Commissioner Ham 

made a motion to extend an offer for the Chief Administrative Officer position to Holly 

Leverette at a starting salary of $125,069 with a one-year probation period.  Commissioner 

Long seconded the motion and the motion caried unanimously.  Mrs. Leverette graciously 

accepted the offer.   

 

 

Judge English announced the Commission would need to adjourn into a second 

Executive Session to discuss a matter of current litigation.  Those that needed to attend 

included:  Mr. Martin and Mr. Hardee.  Judge English said the session should last 

approximately 15 minutes and no formal action is anticipated.  Commissioner Long made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Cannon to adjourn into the second Executive session at 

approximately 6:58 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

     

Upon conclusion of the second executive session, at approximately 7:18 p.m., 

Commissioner Cannon made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Long and carried unanimously.  
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